
stands to benefit them. A developing African country with properly educated and a
well-fed population represents a market of 600 million people - the developed
countries only ignore this to their peril.

NEPAD is also building partnerships between African countries to deal with the
problem of infrastructure development. Partnerships between African countries, the
developed countries as well as multilateral institutions, will lead to the building of
much needed rail, air and road infrastructure. To illustrate the dearth of infrastructure
in the continent, a person from the West Africe can't place a direct call to the
Southern African region, he is re-routed from France. This also goes for air transport.
Clearly, unless infrastructure is laid to connect African countries, the huge potential
for inter-African trade will be lost.

The NEPAD programme has also highlighted the importance of industrialisation and
modernisation, which would help kick-start development of the continent. Equally
important, is the area of Information and Communication Technology. In order for
Africa to latch onto the information revolution, which is driving the process of
globalisation process forward, ICT infrastructure development is critical. A need to
double teledensity by 2005 has been identified - it could make affordable 2 phones
per 100 people.
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