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settlers at one dollar a ton. The Dominion Govern-

ment receives a royalty of ten cents on every ton

excavated. The whole prairie, as far as Wood Moun-

tain, is traversed by beds of coal. The followinj^ article

appeared in the Rcgina Leader in February, 1888. It

shows that very few are aware of the mineral wealth

which lies hidden in these rei^ions. The fact of the

matter is, the Government, beini,^ interested in the Gait

Mines at LcthbridL,^e, do not care to develop the

resources of the Souris.
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"THE SOURIS COAL-FIELDS.

Valuable tracts about tJicse rieh a}ui Comparatively Un-

kuoc'H Mines. Perpetual Fires Ihirnin^.

(Frcm an occasional correspondent.)

"Alameda, January loth.

" Having paid a recent visit to the Souris River coal-

fields, I wish to dissipate a little of the ij^norance

prevailing regarding these comparatively little !<nown

regions. I never regretted more than at the present

moment that I have not the pen of a ready-writer, in

order to describe in full what I saw, but I shall

endeavour to do as well as I can. On coming across

the prairie you suddenly reach the bank of a deep

ravine, all seamed and scarred, rugged and gaunt, red

and brown with the action of fire long ago. Down in

this hollow, burrowed under the lofty bank, Mr. H.

Hassard is working his mine. The seam is eight feet

in thickness, and he has made his way inward about

100 feet. The 1 coal is of excellent quality for domestic

purposes, and though soft at first, is now becoming firm

and hard. It burns with a good heat, and is infinitely


