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(r. Bush, United States

The key to an effective convention — one that could eliminate the possibilitly
of chermical warfare for ever — is the firm assurance of compliance through
effective verification. I think we would zll sgres that this principle is
absolutely fundamental. Effcctive verificaticn, as the world's recent experience
with the uce of chemiczl snd toxin weapons shows, is an absolute necessity for
any future agreement thet could b2 entered into. This is vhy we seek & level of
verification that will protect civilization, our zllies, and indeed humenity
itself from this terrible threat. For today, the threzt of chemical warfare hes
increased. And until an effective agreement can be achieved, the United Steates,
just as others, must continus to ensure that it can deter the use of chemical
weapons against its citizens and friends. If we zre to expect nations ever :
to forgo the ability to deter chemiczl werfare, those nations must hzove confidence
that others who accept the prohibition cannot circumvent their odligatiens and
later threzten the peace with chemical weepons. They must be certain that they
will not be zitacked with such weapons by any State which hes likewise forsworn
chemical werfare. In short, for us, the verification and ccmpliance nrovisions
of a comprehensive chemical weapcns treaty have got to be truly effective.

Wz know that most of the members of this Committee, like ourselves, are
dedicated to zccomplishing this immortant task. To do so will reguire more than
our dedication. It will require greater willingmess and flexi®ility on the part
of the Scviet Union znd its allies to work seriously end corstiractively on
resolving these key outstanding issues — especizlly those pertzining to the
verification and compliance side. And such issues must be rescived if we expect
to make progress. For zlthough some may argue that progress could be made by
concentroting on the “easier" issues, or even by drafting trezty texis on them,
this would be a fruitless exercise if the verification issuss cammot be 2ddressed,
cannot be resolved. We will not support a diversion of effort hers.

I urge 211 mezbers of *his Committee to begin negetiation in this session
to resolve the key issues that face us in this arez, and to join with us in
acnieving a complete and verifiable ban on chemical weapons.



