
problems-Iaced by ail universitiesas they address thern-
seJ.ve~todgy to their increasingly h1-eavy and di±"t'ic.lt and

vital task.

To those who, like rnyself~ received tlieir education
a generation or so ago, the 'modern university seems to be
alarmingly given to short cuts. Thereë is, of' course, the
l'college textu, handsouiely but sturdily bound, lavishly
illustrated, scru.pulou.sly headed and sub-headed. f t is
too often, I arn toldj high in'price, médiocre in style,
poor and even inaccurate in-matter. In addition to these
works of' dubious merit, the student may be oftfered anthologi
and abstracts, the newest.commentary on the philosopher,
dramatist or poet. There séems toi bé a constant teipdenéy
to substitute the book review for the book, the cnitic f'or
the author. ~I do not believe that this is a vice exclusive
ta Nort~h America, but I do kriçw that our English friends
have soxue rather penetrating things to say of us. This
for instance:

Il... literary eriticism is elevated abpve its
subject matter. Critics themselves are being
discussed and their works published in weighty
American anthologies ..... The collage boy in
Indiana and M4innesota, satche. of' these In hand,
cmepzmore unwilling2.y tQ school than ever
be±'ore. He is fed on 'Elegant Extracts'. They
te;ll . m how, not what, ha must read to be
saved '. Their directions unhappily show a
narrow but not a straight way. They lack a
def'inite standpoint and a common ground, become
murky in a torren~t of' vaious dotrnes.

1 am r'elievd to observe ithat it. is Minneso ta and
Indiana, not Alberta and Manitoba that are inqusin
buat 1 am forced to ask myseil' whether we i Canada are
saved fro these strictures by the pux'ityr of our education,
or ainly by it relative obscurity. There can be no doubt
at 4ll of what comes of sucah praçtices. They can lead
onlyto. ignrnce of f'act and superficialtyr of under'--


