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capabiliîy. This rescarch and developmcnt must be directcd towards ensuring a
continuing supply of food that Canadians cas afford. while providing a fair
retors for the primary producer and processor. In addition, the food production
system should provide a surplus for export wbich is so important to Canada*s
balance of payments in world trade.

To meet ibis challenge. we must have a commitment fromn federal and
provincial governments and from industry, a commitment to reverse the cUrrent
trend of dcclining rescarch and devclopmcnt programs in agriculture. The
commilment should recognize the nced t0 provide not only the financial
resources for expanded programs in research and development but also the
traincd scientists t0 ensure that Canada maintains and enhances ber place as ose
of the world's agricultural leaders.

*(2140)

1 endarse that staiement. What the governmenî sbould be
doing is ta increase not decrease its funding af research and
development.

The bon. member for Hastings (Mr. Ellis) bas spoken af
funding in the industrial area. Corning from an agricultural
area 1 arn inîeresîed in funding far agricultural purposes. If
yau go ta same of the experimental farrns around the prairies
you will find that îhey are almost begging for rnoney. Tbey do
nat have funds ta carry oui their programns adequaiely. 1 tbink
this is a disgrace because il is important thai we continue ta
develop new sîrains of grains ta increase production, new
strains of livestock, and sa on. If we do not, we will lag bebind
the United States, the U.S.S.R., and other counîries in ibeir
advances in agriculture.

1 sbould like ta turn now ta tbe provision in the bill dealing
wîîh western grain stabilization, wbich is clause 14 of the bill,
which in effeci enables the governmenî not ta place funds in
the Consolidated Revenue Fund for the purposes of western
grain stabilization. 1 arn not an accounitant but it seems ta me
that the effect of this amendment would be as if an employer
said ta bis ernployees, "We bave a pension plan and you people
put your money in it, but we are going ta delay putting aur
share of the money mbt the plan". Tbere is no doubt ihai by
not setting this money aside the budgetary requirernents will
be reduced eacb year until the money is called for, and there is
no question that under the Western Grain Stabilization Act
tbere is a requirement tbat the governmeni put in $2 for every
$1 that the farmner puts in, plus the interest.

The hon. member for Baîtleford-Kindersley (Mr. Mcîsaac)
was correct wben be said that there was certainly no question
about the goverfimeni s obligation ta pay in the rnoney. I say
that the obligation is ihere and that it will continue year after
year as long as the plan is in existence, sa it seerns ta me rather
ridiculous for the government ta decide that it will not put in
the rnoney but will use it for some other purposes. To me ihis
means that possibly next year or the following year the gavern-
ment will bave ta set aside in ils budget double or triple the
amount wbicb it would set aside this year.

Wben the bon. member for Baîtleford-Kindersley spoke in
the House on November 10 be said the following in respect of
the Western Grain Siabilization Act:

1 regret that more than 30,00 western producers bave decided to opt out of
the plan. 1 do sot put that down to the fact that farmers are not prepared to
accept the trust or confidence of this government; bowever, they have been
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listening te some of the chatter and nonsense in discussions that led up te this
bill, alîhougb 1 certainly cannot say that of the hon. member for Medicine Hat.

Since tbat speech was made, il is my understanding that the
farmers wbo have opted out naw number close ta 40,000. The
bon. member for Battleford-Kindersley is correct when he says
that they are flot prepared ta accept the trust or confidence of
ibis government. The situation is that farmers do flot under-
stand ibis pragram. I know that the bon. member for
Assiniboia bas travelled in bis constituency and in tbe province
making presentatians ta the producers. In the surnmertime 1
myseif rented a bail and brougbt down officiais of tbe Depari-
ment of Agriculture ta explain tbe program to a group of 30 or
40 farmers. Tbey understoad tbe programn. But recently 1 had
a telepbone caîl from a group of farmers wbo told me tbat in
their understanding tbey only bad until Navember 30 of ibis
year ta make a decision so far as tbis prograrn is concerned,
and ibey asked me wbat tbey sbould do and wbetber 1 wauld
meet with tbem. 1 asked tbern wbetber they bave bad any
meetings, and tbey îold me that they bad spoken ta their
elevatar agent wbo does not understand the prograrn and ta
iheir agricultural representative wbo cannai explain the pro-
gram ta tbem, so wbat are tbey gaing ta do?

Mr. Goodale: Wby don't you ask me ta corne ta explain it? 1
bave accepted more tban 50 invitations frorn farmers acrass
tbe prairies ta do ibat.

An hon. Member: It casis ioa mucb money.

Mr. Neil: It certainly dîd nat cost taa much for me ta
explain it lasi Sunday. 1 spent two and a balf bours witb seven
farmers explaining the prograrn ta tbern. As a result of that
meeting five of the seven farmers indicated tbey were prepared
ta accepi tbe program.

Sonie hon. Menibers: H-ear, bear!

An hon. Member: You are alone over there.

Mr. Neil: No, 1 arn not alone over bere. The bon. member
for Assiniboia suggests 1 arn alane. That is not so. Mernbers of
this party bave not knocked tbe Western Grain Stabilization
Act.

Mr. Mazankowski: We bave impraved it.

Mr. Neil: We attempted to improve it by arnendrnents, by
representations and by recommendations, but the Minister in
charge of the Wbeat Board (Mr. Lang) was nai prepared ta
accept aur recommendatians. Farmers in the wesî would bave
loved ta accept tbem.

Mr. Goodale: You iry ta be fair, but the rest in your party
try t0 knack it down.

Mr. Neil: Members on thîs side of the House have not
knocked the pragram. Anyone 1 bave spoken ta bas recorn-
rnended ta the farmers that tbey participate in the program.
Wbaî 1 arn saying is ihat ibis government bas nat explained
the pragram ta the farmers.
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