
fartion jrlvpti by tin* Ontiirio nystem,
jind in ttdvoi'Jitinir Ken thus treatment
to the minority here. Tlie Rpv.l'ptor
"Wright, of I'ortiiBc la T'ralrle, lilin-

Melf an Ontario teacher In past years,
ilelhared an adilreHs on the schi ol

qneftlon In hlH own town last April.

A fill! report of it was pnltlished in tlie

Tribune, oT this city. Tliat paper,
than whicli there Is not
II more staunch advocate of the
pres«'nt ^f;initoba law to be found
prefaced tlie report with the remark,
"Mr Wright Is one of the soundest iiicn

in thf Vresbvteri.'in ehurcli in th-'

\\ iioh Northwest." .Vnd this is svh.it

Mr. AVrlsjht s.iid: "'In Ontario verv ex-
cellent work is l)einK done in mativ of

the separate schools. Th" late '^ of

"S (.imi». whf'u inspector of the iiiirii

schools of Ontario, was asked by tlie

^(;^ern^llent to inspect such sep.irate
schools as hf- conveniently eoii!tl. I

remember a conversation T had with
him, in wliich he bore testimony to the
excellent condition in which he found
m.'inv of them." TTe then went on to

!iiake a powerful plea for tolerance
jind conciliation, urtrinf; that wo
sliould be fair and irenfMous to the mi-
nority. whil( earnestly protestinc: at
th' sanif time ;i,jrainst federal inter-

vention, and insistine that .inder no
eireumstfif 'is should we submit to a

restora' of the old law. Mr.
v^rifrht ords are well worth <piot-

inff: "Let us make it as easy as possi-

ble," said he. "for our repr.'sent.'xtives

to be not only f.iir and just, but noble
and iprenerouH. EncoiiraRe them to look
int(> thf alleitjed grievance. Tf it exists

let tlieni see .'ibout tlie remedy in !\

spirit !\t- brofid and generous as is com
p.-itible with the cardinal !)rinciples of

our institutions—eqiir.l richts .ini

privilege-' to .'ili." .Vnd after a refer

enc<' to the manner of settlement that
some propose—the abolition of all re

liu'ious exerci';o^ frf)m ttio vcl'ools— he
proceeds: "Will the Catholics then call

our schools irodless? Well. let tlieei

havf the i>rivileire of nreo/iri'ic: relitr

iou« exorcise'* after their own ideas, <ts

distinctiv Catholic as they pleaso. so
loni: as the teaching is nfit subversive
of civil oblic'ition—and let thesp be
iisied 111 every .•^clioo'i where the trustees
so determine, in lieu of the present re
li^rious exercises, and with the same
lii'iitatirms as to time and attend
a nee,"

r air. firmlv convinced. Mr, IMitor,
that ^Ir Laurler did not fiverstate the
fact when he said the question U
"e-isy of solution." without feder.il in
terventlon.lf .-ipprcaihed by botli par-
ties to the conflict in 'tiii>

ag:ainst our
eouce-sslons,
Wrifflit, for
agaiiiust the

spirit tliat h( rpc»»inmends. f iK'li.-ve

there i.s no hucIi strong feeling in Mani-
toba ;\M some iw'oplc imagine, .igiiin^t
nuiking renMcmable conc«»sslons on th««

lin « suggested by iImIp Iyf>rdaliips of
the jirivy council. Certalnl.v a pro-
jiois.al to restore the old systimi as it

existe^d prior to IHQO would Im- met
with the most deterniine«l oppo>iti(m.
And if tlie federal parliament were to
re-enact that law, I am convinced
that an attempt to enforce it would
evoke a deg^^• of hostility tliat would
shake the very foundations of our
I'-oai/federatlon.

It would be n great mistake. hov\-
evor, in luy Judgment, tfi as-^-unie tlmt
tliere iw any such feeding in Manitobfi

own legislature making
sucli as the Rev. Mr.
instance, sugg(>sted : or
introduction of a systeMii

ba»sed on tlint of Ontario, but modi-
fied in i*onie respect.-! so as to ,'ivold

M'Ome of the weakDt\sse8 charged
.against it.

L'pon the question of rmr own legis-
lature making n-asonalile concessions,
it is particularl.v interesting to note
tlK- opinion of Mr. .Joseiiii Martin, M.I'.,

tlie ex-attorney general of Manitoba,
liimsjli tli«' originator of the present
Kicliool law.

The Hon. Mr. Ou'imet, tlie Frencli
leader in tlie commons, was reiM)rted
during last session of the Dominion
Iiarliament, in .an interview in an
Ottawa jiaper, to have stated that
Jill the lUmian ( atholics of Manitoba
.•iskipd was, "to Ih» at lilierty to add
to tlie secuhir education required in
the luiblic sclionls sucli religious tiacii-
ing .-IS will meet their religious viw.-."
.Vnd he uddL'd,"Ii tliat had been pro-
vieled for in the legislatiejn of 1890 we
would ne\e'r have' he-anl of the' Mani-
toba school question."

Mr. Martiu promptly wrote to the
same paper, over his own signature,
eleclariug that if Mr. Ouimet accura-
tely stat'd the position of the church,
then "there is no need eif .any remed-
ial legislation in order tt) bring jiliout
such u state of affairs." "I be-
lieve," added Mr. Martin, "that the
people of Manitoba would be willing
to give the Roman Catholics all th.at
is asked for. Everybnd.v wishes that
a solution of the (piestion may be
found without .any coercion on the
pari of the Dominion i);irliaiiient. .and
if the el.'uiands of the minority are
eorieitly represente^d by the>' min-
ister. I Jim very much at .sea in my
acquaintance wltli the view'>
oi the Mauitolxa people, if they
wil: not grant of their own accord all
that Is nsked." This is indeed stronir

i


