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Goevernment are to blame exactly in this . list was being revised. to visit nearly every

respect.  They could not have foreseen

the growinz up of a town of that size.

I think that, in fairness, this Parliament

should pass a law allowing new voters’ lisis
resident of the distriet will cheerfully testify
10, The hon. member for Winnipeg, 1 think,

10 be made for a place like Rossiand. iu
order that the people there should have @
fair chance of recording their votes, bhecanse

of the very special circumstalces oi the .

«iSe.
of. that practically was not i existence
when thie revising otlticer made his last list
and which now has a population of about
2000, and which next sutamer, i the anti-
cipations of my hon. friend's constitu>nrs

are at all carvied out, will have a ouch
areater pepuliation even thaun now. Would

it not be eminently fair that in & case of
that Kind whe Hous2 should pass i shom
statute, under waich the judge mizht hokd
a special mecting at Rossland and eliaev
towns that have grown so rapidly by reason
of the mining excitemeur arising out of the
discovery of gold and the developmenr of
silver mining, Some means ought to be pro-
vided by which these people would have
an opportupity to vote. I do not put rthis
forward for party reasons. 1 have no means
of knowing whether the people of Rosskhul
are favourable or unfavourable to the Gov-
ernment of the day. But T =ay. as a1 matier
of fairness and as a matter of recognition
ol the great importance that the minerad
dixiricets of Kootenay is likely to he not oniy
o British Columbia, bat 1o the people of
Cairda at laree. it would be an eminently
titting thing for Parliament to draw <pecial
attention to the great inerease in population
by deing something of this kind. {1 would
he fair to the people there. and it would
he advauntazeous to Cunada ar larse, as 1
=ay. to draw attention in thix very nuirked
manner fo the fact that though the voters'
list was made in 1894, and is accepted for
tiie rest of Canada as being a fairly recent
List, the enormous increase in the population
in this district had made it necessary io
have a special list in order that the people
there should have a c¢hance of depositing
their ballots in the coming elections.

Mr. MARA. Mr. Speaker, the hon. mem-
her for Winnipeg (Mr. Martin) is quite right
when he speaks of the distriet of Yale-Cari-
boo as a large one. But he has very much
narrowed the bounds of the distriet. It ex-
tends from the summit of the Rocky Moun-
tains to Harrison Liver or Agassiz, a distance
of hetween 400 and 500 miles along the line
of 1he Canadian Pacine Raihway, and from
1he settlements on the southern part of Koot-
enay Liake to Barkerville, a Jdistance. by the
ordinary lines of travel. of ucurly SO0 miles.
There are some sixty odd poiling divisious in
the distriet, with a voters® list of 7.743. Mr.
Justice Walkem. who was the revising otfi-
cer, took great pains to ge: every possible
name placed on the list. Being a judge of
the supreme coult. and baving to rravel on
circuit, he was enabled, during the time the
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Here is a town that was not hesvd

fevery name that was given to him.

polling division in the county. Therefore,
e had excellent opportunities of placing
Thar
he did bis work well and faithtfully every

i wrong in oue contention, and that is that
the polling-place cannot be held at Ross-
Iatdd, the town of which he speaks, and
which has grown up in eighteen months
from a little hamlet of about rwenry people
to a busy rown of about S000, The pame
Waneta is given to the polling distriet, an-d
it is quite possible for the returning otficer
to have the poll held ar any place within
the distrier. and it will probably be held
at Rosstand.

Mreo MARUIN. But that will we untair 1o
the people of Waneia, swill it noi 7 There
aie ol su sy vi thew, of course,

Mr. MARA. There are ouiy three voters

living at Waneta, who ai¢ on the vot-
ers’ list, Waneta is lthe nam» given to

tite whole distriet, including the town of
Waneta, and in this distriet ave the town

of Trail and the town of Rossland. The
difliculty the hon. gentleman refers to c¢an

largely Lo overcome if the Government will
hring in a shore Bill enabling any voter
who is registered within the distriet to vote
at the pollinz-place where he happens to b»
when the election is beld. 1 have already
«iulled the attention of the Government to
that taet, and they have the matter under
consideration. and [ hope they will see their
avay clear to miaake an exception of the ease
of the rown of Rossland.

Mr. MARTIN. May I avk the houn. zen-
tleman if 1 uwnderstand righrly thar he pro-
peses that a person who has now the right
to vote in some other constituency should
have the right to vote at Rossland. or does
he simply confine it to those having the
richit to vote in Yale and Kootenay districts.

Mr. MARAD P would conti2eat to Yale, Cavi-
hoo and Kootenity.,  The poapuiation of Ross-
Innd is made up chiefly of Americans—I1 sup-
pose that two-thirds would be 2 low estimate
of the proportion of Ameiican citizens in the
population.  The others. who are British
subjects and who would be entitled to vote
by length of residence in the province are
registered voters in other parts of Yale and
Kootenay or Cariboo.  No thar if the Govern-
ment will do what I have suggested there
will be no serious grievance and the number
of voters who will be disfranchised wil! be
very trifiing. That Mr. Justice Walkem did
his work well, that a great many names
of voters were placed upon the list. is evi-
denced by the fact that the provincial voters’
list. made up only twelve months bhefore for
the same dixirict, contained 3.64{5 names.
while the Dominion list contains 7.743 names.
That is pretty good evidence that the re-

vising oflicer clid his work well. and that



