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memome(JOU, as @ woman, are interested in marriage.

Whether you are a girl growing into matur-

Y ity, or have reached the marriageable age, or

! have a daughter or a grand-daughter, you are

interested in marriage, and sooner or later you

pmmmonme[] will be called upon to help solve the most diffi-
I cult problem relating to matrimony.

! This problem will involve one of the most
important questions which will ever arise in your life.

It will either affect your own happiness and that of your
(lrhildren, or it will affect the happiness of someone you
ove.

It will have a direct bearing upon the welfare of the
state and of generations yet unborn, :
_ It is a problem which often comes like a thief in the
night, and has to be handled with the same celerity.

. Stated in the fewest possible words, do you know how
to “sizé up’ a marriageable man?

Can you distinguish a sheep from a goat?

Do you know how to choose, from the circle of your
acquaintances, those men who are alone worth while?

our first impulse will be to say ‘“Yes,” for it is a com-
mon weakness that nearly all of us think we are good judges
of human nature.

But if you will pause for a few minutes’ reflection, you
will find yourself somewhat less certain of your answer.

It is a notorious fact that many of the cleverest men
and women have made the most unfortunate matrimonial
choices.

Nor is it necessary to'look so far from home. Coming
cight down to your own local circle of acquaintances, you
will find numerous wives who have selected the wrong
husbands.

Yet, when they married, all these people thought they
were choosing wisely.

They thought they had solved the problem without an
error, and when they found their answer was the wrong
one, it was too late to change it.

And in those tragic words ‘too late” we begin to realize
that it is not only advisable, but that it is absolutely vital
for you to study well that all-important question: :

“How can | tell'whether or not a man is worth while?”

A few generations ago the choice of a husband was a
much easier matter than it is to-day.

Before the era of trains and steamships, the population
was more fixed. ; ;

We yrew up with each other. We seldom moved away
from home and it was an equally infrequent occurrence
for new people to come into our circle.

So if you had lived then and a young man had started
paying Kis attentions to you, the chances are that you
would already have known him well. You would have
grown up with him, have played with him, have gone to
school ‘with him and have known his tricks and peculiari-
ties.

You would have known whether he was truthful, whether
he'was kind, whether he was sincere. You would also have
known his prospects in life.

In a word you would have had definite facts to consider,
so that it would have been a comparatively easy thing for
you to decide whether or not any young man of your ac-
quaintance would make you a good husband.

But, oh, how different things are to-day!

Perhaps when the history of our times is written, it
will be said that we lived in the Era of Restlessness, when
each generation proved its progress by moving away_from
home. A

The friends of our youth are scattered over a continex;t,'

and seldom a week passes when we are not introduced to

some newcomers who are henceforth to be our neighbors. 4

A strange young man is introduced to you, or to your

daughter, or to someone you love. Acquaintance devélops ¥

into friendship, and presently you begin to see signs that
friendship may ripen into love. BB

Immediately it becomes imperative that? this”young
man should be sized up, and it is equally essential that no
‘mistake should be made. -

You have simply got to know whether or not this young
man would make a good husband. But how are you going
to find out?

That is the question of questions.

That is the problem which I am going to try to help you
to solve. : :

When any great question arises, you have two guides to
its solution.

You may rely upon instinct.
reason.

In trying to judge a young man, I think most of us
depend upon instinct. We say rather thoughtfully, ‘“He
seems to be all right,”” and for the rest of it we trust to
luck.

Now if you had saved a hundred dollars, and a compara-
tive stranger came to you and asked for the loan of that
hundred dollars, would you lend it to him—upon instinct?
Hardly. You would want some very definite information
before you parted with your savings.

Then why should you trust him with your life’s happi-
ness, or that of your daughter, when you have nothing
but instinct to guide you? A

Besides, if you make a mistake in lending money, the

Or you may rely upon

loss is not an irrevocable one. It is not one of those
catastrophes known as living sorrows,

But if you make a mistake in the choice of a husband,
you lose practically all that makes life worth living.

Thus speedily we are forced to the conclusion that you
should not only use your instinct, but that you should also
use your reason to the utmost in deciding whether or not a
man is worth while.

Let us therefore suppose that you have a definite young
man in mind, and that you wish to judge him from the
matrimonial standpoint. =~ Ycu have only to select any of
the young men you know and keep him clearly in mind
while reading this article. Of course we take it for granted
that he has no open vices, such as drunkenness, lying or
bad temper. = Anything like that would naturaily dis-
qualify him without further discussion.

As the problem is much too large to be embodied in one
query, we will divide it into seven parts, into seven ques-
tions, and when we have arrived at the answers of those
questions, I think you will agree with me that we have also

. arrived at the solution of the problem.

In the first place every man worth while must be earnest.

I do not mean that he must go around with a long face
and never smile or crack a joke. But I do mean that if a
man has no sincere convictions, he. will never amount to
much. > ¥

How could he? :

Like a ship, a man must have a definite course and stick
to. it through fair weather and foul. Otherwise he will
seldom, if ever, arrive at the haven where he would be. '

There seems to be a growing class of young men who
‘neither know nor care where they stand on such funda-
mental questions as faith, patriotism or duty.

. This lack of principle, this vacillation, is in itself a most
ominous indication. For the chances are that a man who
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In one way it is difficult to size
Up a young man when he is try-
Ing to make a good inipression
on you.

From the very nature of the

(Concluded on page 20)



