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bit of glass to, analyze a ray. As ever of' old it shines, rejoicing as a strong

,man to run a race. And so will Religion. 'Marly old theories about it have

been exploded-rny false notions dispellel-but Religion bias flot changed,

and will flot change. You need flot wait te see what Science is going to do. It

will do Religion no harrn, it will do it nothing but good. It will flot pluck a

single gema frorn its diadem ; it wvîll neot cause its throc to shake ; it ivili flot

abate a jot of its glory or its powver. Theie are mysteries wvhich will rernaîn

mysteries-which. Science wvill neyer expla-in and neyer explain awayr-but

there are also great tangible truths w'hich. hie wbo ivill rnay grasp and bold--

facts and principles, and these will nlot charqge though heaven and eartb sbotild

pass away.

Others again profess to find a reason for not becoming Christians in the

nature of our churches or the character osf soi-ne member or inlerbers cf the

Church. They say, Ilwhat do your Christians more than others ? We have

made bargains withi them, sold themri goods, taken their notes, and found tbem

'no better than other men. They xviii drive as close a bargain, clutchi at any

advantage, exact usury, prevaricate and over-reacb as much as the veriest

worldling in the market. 'rhey care nothing far each other's peace or honour,

would ruin a mac to, carry a- crotchet tbroughi, or gratify a prejudice." And I

acknowledge that there is force in that. WVhen 1 speak to mec, and they teill

me of the inconsistency of members, 1 allow that they have a strong point.

Wben they point te the narrowncss cf file chatrches, tlic girn and gbastly muies

set up in many cf thein, and say, sec what various hindrances w'e incet tri

ceming to the mercy-seat." 1 greatly synîpathise xvitlc thein. Býut if yuui xill

think a mntent you xvill sec that tlic rcason is a vcry foolishi anud a x'erv shal-

low one. If mnen liad te join this or tlîat clcnrch lin order te, tind Chlrist, hiad te

observe cer-tain rides and subscribe certain crccds before they could be accepted

of God, the reason xvculd be strong, but that is not se. Voit are invited te

Christ, te peace, te, God. Net by the way etf a chureb, but by the xvay cf the

cross, by the way cf a living faith. The Churcli may be helpftil te you though

the members are flot perfect ; it will give yen opportunity for work ; it xvill give

you scope for doing good-but it is Christ first. If a starving man were

invited te a meai, do you tlaink hie would stop te enquire wbe would sit at table

with bim - wbether his right band neighbour would put bis knife te bis rnouth,

or bis ieft band neighbour take a bocie in bis fingers ? No-lie would go at

once, take the first chair &ce could find, and be s0 occupied at first with eating

that lie would only knowv that others were eating toc, and then îvould be so

fiiled xvitb gratitude te flic hast that lie %vould pour eut bis thanks, cor find a

moment to spare for grumbling. Our churches are net perfect. The best of

tbemn have very many 'things they would be better withont, and there are many

things tbey might have, but will net take from eartb or heaven. Our churcb

members axe net perfcct; tlie best cf uls lackç macy tbings ; we have failinigs;

we sin and suifer. If members of churches ivere perfect wvhat would yen do

with tbem ? I-ow would they be able te live and act eut in social life-out iii

commercial life ? What would they de for a living ? It is easy enough te xvalk.

perfectly xithin the walls of a convent or mockery-but perfect men acd

women mîust bie mec and wemen dcing the daily, lboly work cf life, buying and

selling, keeping house, and belping te keep going tlîe vast machinery of our

national life. 1 de flot desire te ficd excuse fer flic evident measuros and clar-

rowcess cf chnrch members. I know liow hiale their practicos agrc together

often-but I do wact te say that the livos cf Christians are no reai excuses for

mec wbo heid aloof from religion. We do net preach churcb. memrbers, but

Christianity-Christ. He~ is perfect. Christ is before the Chnrch ; religion is

before creeds. Though I ain glad to sec mec joining the Cburch, i do net

preach for that. I am n ot over-anxieus about the lcngth cf the Church roll,

but 1 arn acxious that mec sbeuld join thernselves te thc life cf God by faitlî

in Christ, that they should go te tlîe feast and cat and live for ever.

But there are real and substactial reasous why mec do net becemno Chris-

dans, and Christ, the great reveaier of Gcîd te mac acd mac te hirnself, tells us

in this parable what they are. One said-" I have beught a piece cf ground,

and must ceeds go and see it." Another-" 1 have bought a yoke cf oxen, and

go te prove tbem." Another-"l I have married a ivife."

There is the great idea wbicb nocne here xviii decy, that Religion is a feast

-food for mind and beart-meat and drink that build up fer cternity, but

between the seul and that stand tlîree great practical hindrances-these pos-

session, business, pleasure.. Christ preaching te His age, to the people thece ini

Judea, said-The Kingdonî cf God is at hacd, but ye will net enter in ; yau

are hindered, effeetually prevected-soe becanse cf yeur xveaitb, sente

because cf yeur enjcyments. Yen see how readily the parabie înay bo adopted

by us to-day. The times bave net changed much, at ieast the spirit cf theîn is

the samne. Just look. I b ave bcught a piece cf gronnd," that is possession,

and hie is the very ideal of a moerc prosperotis mac. He is one cf tbose

mon wbo began low down witb a strang and steady determication te rise-

began in poverty witb the fixed purpese cf getting rîcb. Tbings ]lave goe

weli xvitb birn. He bas watched the market, and whether prices xvent tip cr

down bie profited thereby. He seerns te have been boem under a incky pianet

H1e began poor and new is rieh. 11e is cautions and nover loses greatîy; far

seeing, and lays eut bis plans witb masterly skill ; administrative, and executes

admirably. His life for a score cf ),cars bas beon what, iii the streets, thoy

cail "la splendid success." J-e buys a big hanse, fuîrcished with the best of

leather and the best cf siik, rcws cf weil-bound books that xviii neyer be nsed,

macy servants that wili bo used. He said offern ic theolad days cf biard work

acd care, 'lIf I can ociy suceed a lîttie, and put seme moniey by for a rainy

day, I xviii turni Christian and seek te save my seul, and do soute good te mec."

The success bas came and tlie rainy day bas not; it is ahl sucsbice; a por-

petuai summer. The cry of the master rings tbrcugh. the great bouse ; gees

piercing its way througbi ciosed dears and heavy curtains--" Came tc the feasty

for ail tbings are ccxv ready," and what is the answer-"l I pray thee have me

excusod . I arn ricb 1 weil ciothed ;well. bouîsed ;weii fed; 1 have a feast cf

my awn, and my friecds are ail bore ; I must enjey it new that I have get it; I

must listen awbiio teO flattery; it is very sweet. It is deiigbtfui tc hear tbem

say, 'wxhat a splendid hause ; xvbat a sîiccessful mac.' " Acd se the possession

stands between him and Christ, hinm and God, him acd beaven. Tt is a sad

tbing, but true, that mec for the most part aiiow their bills cf silver nd geid te

divide tbemn frcm Cbrist. The Hebrows turced their backs upan the bleak huIs

of Canaac , rewv rich anîid tixe faf lands of Gosohen, and straigbtaxvay forgot

the God of Abraham. David in laciiness and exile hungored and thirsted after

God. David prosperons, sunning bimself on tbe ioads of his palace hungered

andI tbirsted for the anc ewe larnb cf a brave and faithful servant. It is the

case with nion now. Mcix grow prospereus, and forget the poar ,forget the

xvidows andi the orplîais ; the lieart that once bled w'ith pity, and thrilled with

an eager desire te hlpl, lias grown liard and ccitt as bis licaps of goid. Tbe

young mnac xvcut awvay frein Chlrist because lie lîad possessions, and many do

that loxv. ; pîrospcrity had liardcced tUic beart ;darkenefi in the mnd; givec a

twist te tlic moral nature, and lie prefers is owi carnai feast te, tlc feast whicb

Christ ba-, prepared for the seul].

But it need not be it ought net to bc. Christ nev or sccffed at riches.

H1e sat doxvn witb the ricb at //wir feast - le bade thern corne te fHs feast;

He ioved, the young mac cf great possessions. Wealth is ne barrier; pros-

pority is ne roason on Gad's side. Many a rich mac bas gano ta, the feast, and

prcved himself a saint and a bero in bis Mastor's cause. Tbere v.e hosts of

mec-I kcaow a few cf them-vbor prosperity bas nover icjured; their grati-

tude bas gene on greatenicg with their success, and their cbarity lias eclarged

witb every incroase of nîcans. The Ilcharities that soothe and heai and bless,

are scattered at their foot like flowers." Their beads are circied round witb

Ithe lxrirnevai virtues that shine as stars," for in tiîeir prosperity they have kept

the faith. by the grace cf Ged thîey ]lave possessed their xvealth, and neyer

boxved the knee te unworthy mammon.

The second mnade excuse on the score cf business 1I have beugbt five

yeke cf oxen, and I go ta prove tbern." Christ spoko te bis tirne, and snited

His xvords te the circnrnstances cf the people. W'ere H-e te corne te Montreal

Ho wouid cocvey the samne lesson in other forrns. Like this, perbaps :I

have taken a sbep and started a business. I bave ernbarked ail my capital in

it. Lt is a risk, but by induistry and a littie skiil I boec te succeed. Se yen

nuist hlîod me excuscd froni ail] other inatters noix. I shahl have te forget that

I arn a citizen--that I1 arn a ma ti iuortal. If I attend church it wvihl be for

deceîîcy's sake, and ycu mnust ixot exîîect mec te attend nnuch te psaim or

sermon. This biusinecss takes uip ail miy tinie and tbouigbt. 1 must werk liard

te got credit and customners. I mnust snccccd. Tho iodger must ho iny Bible;

buying and sellicg my highest work; rnaking nieney îny bighcst aim. I know

1 oughit te begin te live for ctercity and Ged, but--but I ani geing te bo tee

busy for a timie, 1 pray yen ]lave mic cxcisecd." l'bat is oce cf the saddest

thicgs 1 sec iii lif'e,-a mari devcticg himseif bedy and soit], mind and beart

te business. No ticie te, tbick cf machood and its great desticy ; ce tirne for

moral culture; ne tinie fer the. tecding and nourishing cf the virtues and

graces-tinie for cothing but business. 1 believe in industry. IL believe that

the daily xvork of life shouldjie well and faitlîfuhly done ; it is the pierformance

cf a higb religions qîity,-a very sacramental oifering to God wben a mac is at

the toi] wbichb las been aliotted te bis bands or bis brain. Religion neyer

opposes itseif te even cixtbusiasrn in industry ; on the contrary, the more re-

ligions a mac is, in the higbest and best sense, the more earnest bie is in the

performance cf vhtat xve cal] secular dîîty. l'he man xvbo devotos ail bis tcxc

and thouglit and cecrgy is net the rnest sîîccessfui mac. Ile may commrand a

speedy prcsperity, but ho xvill sean ivear omît. Yen xvill ficd tlîat tliose xvho do

-most for tîteir cxvi seul and for their feilow rien and f'or their Ged arc the men

xvlîo do cîost in the world. 'rhey can attend the market, and the ineetings for

*prayer in the chnrch ; they are busy iii gaining, and active iii gix'ing. I believe

that ne mac is better able te xvork greatiy in tlic wcrid than hoe wbo xvorks

greatly iii the cause cf religion. The reason is obviotîs. if yoîî cliain the

facuilties te one narrexv round, and drive thern in a circle like a herse is driven,

-round and round, round and round, yen soon grew te bie more machlines, witb

hiaif tlie native force of n-anlîood gotie. A cian mnust give scolie ancd pilay tO

bis moral and spiritual nature if hoe is geicg te ho strong. When the spiuit

breathies the iife-giving air cf heaven, thon aIl the niature fècîs the stinmulus and

strengtb. No mac cati bo strecg and heaithy spiritually if lie cegleets the

tphysicai. A bilions attack xviii often darkec ail the boa von, cor beave a rift
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