
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

,any one to say a word in behiaîf of my client-a client in wbose condition and
treatment the whole buman race is iuterested ; men and worneni, old aud young,
the ivise and the unwise, the civilized and the savage, in every clime and country
under the sun. As I said before. it rnay be Quixotic in me. But 1 wage
battie in defence of the LEFT HAN 1).

How is it that this excellent mnember of tic burnan body is treated witb an
amouint of ucglect and injustice greater than is bestowed on any other? WVe
make no distinction ini our favours between the riglit eye and the left. l'le
one can see as wvell as the other;- and tbe left eye can appreciate the charrns of
-a lovely ivoman or a beautiful landscape as well as the nigbt. 'l'lie ieft ear is
as acutcly susceptible of the sounds of pleasure or of pain as the right. lu
walkiug the left leg dees as inuicb duty as the right ; and I bave yet to learu
-that there is any difference between the left foot and tbe night, when they are
alternately planted on the ground, either in running, leapiug, or wvalking ; aud
wbetber they do flot equally iveli sustain tbe %vhole weiglit of the body, when the
body requires their support. But, between the riglit biaud and the left, there is
-an appreciable diffeence-a difference which I miaintain te be the work of art,
of prejudice, of habit, and of ignorance, and flot of nature. It is true that the
doctors sometimes tell us that the position of tbe heant on the left side of the
body renders it desirable that we should flot use the lefit baud su frequently and
Se constantly as tbe rigbt, lest %ve should, somehow or other, damage, or weary,
or interfere witb the action of tbat mnost important organ. This is a statenient
wbhicb I sbould feel more iuclined to respect, if the sanie reasouing were applied
to the left leg. But the doctors do flot go this length ; and, witb ail defereuce
te their superior knowledge of anatoiny and physiology, I arn uuconvinced and
incredulous on this subject, and think that the beart is made the scapegoat of a
weakness of îvhich it is not guilty, and that tbe left hand is the innocent victirn
of an iinreasonable deinsion.

The name of this neglected memiber of the burnan form. divine is bighly
suggestive of tbe wreng comrnitted against it. It is called the Il left" because it

is left eut of the proper course of work and business; leif eut of consideration ;
left: te neglect, and even te sceru. 'l'le Romans called it sinister, the French
caîl it gaudie, and the Germiaus links, none of whicb words cunvey the Englislb
meaning of abandouneut. But, ou the l)rincil)le, tee open and tee comnionly
at wvork in the world, of giving a dog a bad namne and then hiauging liini, tue
Word Il sinister " applied te tlîc peer left liand, lias coine te sîgnify auy course
of proceediug that is dark, wicked, or nialîgnant. A maai with a sînister
expression of couintenauce is bield te be the reverse of amîiable or agreeahie;-
and a Il sinîster" report, or rumeur, is eue tlîat is laden wvith cvii. 'lo de a
thiug Il over the left" mneans net te do it ; a left-handed comnplimnîet is an insoîit
in disguise ; and a "left-handed " marniage is eitber lie mîarrnage at ail, or a
marriage wbich tue lord of the creation whob contracts it is mucli tee hig an(
inigbty te avew. 'l'le Il bar-sinister " in lîeraldry signifies illegitimiacy ; and

Ileft "beîng in eue seulse tbe opposite of Il riglit ' lias been hield, with the
grossest injustice, te be tbat other 'opposite of' riglît whicli is desiguated as

w9%ronig." WVben a maxi or wemian is iniifortuniately in the position of a wituess
in a Court of justice, lie or slîc is told te lîold tlîe Bible in the rigbt baud,
1)efore kîssing tbe book-as if the left WOuLLd vitiate the sanctity of the oatb.
'l'le Nlamruedans in a siimilar spirit wilI neot evenl toucli the Koran with the
left biaud on tue mest ordinary occasions. l>oer lcft biaud

AIl faculties of mind aud body suifer imipaîrment and diminution from
disease. No man or wemafl in civilisC(l society can turm lus or lier cars hack-
wards or forwards te catch a sotnd iii eitlîer dlirection, as ail wilîl animais eau
Who live in a state cf constant alarmi or danger firorn their cemeiies. 'l'le
savage aborigines of tis continent, and other wild tnibes iii every part of the
world wbere men are compelled te rely uipon tbeir own vigilance and strength
for protection against opponients, are said te possess tlîis f.ictlty, whlich thecir
civilised ceinpeers, accustomied te rely uipon the law and upen the piccu for
their sccunity against aggressieiî, bave conipletely lost. lIi like iianiier tic

blind, xvho are depnived cf tue meost precioxis of aIl tue f.îculties, ar neleidowed
with a more exquisite sensibility cf touch and hîearng than people w-hlicau se,
simply liecause tlbey are dnivexi by paxuful îîecessîty te cuntivate and iake the

mlost of suchI faclties as rernain.

One Wbo is dcprived cf lus niglît hîatd v'ery spceedily leartis te tise tue left,
and te apply it te every purpose of dexterity and skill, tilI lie mnakes it as efficient

as ivas its fellow. Childrexi, wl'hen thev first begixi to take notice of tlic wonld in
wbich tbey live, se conmiouly lise lînil lîa"iîs alike, that they have te be
corrected by their parents or innrses and te Ixe tatiglt systeîflftically te give the

rigbt baud the prefereuce iii cenveyiîîg the food te tlîeîr ititbs, aiîd neyer te

let the left band do tllat wiib it is the ctîstenî of seciety' te perfonîn witli the

rigbt. W/e are teld iin the Book cf Judges that during the fearfiuî civil %var
between Israel and tue tnîbe of Benjamin, there wvere seven buudred chosexi
men of tue latter îvbo were left-hauded, and tbat every eue cf these wanriers
could Il sîing stones at au bain's breadtli, aîîd no miss." ''us ecd Mali uas
Wortb two in battle, because lie bad been traiîîed te miake bis left baud equal te

bis rigbt. If seveîî hundred men ceuld bave been thus educated, îvby net

seven tbousaud, or seven bundred tbousand, or the wbele of the buinan race?
There is ne neasen, but habit, prejudice *îud fashion - for the doctor's reason,
apro pos of the beant, I shail take the liberty of considcning tînfounded util it
shali be satisfactorily proved in the case of auy left-banded man or weman,
that the action of bis or bier beart has been injuriously affected by bis or bier
ambidexterity.

0f course ail argument is vain ou this subject. l'le old cannot leann, and
the youug will net. Besides, it rnay be rcplied that, ail tbiugs censidered,
the wenld gets on very weil as it is, altbeugli it euîly uses one-baîf of the
rnauual skiil with wbicb Nature has eudowed tbe iordly race that bias subduedi
and replenish2d it. All this is true. Yet did net the wenld get ou very well t

witb oil-lamps, stage-coaches, beys, and the semnaphore, and witbout gas, rail-
ways, steamsbips, aud tbe electnic telegrapb ? Let us be couteuted, bowever,I
and let us rejeice that fashion and prejudice bave net doue te tbe left eye, the
left ear, the left nostnil, tbe ieft leg and the left foot, the injustice tbey have t

doue te the left baud.r
But, after ahl, tbe whîriigig of Fashion and prejudice bas its reveuge, as well t

as the whirligig of Timne. if the maie haif of the werld dees such injustice te
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itself as to sacrifice fifty lier cent. of its working power, the female half of the
world takes up the co-equal link that bas been scorned, and makes it a beauty
and a joy for ever. On the fourth finger of the hand whicb is flot s0 greatiy in
danger of collision îvith tbe hard facts and bard implements of toil, as the band
that does the daily ivork of the world, the wornan places the symbol of marriage,
the plain gold ring, wvhich it is the glory of a true woman to be privileged to Wear ;
bappîest of aIl, the happy she, il« conjugal love on ber p)art, and that of bier
busband, be as unalloyed withi falsehood and change as tbe pure gold is witb
dross ;and if the circle of their mutilai confidence and affection be as comiplete,
and without a break in its continuity, as the lîttle circle wbicb on the wi.4bed-for
bridai morn bier spouse placed uipon bier finger. It is a variety of tbe saine old
medical superstition, that bas so largely bielped to bring tbe left band into
disuse arnong rnankind, tbat bas belped. the better and fairer balf of
rnankind to make arnends for the injustice donc it. IlTb'le wedding
ring," says an ancient author, Ilis ivorn on tbe fourth finger of tbe left baud,
because it was forrnerly believed tbat a,, srnall artery ran .from the finger
to the beart. This," he adds, Ilis contradicted lw experience ; but scveral
erninent authors, as well Gentiles as Christians, as well physicians as divines,
were forrnerly of tbis opinion ; and, therefore, tbey tbougbit this finger the
l)roperest to bear tbis pledge of love tbat frorn tbence it mîiglit be conveyed,
as it were to the lieart. I used to raîse suicb as ivere fallen in a swoon
by pincbing dbis joint, and by rubbing tbe gold ring ivitb a little saffron, for by
this a restoring force passeth to tbe beart, and refresbeth the fouintain of life by
which the finger is joined. Wberefore antiquity thought fit to cornpass it about
witb gold."

In ouir day the rubbing of the gold ring witb a new dress, or witb a set of
diamonds, mighit possihly be more effective than the rubbing with saffron. But
let that pass. l'le riglit baud may be given in marriage, bult as far as the
ladies are concerned, it is tbe left baud that confirms and seals the bargain.

_____________________ ales Mfackay.

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM.

lui this age of enlighitennment and education, ve dIo liot require so rnuch
the knovledge of fact as to be irnprcssed with the nec<'essity of acting according
to our knoNvledge, and to be roused to a life filled îvith the force of a 'vilI
determined to dIo wvhat wc know to be righit. This is îiot a w'ant linîiited to any
class, l)ut is commnon to ail. l'hink w'hat a différent world it wouild be if aIl
îvould hionestly concentrate ail they knoîv of' vhat is good into oi'lward and
visible actions. And it is wonderful liow sucb a course, steadily pursued,
Nvould add to our- knoîvledge îvisdon-tèr knowvledgc is the Icaf and wvisdoin
is the fruit-the genuine wisdoîn of loving God and keeping bis coinrnand-
ilen ts.

Tiake it for granted that aIl in this Christian land know what tbey
oughit to tio and be. 'l'lie Christian ivorld lias hecn teaching this for nineteen
cenîturies, and what is the result ? rïoi the standî,oint of one of the world's
great writers, that "laIl religion bias relation to lif*e, and the life of religion is to
do good," ive rnust sec in and arotind us a great nniny serions defects wvbich
onight te be helped by dloiig better. Business is too often .so recklessly con-
ducted that it prov'es a nîcans of rtnining thousaîîds, and labour is undertaken
iii a spirit of doing as little as possible for the bigbest price attainable. Frieud-
shlî i eans a bollew nîask, or bias its enigin iii sclf-interest; and love, tlîat
oughit to lie tlîe purest and truest of eartbly joys, lias grovn inercenary-er
Nvorse. 1'ei really rejoice becartily in the suiccess of anotber, and feiver stili
have the tirne and disposition to wait on, bclp, and encourage the worried, the
disappointed and the sad. Self-intercsýt sems to bave tbe upper baud even
with the best of us, and wve feel ive nitust flot lose our business or position, or
friends, for any secondary (?) considerations. -Our cliurches are ofteu too like
the fiainily circle tbey are so fircquently and patbetically compared to, for in
thein there are dissensions, jealousies, a kecping uip of false appearances, and
a Nvant of brotberly love, ivhicb is quite appallmng and <mite characteristic of too
miany bousehiolds. Ea<:l memiber tries to inake bis own way inic b world, and
grabs at the fortunate chances iii lifé, quietly Ieaving bis l>eorer neiglibotnr to
bis own resotirces, becanse the world bias eiiteretl into the cburch more than
the chîîirchli as entered into the %vorld. Evexi tlîe Chîristian miissienaries do flot
escapîe tbe searching eye of some of the pul ic, who think they find iii sucb
enterprises more zcal for self than for our felloîv-men.

As we think of ail this, it senms as thougb we wvere listcning
te thec wc'ary sighing of a wintry wind as it siugs its dreary dirge
over the fallen leaves of surmmer. But suirely such a state of affairs
is unnecessary. Having bad se minch olqiertunity to, know, is it flot tiie
now to try wvhat doiug Nvill accomiplish ? (Our actions make ouir life
and show our- character, and if self is aIl we think of and care for, we wvill
soon becomne incap)able of any genuine love, friendship, bonesty or sincerity
towards God or mari. 'l'le alinost daily prayer of ail Chriisteudomn is-
IThy kingdoin corne, Thy ivili be doue on eantb as it is in Ileaven,"

and baving said tbese perfect and comprebiensive, words, we seern satisfied
to ]eave tbe resuit to "Our Fatber." But tbe man who truly prays this
p)rayer, does flot rnock bis Maker îvitb a forrn of words, but tries, in ail tbe
acts of blis daily life, te do justly, te love mercy, and to walk humiibly, as is
required of birn. To be good is flot a passive state, but eue thorougbly active,
tf is to do good. 'l'le ivili of God is the saine for eartb as Heaven, and wbhen

we do that ivili, tbc Kingdom of Heaven is forrned witbin uis, a reigu of love to,
God and love to man wbich is a life of manifest usefulness for the good ofI
otbers iu every way that cornes in our power, even if we suifer in wealth or
position, or in the estimation of others, or in any way wbatever. If aIl Ivere
:boroLîgbly impressed witb tbe fact that our own personal conduct iu doing
*vhat is .good would bring about the auswer to this prayer, wby sbould we
hesitate to act ? Is it too practical ? and does it involve too much seif-denial ?I
ls there flot a lurking desire to wait for a change of affairs iu the distant future,
.o be brought about by some legerdemain process that rernoves ail present
esponsibility and trouble? And se we ivait for eigbteen bundned years and
bîuk ail will corne in IlHis own good time. But tis tîrne is always, to-day.I
Nbenever any one wills to do good and does it, to bim the Kingdom is corne.

S ~ 8.~ E~EJ~ & 00- 138 T- J.A2YLEIS STEE Shirts to Order, and Perfect Fit given.

47,

S Z. & GO- 138 ST- J--Ê-MIMB'


