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number of miserabie animais have died in thc unutterable agonies of
artificiaihy-prodnccd rabies, an aggravated forin of that awfni disease wbich
Maybew tells us amounts ta being &alý/amed ail over.

lt is right and proper for doctors to warn us in moderation, but they
do it beyond ail reason, Touci flot! 1 Tate iiot! Handle flot! Tbere is
deatl in the pot. 'Ware microbes lucre! '-nare bacilli tiere!1 AIl thc
world's a hospital, and ahi the nuen and worme-n merphy patients.

RETICENCE1.

:No quality bas gained more in public esteeni in oiur country, and witb

good reason, than the one which is expressed by tie word ;"reticencee." If
wc look at the old uses of tie word t1wy genernlly inïply a censure, instead
of approval. It is but lateiy that "lreticence" has become a terni of praise,
instead of accusation, or, at mnost, dubious and casuistie npology. But as
authority decines, and one man's wor<t is supposed ta be primae Jacle as
good as anothcr's, people begin to see titt tiere inust be some wny of (lis-
tinguishing amidst tic discordant voices whicb is Wortb listening, to and
which is not, and tbey find it permissibie, even on tie rnost deunocratie
principles, ta attach inost wcight to the words wlîicb are ic'ast iighthy
uttcred and which, whcther ticy are or are not carefuliy weiglicd, are at
least spokenl under conditions of apparent deliberateness and seif-restraint,
wbich render it conceivable tint they mugit have been cnrefully weughed.

At a tume wien the eagerness to have tic irst word bas seldoin been
equalied, and, as a consequence, the Bibel of assertions and eontradictions
ou atmost aIl subjeets is perfectly deafening, it is not surprising tint even the
demonracy begins to discrirninate between tiiose who are louudest, most pre-
cipitate, and niost confident in their crie~s, and those who reserve their judg-
nment tilt it is at henst possible tînt they may have got a judgment wortb
cxpressing to express. The word Ilreticence," which in old times, when
men were more suspicions of reserve than tbey were impatient of garru-
iousness, was supposed ta imply n sort of dupticity, las now corne ta be
associated witb discrimination and self-restraint. To say of a man that he
was reticent, used ahmost to suggest dissimulation, wiereas it naw means
only that lie does not open lis lips tili lie bas considered wbat he bias ta say.

And yet tiuis is but a return ta the old state of mind witb wbich the
sententians East judged the comparative garrulousness and iooseness of
purpose wbicb it noted among thc quick-witted Greeks. St. James was
evideuntly aglast at the toqnacity of the Greek converts, and toak tIc
greatest pains ta impress upon theni that wbat bie catted "lthe engrafted " or
Ilimplanted " word whicb was able ta save their souls, was nlot a Word
whicl they ought ta bave forever on their tangmes, but, on the contrnry,
was ane wbidh sloutd make theni "lshow to spenk " as weil as "lslow ta

wratb," onc ta be receîved with Ilmeekness," ane ta make themn doers and
not taikers, one of whicl it should be the first and most striking result
that it enablcd tbemn ta bridie and tame tînt tangue wbicl could nat be

tamcd of any humnan power, but only by that divine power of wiictî be
was thc messenger. Wbat St. James would bave said ta aur modemn Press,

witl its eagcrncss ta startie if it can do nathing else, we can imagine.
Rie would bave said tînt it is Ila rcstless cvii fuît of deadly poisan." and

that unless men eau wnit ta spemuk until thcy are tolerabiy sure tint tbe

impulse wiicb opens their lips is neitber frivolaus nar misciivaus, they

certainly caunot bc tic ministers of the sort of message wbich is given

froni a source bigler tian thei-ntves. We can undcrstand how tic

pions Hebrew, who is said ta bave womn nway the stones of the Temple
witb bis constant kneeling in sulent prayer, must have fretted bimself over
the kecu Greek couverts wbo, as lie probably thaught, multiplied words
witbout knowtcdge." Tié- East was always reticent, and valued reticence.

Tic West Ilunpacked " its heart with words, as Hamlet snys. Dr. New-
man spoke thc truc wisdoni of the East.wbeni le wrote

Prune thon tby wards, the thaughts contmI
That a'er thee swell and thraug;-

They will condense within thy soul,
And change ta, purpose strong.

13ut be who lets his feelings run
in sof t luxurious flow,

,jhrink8 wvhen bard service muet be done,
And faînts at every woe.

Tic feeling tbat it is better not ta spenk at ail tîn ta speak

lighitly is anc which bas nlways proceeded froni tIc conviction

tînt utterance of ail sorts las sometbing sotenin in it which
shouid imply a bteadfnst purpose, and not a mere vibration of

tic nerves. In an age af prattle and gassip like ours, thus convic-
tion bas almost dioappeared. But natural scect-tian iteif is bringing it

back, for haw is there ta be any discrimination between ane kind of vehe-

mence and another, unless we distinguisb, hawcvcr roughiy, betwecn the

words thiat were weigied and tie words tint were nat weigied,-the

words wbicb at least appeared ta bave n cnref ul backgraund of though t

and preparatiafi bhiind tbcm, and the words whici werc sa precipitate
thnt tîcir Imite was evidently due ta tic desire ta preoccupy tic field 't

0f course, reticence may be eithcr cvii or good ; but votnbility, thougli

it may not be in any sense cvii, can neyer be essentiahly good, can neyer be

anytiing better than tic fruit of a mind wiicb is always effervescing with

its awn unconsidered or ill cansidered experience. But thougi reticence
ýuay be cither of good or bad origiui, it is quite a mistake ta suppose, asi
people oftcn do suppose, that there is neceQsarily in al] reticence a want of
simpicity,-a kind, indeed, of duplicity. Proabby there nover was any-

tbing less like duplicity than tic sententious reticence of tise Eastern
genus. Indeed, St. James, wio makes so bitter an attack an ioquacity of
ail sorts, ex ressly desoribes a double-minded man as Ilunstable in ahi

lis ways," and regards it as the test of true simplicity that a man should
not vacillate or express doubts of which hie bas only just become conscious.
Reticence does nlot ini the least imply either taciturnity or craft. A man
may be fuit of life and the source of stimulus to othýers, and yet in the
hest sense reticent,-indisposed, that is, te give out hastily and ill-considered
suggestions and impressions, which may set mnen travelling on the wrong
track, and stili more indisposed to give ont crude suspicions and innuen-
does whicb may set men condemning those whom they have no right to con-
denin. Reticence may imply nothing but a deep sense of responsibility
for ail those words which are pregnant with action, those which tend t'O
determine what men shall do, and stili more perhaps what thoy shall be.
The late Lord Jddesleigh noticed that in Ksngq Lpar Cordelia shows the

most mnarvellous reticence, though hers is the inost impressive and benignant
eharacter in the play, IlIn the first act she lias only forty-three lines
assigned to hier. She docs nlot appear ilgain until elle fourtb net, in the
fourth scene of which she has twenty-four lines, and in the seventh thirty-
nine. In the fif th act she has five lines. Yet during the whole progresS
of the play we eau neyer forget bier, and after its melaneholy close she
lingers about our recollections as if we had seen soine being more beautifuli
and pure than anything on earth, who had communicated with. us by a
higher mediumi than words." Yet with ail this reticence, no0 one gives us

a profounder impression of simplicity than Cordelia. That single line,-

Whiat shall Cordelia speak? Love, and be silent!

seeîns to express lier very essence. Cordelia's reticpee is a reticence Of
silence ; but the reticence of Hermione, in The W1inier's Tale, is the reti-
cence of speech ; and there, agnin, we find a pprfect simiplicity beneath the
reticence we note,-the reticence whicb keeps back ait thnt cannot be trulY

uttered, and yet bas no lack of simple and fittiug utterance. What reti,

cence there is in lier farewell tu the husband wbo so tuujustly accuses her

Adieu, my Lord 1
1 neyer wished to see you sorry :, 10w
J. trust 1 shall.

How worthy is that of the woman who had to utter the compiaint 1-

I am n ot prone to weeping, as our sex
Cornmonly are: the want of which vain dew
Perchance shall dry your pities:- but 1 have
That honourable grief lodged here whieh burns
Worse than tears.drown."

No one could deny the exquisite sirnpiicity of Elerrnione's character, and
no one could deny its reticence.

The trutb is, that reticence oniy impties an Instinctive besitatiofi
whether the tbougbt of the moment ought or ougbt not to be expressed,

and snany of the simplest characters that ever existed bave feit that hesita-

tation even in early childhood. Ail characters that bave the instinct O

detachment, the instinct that each mind bas a life of its own whicb it m'ay
or may nlot be right to communicate to others, feel this reticence as a per-

manent instinct. And certainly it is one whicb this age, fond as it 19
superficial excitements, greatly needs. The tendency of the day hel'P
society ta absorb the individual, instead of belping the individual ta reSst,4

to modify, and if necessary, to transform society. It is a tume hh
reminds us of the adage that Emerson used to quote, IlLittle pot soofl
hot," a tume in whicb small excitements spread very fast, and carry peOPle
away who bave no individual life and reticence of tbeir own. O111Y the
truly reticent can be secure against the saciety of su3,h an age as aura.-
The Spectator.

OUR MUNTREAL LETTER.

WE poor Montrealers are certainly in the bad graces of fate. .1
season's "lgreat events " seeni now to be naught but fires and floods .

tIe burning of a lenther goods factory and tanncry and some adjinng

bouses yesterday morning twenty famulies faund themnsclvos houselegs, and

four hundred cmpioyces were tlrown ont of work. s hg
A fortunate thing nature has donc sa nmncb for this city ie tdok

amnongst us whose horizon is not bounded by Craig Street and thei .ok
might find "lthc wcight of life " rather beaver to be borne thanIlti

down of summer air." As it is, when we contempiate our Ilbut,, Po

iiariy iovely, now blnsbing boneathi the first rougli caresses of te
wind ; hnw iwfo t umtta ogoscutyWlodlan F
and silver river, and shndowy mountain, wc are resigned, and iwrl

thanlk beaven there 18 at ieast one "ldistraction" within the reach Of evr

body. AIs I I fear the hnndrcds who cannot drive have lite prk
chance of enjoying thc strangely beuiu itrsec unin Our P

rond reeals.retdelabu nights ou t," and thc crowds Of s'l'y" eove1:,
dressed danisels and idie men that lbannt aur principal street every.bî6 to
inq f nlly tcstify how popular these are. Would it be quite i'UPOsS 1. ce
introduce a periodical Ilaftcrnoou out? '" Sureiy seine littie expC. 1

and teaching would canvince the working classes, and more esPecatid
servants, that the pure air of aur mountain is preferabte te th ic d
atmospherc of ill-drained tbranghfares; tbe glorious panorama 0vr dis-
Nature spreads before us, if we wiii but ciimb te look, ta the twr

plays in shop Windows. lca8ed

The IlAcademy " opens an Mouday. Already wlat they areP td

scarcely be just ta pranounice upon the Ildi8hes " until we have ts*

theni, yet 1 fear there is notiing in tbe ménu likciy to te nt thc cP~al

of any save moat cnthusiastic amateurs ýdu théaire." Noho~ aure

manager in Montreal should cntirely ignore the existence Of thaoew t
opposed to tlcatr-going. If concert hall and playhoLise wereO'
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