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SUI4?4ARY 0F COINFERENE PANEL
PRESENTATONS-AND PANEL

REOMMENDAnQHNS

OPEŽIING PLENARY:

KE)T EAKER:

Paul Heinheeker: "The Universal Declaration at 50: New Challenges and NewOpportunities for Canadian Foreign Policy"

Paul Heinbecker discussed the role of Canadian foreign policy ini protecting human. rights, whichis adapting to a world of interconnectivity and dissolving state sovereignty. Every country'sforeign policy focuses on peace and security, but this is now approached in conjuniction with aconcemn for human rights: preventing hunian rights abuses can be the best way to avoid conflict.Canada has created a niche in the hurnan rights community by directing its efforts to bringingabout graduai change froni recalcitrant goverrnents; however, along with this cornes a need forresponsible trade. Canada is also engaged in bilateral programmes to protect human rights suchas legal and police training in Indonesia, as well as training for Chinesejudges. It is a balance ofidealjsm, which sustains foreign policy objectives, and realism, which is obtained through longexperience.

Recommendations for Cndîan Eoreipir PoU;r
a Heinbecker defended Canada's policy of engagement with countries such as China,Indonesia and Cuba and suggested an increasing need for human rights monitoring andeducation, either th-rough bilateral initiatives or through adding the strength of our voice


