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Proportional Representation A Succesi
Proportional Riepres'entation which was sucess-

fully tried out in the recent Provincial election in
Winnipeg, is already in~ force in Seotland, for the
clection of school boards, and in Ireland, for the
ekection of local councils. InI urging the systemn for
the election of municipal counicils in England,, the,
Guardian says :-" If local bodies iu England hiad
power to adopt it (proportional representation1)
some of the more progressive, sucli as Leeds 'or
Bradford or Manchester, would be sure to give it
a trial, and once tried it would soon spread. The
method of triennial elections la in itsélf a great lui-
provement on the troublesome and inconclusive ait-
nual elections. The whole council would be re-
turned together, the larger issues of poliey could be
raised ln a way flot now possible, and at the saine
tinte, as ail parties would be represented according
to their voting strength, there ceuld bc no sudden
or complete turu-over lu the representation, and
the more experienced and better kuown councillors
-wouId bie practically certain of election."

There is no doubt that wherever it lias been trled
the rroportional systeinhlas proved an equitable

voter. 'That this is not s0 is evidenced in the small
number of spoîled ballots iu the Winnipeg elec-
tion, thougli the poli was lieavy. As a matter of fact
the systent is simplicitY itself to the' intelligent
voter, and no man or woman has a riglit to the
franchise until lie (or she) knowâ what he is voting
for-and even though lu the countine of the votes
more work is involved by the polling clerks, the re-
sults obtained are worth the extra trouble and ex-
pense. As further evidence of its succeas we- do
not know of any instance wiiere the community,
having once tried proportional representation, lias
gene, or i8 desireus of going back te the old systent,
and it la to be hoped that before long every maunici-
pal counicil lu Canada will be elected under the'
P. R. system.
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