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full of Water. Neverthelefs, thefe very Lands have
yielded Wheat eighteen Years together without being

manured, and one need not go far to find fonie that are

excellent. As for the Woods, without going far from
the Fort, I have feen fome in my Walks, which are no
ways inferior to our fine ft Forefts.

As to what they fay, that in making a Settlement at

the Strait, we ftiould bring the Fur Trade of the North
nearer to the Englifh ; there is no Perfon in Canada who
does not own that we Ihall never fucceed in hindering the

Savages from carrying their Merchandiz-e'to them, in what-
foever Place we make our Settlements, and whatever
Precautions we take, if they do not find the fame Advan-
tages with us as they find at AtfwT'or^'.——I could fay

many Things lo you. Madam, on this Subje6t ; but thefe

DifculTions would carry me too far. We will talk of
this fome Day at our Leifufei

The 7th of June, which was the Day after my Arrival

at the Fort, M. de Tonti, who is the Commandant, af-

fembled the Chiefs of the three Villages I have before

tiientioned, to communicate to them the Orders he had

jufl; received from the Marquis de Vaudreuih They
heard him patiently, without interrupting him ; and
'»vhen he had finifhed, the Huron Orator told him in few
Words, that they were going to deliberate on what he
had propofed to them, and they would return him an An-
fwer in a ftiort Time.—It is the Cuftom of thefe People,

never to give an Anfv/er direflly, when it concerns a

Mutter of fome Importance. Two Days after, they re-

aflembled in a greater Number at the Commandant's who
defired mc to be prefcnt at this Council with the Officers

of the Garrifon. Saftcratft^ who is called by our French

People, the King of the Hurons, and who is actually the

h'reditary Chief of the Ttonnoniatez, who are the true

Hurons, was prtft^nt that Day : But as he is dill under

Age, be only came for Form : His Uncle, who governs

foi him, and who is called the Regent, was Spokefman,

as being the Orator of the Nation : And the Honour of

fpcikii.ff for all, is commonly given by Preference to the

Hurcnr, wiiiii there are any in a Council. At the firft

Sight


