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ground on which Canada could dlaim a riglit ta interfer
with the action of ber sister Colony in the matter. Th
only reply we have seen from Hon. Mr. Tupper was con
tained in a speech in which, so far as we could gather fron
the report, lie aamewhat hesitatingly adhered to his origi
nai interpretation of the purport of the draft treaty i
question. But the. îoatter certainly needs toelie cieare
up, for Canadians have a right to know the whole facts
in order that they may be in a position to do justice t(
their colonial cousins. No doubt the question wil b
brouglit up when Parliamient meets, but it seemns desirabi
that the Minister of Marine and Fishe(,ries4 shauld, for ti(
sake of bis own reputation, either substantiate bis state
ment or frankly admit bis error.

T" E ayr n Council of Toronto have taken a eiu
respnsiiliy i pemittng he raciceof cutting

ice on the bay for cooling purposes ta ho continued. Apart
from considerations of anybady's self-interest, which shauld
bc held entirely subordinate in sucli a matter, the very
fact that the ice se procured is admitted taeh4 unfit far
ordinary household purposes, shouid be sufficient to con-
demn its use in the butchers' refrigerators. That at least
is the view which wouid, we think, at once suggest itself
ta the unscientific mmnd. In a matter in which the lives
and health of the peuple are at stake, na risks should bc
taken. t is in the hightiat degree unlikely that hundreds
of tons of this ice can ho in use in the butchers' estabhiali-
monts ail over the. city withont more or less of it finding
its way ino generai coîîsumnption. And even if it were
possible to avoid that danger anti guard against the use af
the impure article ini every case for any other than cooing
purposes, is it quite clear that the. disoýase germs can bc
taken into the systemn only as they are Hwallowed with the
food or water 'i18lsnot their very presence in the atmas-
phere a constant source of dangeri That is a question on
which we slioîld have the best scientific opinion befare
deciding a question of seiueuc importance. If there is a
doubt on this paint, wauld it not, ini the mneantime, ho safer
and cansequently riglit ta give the residents of the city
the benefit of the doubt? It is urged th;tt ta farbid the
cutting and use of ice fram the Bay woîîld inean the ls
of eniployment ta nany citizens during the winter seasan
when en.ployment is most needed and hardest ta ho found.
hit s evident that evan this cansideratian, the importance
of wbich we fully admit, should nat prevail against the
public health. But there is surely a fallacy in this reasan-
in g. The ice is a necessity for tha butchers. It muat lie
pracured from saine locaity. Theoanly resuit of lasing
the oaid source of supply would li e t cause the bîîtchers
and othiers interested ta look elsewhere for a purer article.
If it had ta be brouglit f rom a greater distance, or procured
with greater difliculty, the effect cauld anly ho ta increase
rather than diminiali the dernand for labour. One thing is
clear. Sa long as thera is any gaad reason ta fear that
the ico, in question iii a source of danger ta the health of
the city, it is a di8grace and a crime ta permuit its us,3, and
thuse who are the responsible guardians of the interests of
the ,oitizen8 at every point, are guilty of a neglect of duty
in peýrmtitting it. Should net the matter bhobf t in the
handm of the Board of llealth and they held responsible
for the resultal __?_

1 F enthusiasm and perseverance in what the advocate
helieves ta be a goad cause deservea succe8s, Cal.

Howard Vincent certainly ouglit ta succeed in bis advo-
cacy of the project of an Imperial Customs Union. If it
can ho ahown tliat sucli a scheme would banefit the colonies
without iîj uring the Mother Country, and that it is within
the. boun ds of the reasonably practical, no true Canadian
conld desiro ta put the sligltest obstacle in the way of its
promoters. In the meanwhile, it can only ho of service
ta the cause ta point out clearly from time ta time, net
only the difficulties which beset the scheme in itself con-
sidered, but any weaknesses or fallacies in the arguments
advanced in its support, which may tend ta raise, faise
hopea in the minds of thase who may hc inclined ta favour
it, without having time or opportunity ta make personal
investigation in regard ta its real prospects and merits.
We have more than once confesaed ourselvea ta ho utterly
sceptical as ta the possibility of inducing the people of
Great Britain ta consent ta any scheme which proposes ta
again tax their food, no matter by whoni the proposai may
ho advocated or for what purpose. We have seen as yet
no reason ta change aur mind on this point. The applause
with which a public assembly of Britishi operatives in any
locality particularly affected hy the operation of the
McKinley tariff may greet a sanguine orator who lias a rem-

re edy ta propose, in the absence of anyoine dispoz8ed ta poîr
he ont the ohb'jections which in the opinion of aIliers as we
n- qualified ta pranaunce an opinion would inake the reîned
mn worse than the disease, cannot bo îegarded as such a reasoi
5yi- Be that, hawever, as it mnay, the. people of the Mothe
in Country mnay safely he left ta decide the. question, sý
d far as their interests are invaived, for themacîlves. Th,
s, practical point for us ta cansider is the. relation of thi

to question ta aur awn people and interests. To what exten
>0 did Col. Hloward Vincent's Canadiaii tour justify hue ir
le the very sanguine representations which lie is îeaking ii

t.England ini respect te the xvarmntlî of Iris receptiaîm i

~-Canada, and the. heartiness with whiciîfris proJect Nvab
welcomed by the. Canadiati people'? 'Uhere is rio Question
of intentionai maisrepreseîîtation on the. part of Coi. Vii-

as cent. lie no daubt is fully per8ua(h4i that the. great
ýg majarity of Canadians are. ready to giv.. a ieurty end(orse,-
rt ment ta the principle of an Imperial cu4toîn union. Nor
d need it bu doabted that the ,egrierai toneo o the. meetinys
y which lie addresseti whie in Canada was4 suoh as ta give
r apparent graund for that boee. Thto reai question is, tc
1- what extent were those meetinmgs representativo of the
it sentiments of the Canadian people as a %vhale ? May it niot

fhave been that tho announceinent o? bis subjeet anîd the
igenaral purpose of has tour were sucli as would naturally

i have the effect of bringing ont in the main only those wha
9 were favourable ta the scheîue of which lie is tht. ardent

advocate 1 If sa, it is clear tChat any conclusions based
upan the verdict o? those meetings woîld be neccessarily

i one-sided and misleading. [n this connection it mnust of
f course ho borne in mind that Col. Vinent's mission was

in no sense official. Ilad it been otierwise-had liecocine
clothed with represontative powers such that it wouid be
understood that important concluîions4 and perhaps logis-
lative measures depended upon bis report, tho e etingys
might have assumed a very different complexion. As it
waa and is, it is, ta say tire ieast, questionable whether
anything mare can ho inferred froni those meeting,; than
that a considerable and not unimfluential section of the
Canadian peaple wauid ho propared ta consider favourably,
a proposition laoking ta seime form o? commercial union
with the Mother Land. TlO what extent (ven they wouid
ho prepared ta make sucli a union reciprocal by substanttiai
tarifl concessions in faveur of lritishi manufactures, would
ho another and a very important question.

W E certainly deairo ta do full justice ta Col. ViucentXs
Spatrmatic motives and to appreciate at thitr trot.

valua bis disinterested efforts ta draw into closet' caîîmîmer-
ciai relations thre scattered portions of tegreat Briti8li
Empire,.fias lie the statesiayilike qualities whicm
are generally faund essentiai te suc-es in leading anr
important maveinent of tho. magnitude oftChat which
ho is now seeking ta promoto 1 We have not yet, perhaps,
the means of jndging. But it miust l>canfessed that
same portions of bis reported speeches snggest grave
doubta on this point. Note, for instanice, such passages as
that in which lie describes the journalistic rmemy-who-
ever that may have heen-as having "lattackedli11 (nie!)
with malignant venami fromi town ta town, souglit by
poisoned words ta miarepresent youmr patriotie fî< liîg.s,
and, nîindful of has dastard amni ta bring about thio inde-
pandence of the over-sea partions o? tht. Empire of Biitaini,
ta separate them fromnt te Motherland, dislied np with
vinegar and garlic ahi the garrulons growiings of verra]
traitors and set themn bofore the Shetield public as the reai
expressions of Canadian feeling," or that in which lie
charncterizes the arguments of those wvhose views do t
agree with bis awn as Il the post-prandial niaunderings o?
sleek professors," or Ilthe essaya of vtînerabie peers and
the twaddle o? party hiacks." But whatever miay bc
thonght of the probable effect of thiat mode of parrying
the criticisma o? unhelievers, it is at ieast incumrbent upon
the advocates of a revoiutionary change in ireht fiscal
policy of the Empire, ta give a clear answer ta the funda-
mental objections o? those who art> not necessarily
unfriendly ta the project, however they may be disposed
ta examine closely into its monits before coin iitting themi
selves ta nnqualifled approval. This is, we hold, especially
true o? the crucial dilemma which lias mure than once
been presented in these columna, which lias aiso been
urged from the opposite point of viaw by ieading English
journais, and ta, which wa have nover yet seen any clean
answer, or attempt at answer. That dilemima may ha
stated from the Canadian aide somewhat as follows : Cana-
dian farmers are, we are assured, to lha greatly benefl ted by
a discrimimating tax on foreign grains id IBritishi ports in

it faveur of colonial praducts. But the. British market for
1 colonijal grains cauid 'lot 1be made freer than it vow s

y thanks ta the. freo-trade policy of the. Mother Country. It
r. can hardly be tlenied that that mîarket is aiready ample ta
*rabsorb ail, and mamîy tinies nbore tiîan al, the. presemît

a0 products of tht. colonies and ail timey are likeiy ta produce
le under the inost favaurable conditions, for nîany years tt.
le came. Of what possible benefit thon could a Britishi tax
t upon fareigmi imports ho ta, Canadian farmers, save by
ni increasing tht. price of their produets in the Britishi

ilmarkets, a resuIt which the. British labourer is constaîmtlv
ilassurt.d would mot follaw, and which be woultl be likely

;s ta say very einphatically niust not follow î Sir Chiarles
ilTuppers singular theory that the. price a? grain îîay be
Lraiseti without any increase in the. prie of bread, the.
tanioiunt of the, tax being eitbt.r borne by tire generous
-bakers or tiflused in sorte mysteriou: way ino space

r between tht. passage of the grain frain the dtocks and( its
4 emergence ini nîanufactured shape froin the avens, is, v

fancy, rather tua rarifiedt t firîd maruy adherents.

DEATII is îmakcing prodigioas and relenitiesastrides these
witîr miinths, antd is claiming bis victimes %vitlî ani

inpartiaiity which recalis strikingly the. familiar words
o? the. aid IL>owan poet. Nat only dues he knock with equal
boidness at the.]but of the. labourer and< the. palace of tht.
kina he bcshows iikewise tlîat ht. is no respecter of Che-
plain' clotlî of the. parsan or the. prelaticai purpie. The.
disappearance froi tht. stage witbim a ?ew weeks of each
other, a? the. twa mon who, ini widely different spheres and
hy broadiy contrastcd mei(thodas, wielded perhaps lucre
influence respectively ini religions circles than any other
twa men in Engiand, affords iinch nateriai for rellection
an(i comment for those whose province it is ta deai with
religious inattens. Though the secular Journal may
scarcely feel at liberty ta enter into this province toasny
great~ extent, it niay mot ho amias for even it ta note tht.
great guif whicb separated these two men, albeit bath of
theiri professed ta be servants and disciples of the. saine
Master, and ta draw their instruction and inspiration, in
a large nieastre, from the saine book. That necessary
inodifying clause, Ilini a large measure," devers, it is truc,
what was probably tht. chie? source of the very different
views lield and the. vory diffonent moethatta adopted hy the
two men. While the ane recognized a living personal
authority as co-ordinata with the inspired volamne, the
mottaoofthe altler waa alway8 Il the Book !amnui nahing
bîut thîe Book ! " We think it was Cardinal Gibhomi wbo
was reported at ane time as saying that the Roman Catho-
lies and the Baptista stood at tht. two extremes o? religi-
oua thought, ail other denominations occupying inter-
îîediate gyround at a greater or leiis remnove froin ane or
otîmer o? the. two pales o? full sacerdatalisin and absolute
individualisr. Be that as it niay, it would not hie ea.sy ta
conceive a mort. complote contrast than that hetween the
Baptiat Minister standing up without surplice or stole--
we arc not sure wbether lie retained ta the last tht. white
mîtcktmt. which in tht. canlier years of bis ministry lie wore
as a Hliglit mark o? the clonical calling-on an unadorned
piatformîî, preaching ini the implest Anglo-Saxon, with no
accoipanimnent in the service but that o? cangregational
ainging, anîd tht. gorgeons robes and elaborate ceremonial
of tire mass as celcbrated by a Cardinal o? the Rammish
Chnrch. When wve caine ta the dloser test o? deeda inî
the. service ofliumanity, it is perhapa lesa easy ta distin-
"Uiah] between thet. siecies o? clericaiism by thein fruits.
Each was earneat in good works, self-denying, devoted.
if Spurgeon waa the marc active in deeda o? charity,
aver consecrating tht. means gi von him for bis own per-
sona] use ta the work o? feeding the liungry, clothing the
destitute and educating the ignorant, it may ho said tlîat
Manning, on the other hq6nd, waa hroader in bis synmpathies
with the masses mn their atruggle againat the tyranny o?
capital and caste, as was evidenced by bis great services ta
the, dock-labourera ini their lie-and-death struggle a year
or two since. In one most important respect, liowever, it
seema difficult ta dont-thougb o? course the adhcrents
o? Manningas ecclesiastical system wiil more than douýt-
that the. goneral influence o? the diasenting preachers hfe
and teaching tended mucli mare powerfulhy ta the per-
manenît ?reeing and upliting o? the downcast and oppressed
o? every clasa than that of the great Roman prelate. The
one stood for the fuileat individuai ?reedom o? thouglit,
the other for absolute authority in religion. By danse-
quence, the'influence of the one was whoihy on the aide o?
universal education and intelligence, the other on that o?
unquestioning intellectuai. subjection. The question whioh


