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O human institution is perfect nor incapable of
L being perverted in us
expect absolute pet'fectiun in either the structure or the
operation of our edu What we
should expect, and are enti

fections should be reducel o a minimum, or, to be more
andd educative forces should

When examinations are
ational manuer,

cational iustitutions.
tled to demand, is that imper-

explicit, that the regalative
conflict as little as possible.
conducted in the proper spirit and in a v
they are indispensable aids to education, as well as more
or less effective regulators. When, however, the passing
of examinatious hecomes an end in itself, instead of the
eans to a higher end, examinations are perverted in use.
Nor do we see any sense in recommending the discon-
tinuance of competitive exaninations while advising the
continuance of examinations in geveral.  All exatnina-
Fi‘)lls are necessarily competitive, since it is character-
istic of human beings to seek an end, and hence to com-
Pete even against the possibility of failure. For this
very reason, however, the introduction of artificial sti-
}n“li, such as prizes, scholarships and medals are often
Injurious in their effects, hecause they operate most for-
¢ibly upon those who naturally least require their stimu-
s, cational process is to he carried

So long as the edu
as fitness for the

DOnin a systematie manner, and so long
Position of a public educator is to he determined by other:
t?mu the candidates, so long must competitive examina-
tions have a place in our educational system.
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Te discard examinations entirely because of one evil
consequence, and that, as shewn above, incident to human
n“t‘.‘rc, is, we thiuk, like casting out one evil spirit and
taking in seven others more wicked than it. It is because
the fornal examination is the lass step in the educational
ery account defects are

MN'UCEaN f
Process, and because on that v
are apt to

there and ufrerwards made manifest, that we
‘fdlr-e(‘Iit examinations in themselves with the faults and
adlings of the whole system.  The faults mainly lie in
the wmen who conduct
true function.
We be-

Z];zl:il:).d‘{ ot .L'umlucting and in ‘
Wh wations if they do not perform thcn"

ut ave the true functions of examinations ?
two main heads i~

Ii(}\r
et .

they may he classed under
An educative examinas

N, 1. .ljhlucehtive ; 2. Regulative.
kll(:(l)]\vllfii_t S.V.Steumtic inquisition il?t(‘ the ill(]i\'i(lll}lil’s
e 001-1-‘(. fge, cither to discover its «lcfucts that tlui): .lfi'ty
his lnc“:‘h«‘«l and supplemented, or, in order to 1f‘(,\t, 01;
hig kn.ll al power in the systematic 11se of t]'lC twts 0
the Otl:\\v.ledgc‘ An oflicial or regulative e{«umnatxm), on
attajy, ev hand, sceks to discover the atta'unment or non-
nent of the candidate to @ certait standard  of
BoWledge with u view to his acceptanee o rejection.
Mauch of the success of :mﬁ examination depends upon

le e I3 - .

coy 1ethod adopted, especially when the anm 18 to dis-
e the cnds ¢

U the candidate’s knowledge. The two methods are,

¢ 3 uccordingly, we need not

59

fspeaking generully, the oral and the written, el
its peculiar merits and defects, and either, up.m‘t f:u] e
other, is very imperfect, both as a means of odmt-u Fhe
n.nd as a means of inquisition.  Combined in 1111;: Il:::]?«:n
Z;:;"’()I;Kl:?ve;"l“wy ave f‘fftt“f'nlu‘?y complementary each to
3 1e one great advantage that the written
pos.sesses over the oral is that, by means of it, the exami-
nation is made uniform for all candidates in any one
f:lnss. Aunother advantage which it possesses is that, b
it, the examiner is bett>r able to estimate the g,"(‘,ll,(’l L};
character of the mental culture possessed by the ““‘;‘{i‘
date. The general style of direction, the' enel'u'l' and
clearness of thought displayed in answering “Di‘e; of
questions should, we think, count, in the gelalel‘éll esti-
mate, with accuracy in detail.  Especially will this }‘ul~
‘antage be manifest if the nature of the questions mlzml
be such as to throw the candidate upon his own 1'csm'u'c;3s
f(fr auswers, to call forth his reasoning power, along with
his memory power, rather than a mere reheacsal ofo book
lore. It is of much more consequence to know what use
an individual ean make of the facts of his knowledge Lh‘;u
to know how many of those facts he can reproduce (()n
paper at the shortest notice.  But morve of this anon.

) T Ve s ace of civilizsdi- :
Although this is an age 'Lf civilizatisn and enlighten-
ment, yeb the ideas entertained in regard to culture ave
- . "t ’
astonishing.  Some people imagine that culture lies in

O lotual acquirements.  Others, of an avtisti

intellectual acquiremo ] .fthexs, of an artistic order,
regard themselves cuttured 1f they ave alle to play the
piano well, paint or devour movels.  While others still
of a puritanical ov ascetic turn, deem it to lie in the 1'eep’
: he keep-
ing to the letter of the law, to the negation of anything
(=

of a sensuous or wsthetie nature,

Now it is our object to show that true culture consists
not in any one of these views, but in the truth implied h:
all three. These three sides, viz, the intellectual
wsthetic and moral, represent or constitute the \\‘holt;
nagare of man.  Now. a mau who has three capacitios
which arc capable of inlinite realization, since they :ﬂ;e"
aniversal, and has only oue developed, is ulczuly‘ one-
sided. Hence then, only when his three capacities (;1
his three sides are developed to infinity can he be called
a truly ealtured man. ‘

bjm“ u.mve'rsul ',1e\r01;.1pment, ll(.‘»\vcver, he would yequire
au infinite time in which to realize himself, and favorable
civcumstances, but man has neither. W hat then?  Docs
he despaiv 7 No. He freely grasps by faith, which is a
kind of kunowledge, the universal implied in him, and
rests with submissive will in the infinite spirit which is
extended to him through Christ.  He is then virtually
and is able to do all things, ‘

universal Thus only is

religion possible and christitnity any more than a nawme,

Now, be his development on the iutellectual side, it
has true value only when it is in line with eternal teuth.
Or be it on the westhetic side, it has true value only when



