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The very existence of
Canada - its languages, its
culture, its values, its toler-
ant spirit, its standard of
behaviour - has represent-
ed an independent voice and
has constitutedl something
différent, something special,
for the larger world in
which we have evolved.

Mie Honourable Barbar McDougall,
Secretary of State for External

Affairs

S ince December 11, 193 1,
when the Statute of

Westminster formally recog-
mized Canada's independence
in international relations,
Canada has sought to protect
and enhance its secuiity and
prospenity through social and
economnic justice and the rule
of law i an atmosphere of
moderation and tolerance.
Over the past 60 years,
Canada's active commitmnent
to peacemnaking and peace-
keeping, to Third World assist-
anice and development, and to
freedom and human rights bas
earned the country respect
throughout the world.

These values have helped
Canada contribute substantive-
ly to international peace and
progress. This has been done
through the world's leading
multilateral organizations:
the United Nations, the
Commonwealth, La Franco-
phonie, the Organization of
American States (OAS),
the Asia Pacifie Economic
Co-operation (APEC) forum,
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), and the
Group of Seven leading indus-
trialized countries (G-7).

Canada. in fact. is the only

pursue its own interests ini the
world, but also to influence the
course of world events.
Canada will continue to pursue
its security and prosperity by
focusing on these organiza-
tions, as well as on key rela-
tionships wîth the United
States, the European
Community, Japan and other
important emerging players on
the world stage.


