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Mr. Speaker, that what 1 propose to read
is not apparently a mere newspaper re-
port made upon the spot; the whole report
of the speech bears evidence that my right
hon. friend had, in accordance with the
practice of many eminent statesmen, both
in the mother country and in America,
furnished typewritten copies of his speech
in advance to the newspapers, with the
understanding that it was to be printed
when it had actually been delivered. I
shall quote from the report as published
in the St. John 'Standard,' the leading
Conservative paper in the province of New
Brunswick, although I saw the same re-
port, word for word, in the other Conser-
vative papers in Canada.

The right hon. gentleman said that:
For thirty years and more we have fol-

lowed certain national ideas and policies
which we firmly intend to pursue and con-
Unue in the future. We reached the con-
chsion that the recent proposais were incon-
sistent with those ideals and policies.

Now, I come to the language to which
I invite the attention of my hon. friend
the Minister of Trade and Commerce. The
right hon. gentleman proceeded:

Moreover, we entirely disbelieve in the
framing of tariffs by diplomatie methods.
That system has been tested between dif-
ferent states under the British flag, notably
in South Africa, and the results have been
far from satisfactory.

Is my bon. friend aware that the right
bon. leader of the governmutent lias made that
declaration as to what would be the policy
of the Conservative party in the future,
and as to the principles for which they
stand in so far as trade between Canada
and other countries is concerned? Remem-
ber, the right hon. gentleman vas not
stating what was and what would be the
policy of the Conservative party simply
as between Canada and foreign countries,
but he was laying down the general prin-
ciple that, so far as relations between
Canada and foreign countries were con-
.cerned and so far as relations between
Canada and sister colonies of the empire
were concerned, he and his party entirely
disproved of any attempt to make tariffs
as the result of diplomatic action. Yet,
my hon. friend the Minister of Trade and
Commerce is, apparently with a light heart
and hopeful spirit, moving ahead just as
if his leader had not made that declaration.
Would it be unfair for the governments
of the British West Indies and the govern-
ment of Australia, when they re.ad this de-
claration of the right hon. leader of the
government, to have a slight suspici m that
my hon. friend the Minister of Trade and
Commerce was not sincere in these ne-
gotiations but was simply playing with
the governments of these important British
possessions?

Mr. PUGSLEY

It may be that my right bon. friend bas
been misreported. I will say to you,
Mr. Speaker, that when I saw this state-
ment I was surprised at it, but it was
explaining the course of the Conservative
party in reference to the arrangement with
the United States.

The language of my right bon. friend
the leader of the government is in harmony
with statements whi-ch have .been made
by members of the Conservative party in
this House .and throughout the country and,
giving to the language of my right hon.
friend the meaning which must necessarily
be given to the words which he uttered,
he appears to have deliberately made the
declaration that in so far as Canada is
concerned she is going to act independently
in her tariff legislation, she is not going
to have any negotiations in relation to
tariff matters either with foreign countries
or British possessions, she is going to act
ndependently in the framing of her own
tariff, to enter into no negotiation in
future and to leave other countries, foreign
as well as British, to do as they please in
so far as their tariffs are concerned.

I do not wish to take up any more of the
time of the House. I thought it weld to
call attention to this statement of my right
hon. friend, not, as I have said, a casual
statement, but a statement made as em-
bodying the well settled views and policy
of the Conservative party in so far as the
arrangement of tariffs is concerned. It
seems to me that the course of my hon.
friend the Minister of Trade and Commerce
is entirely out of harmony with the state-
ment of his leader. So far as we on this
side of the House are concerned, and I am
sure in so far as the Liberal party through-
out the country is concerned, we believe
in doing everything possible to enlarge the
bounds of Canadian trade. We believe in
giving to our people facilities and encour-
agement for the exportation of their pro-
duce and manufactures to aIl the countries
of the world, whether it is to the United
States, whether it is to British possessions,
whether it is to France, or to any other
country of the world, and we beieve there
is no more effective way of doing this than
in connection with the improvement of
transportation, negotjating with the gov-
ernments of those ,countries with the view of
having improved trade relations with them.
That bas been the policy of the Liberal
party in the past; that will be its policy
in the future. It will be satisfactory to me,
and, I am sure, it will be satisfactory to
the members of this House to learn that
the right hon. leader of the governament
has been misreported by the newspapers
of his party, but, as the same verbatim re-
port appeared in different newspapers, I
assume that the hon. gentleman was cor-
rectly reported and that in that speech he


