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exorbitant rate svas demanded, and that for a rnonopoly of Ilthe traffic"' a stili

larger suml was offered seerns sufficiently clear; but wbich of the two cases is

supposed to furnisb the parallel alluded to, or wvhether analogy could be gleanied

from botb of tliern, is not even dimily discernible.

Everyone knowvs or ougbt to know that acress the St. Lawrencc dicte is

only one Victoria Bridge, but nobody %vould tbik of asserting that in the

United Kingdoin there svas only one farni. If i that part of the Empire tbe

farms 'vere few and tbe applicants tberefor were many, tbere svas senie field for

selection bowever restricted, and land elsesvhere wvas cbeap and abundant if

tbey bad chosen to go to it. Sucb argument could not apply to the Bridge.

Vacant farmis "lat home" are offered to the public, from wboin tenders are

received. These tenders-rigbtly regarded as tbe opinions of the many

respectrng the value of the land-usually determine its rent.

Thc apparent liability of se vast a niumber as three millions of people to

arbitrary eviction in Jreland is a serions matter indced, but the test of a system

shonld be looked for in its practice and results, and not in its theory. Tenancy

at svill seemingly places in the bands of tbe landiords a power incompatible

with sound principles of economy. To sbewv, bowever, that tbey bave not

Ilhad everytbing their ovn way," it may suffice to mention Mr. Gladstone's

Land Act witb its Bright clauses specially designed as a check uipon the above-

înentioned powser. Nothing bereini written sbould be understood as advocating

or favourable to tenure of se uncertain a character, nor assumîing that it bias not

its faults .- but with ail tlîe evils so freely ascribed to IL, and bowever unpleasant
its aspect froin a distance it does not seema te have svorked se badly in Ireland
as some people would make us believe. \Vhen thiere is the authority of MIr.
Edward Stanley Robertson, a native of the island, for the statement that Il there
are few facts in modern bistory better worthy of notice than tbe advance in

rnaterial wvealth wbici bias taken place in Ireland during tbe thirty years
between 1846 and 1876," tbe land systemn in that country cannot be accu-
rately describcd as Ilpernicious." Mr. Robertson says that Il from 1877 down

te the presenit year a reaction bias been going on wbichi is largely connected

with a general depression ail over the world," but bie does not liold '' that tbe
reaction is likely to be permnanen~t." A country svhicb during a period of tbirty
consecutive years lias liad sucb a inarkcd increase in its i'ealtlî and prosperity
arising from, its alinost.sole occupation ; a country that lias stooci the strain of

two bad seasons in succession, and wvbicli but very partially yielded te the

Pressure of a tbird season, disastrous in its effects, aggravated by general de-
pression and by tbe growing and formidable competition from the American
continent cannot be se belplessly nor s0 hopelessly steeped in poverty as to
stand in need of revolutionary change.

The landlords not only possess the rigbt to evict, but they exercise it;
tbey give their land to the labotirers or net just as tbey list, and svben labourers
"lare starving around " tbem, food, and not Il land," is the right thing to give

tbemn, the opinion of Il H. B. S." in these particulars te the centrary notwith-
standing. WThen "lH. B. S." sbews bow Canadian loyalty can bc a Ilbng-bear "
and "9a very pretty figure"1 at the saine time, it cannot be said that bis surprises
are exhausted. Althougb. it is an bundred years oId, he tbinks it needs

nnrsing. IL would be easy to point out wbat it is tbat seems really to require
the tender process. Letting tbat pass we are, for the sake of effect, invited to

Iake a law affecting the million of Roman Catbolics in Lower Canada. Thle
probable consequences of an insane attempt to restrict the religions freedom of

the Lower Canadians, even if not guaranteed by treaty, are not pleasant to

cOntemplate.
Those wvbo mighit "try It on " svould not take long to find out that even

the IIpretty bug-bear" Canadian loyalty bas its limits. Christian forbear-
ance is undoubtedly a virtue, but wvben men are smitten on one cheek tbey are

flot in tbe habit of meekly presenting tbe other for similar treatment. Certes
no one imagines that tbe Ilpretty figure" %vould blaze if the air from Penetani

g1lishene to Gaspé were deprived of its oxygen. Sncbi a chemical feat svould
be as feasible as an attenipt on the ancient faithi of our compatriots. It is flot
at aIl difficult to say svhat might bappen sycre the Qucen or bier ministers to
violate the constitution. Ere nowv crowned hecads have beeni cnt off, and
sovereigns have lied from their subjects ; yet loyalty survives and is flot a blind
and unreasoning adherenice te rigbt or ivrong as it may happen.

The cbeat of tbc Ilfifteen millions " is too disgraceful to discuss, and is a
new element in this writing. Il H. B. S." bias bis idea of chivalry, and is
welcorne to it ; but be mighit find a more fitting comparison for tbc beroic
dceds of Lee, Stonewaîl Jackson, andi Stuart, than the defence of "b is hole
by " the vcricst rat," wvbicb, by the wvay, defends itself and not its hole. A
writer who treats tbe public to a discourse on brain-po'ver sbould not rcquirC
to be told that to belittie tbe conquered is to rob the conqueror of half bis
glory. As to the Irish, tbeir seditious discontent grows ont of tlieir sore
distress, aggravated by designing ýleiinai,-~ues :tbey are not in open rebellioný
nor are tbey likcly te be. On the represclîtation cf "lH. B. S." 1 do nol
abject to ca'l. joseph Kay, Q.C., an autbor»ty, but ivben tbe former speak4
of prim igen*tture as Il one blot on the land law',s," it must be repeated thai
theory does not furnishi tbe test of a systeni, and it is to be boped Il1-1, B. S.'
will flot be offended svben it is again ventured te be suggested that tbere ma3

bc somne things bie bas yet to find ont. Primogeniture has its faults, like every-

thing bunian. The eldest son of an intestate should not have more tlian a

superior share of the estate. If Il H. B. S." were tbe eldest won in the case

of many an entailed property that could be namied, lie would have ample

rcason to miodify bis opinion toucbing the exaltation.

IlMOTHS."

There is one svriter svbose books are a passion. People read ilhem wilh

feverisb avidity, and It is baîf the business cf society te rave about themn.

Von bear of "lOuida" as you. bear of " absintbe," as sometbing at once

fascinating and unsholesome. Tbe critics bave ahl sorts of things te sa), against

IlOnida's " novels, yet are glad te get the veriest eal liest copy cf every new

one for tbeir own enjoymient. Now, these novels one and aIl depict *modern

life ti colours se svarm, and with details se startling, that it becomes a duty te

the student cf life te ask -I Is svbat tbis gîfted wouian describes a/i imagination,

or is it based on actual existence ? Are tbe cynical 'men and heartless women

fancy creations, or arc they drawn fromn real life ?" Again, is society as ntterly

rotten. to the core as Il Ouida " represents It ? or does a morbid cynicisni dis-

tort svbat it sees into these gbastly experiences? A general impression is that

tbese books are exaggerations cf svbat gees on ini the svorld, and tbîs is ne

douibt the case ; but tben cornes tbe question, te svhat extent dees she ex-

aggerate ? It may be taken for granted tbat if the terrible tbings wco read

about w-ere moei-c creatiens cf the " lbeat opprcsscd brain, socicly would takec

ne interest iii tbecm. 'l'le inlikcncss would i-el> thei of ii bharin. Wc a re

driven, then, te the conclusion tuit tbcrc imusýt be oil 5 11 ITltitb soîill i cIle(tien,

hewever distortcd,-sonie eleient of i cality strong ciueugli t0 scl/c up~oii and

hold tbe interest cf those addresscd, and who for tlîc îîîst part inove iii the

circles supposed te be described, and the only question lcft for us ;ki one of

quantity.

The question I amn raising is net a literary eue. I do net refer te Il ( uida

with a viesv cf cxpressing any opinions on lier claimis as a wvrîter. My position

is that becre sve bave the inost popular svritcr of the day hi inging ont book atter

book il) svbich sbce undertakes te clepict biglb life, and iii tliese book~s presenting

It als somlething so mnean, se base, se blollov, and so svantîng iii every noble or

gracieus qtîality, that the iinere picture of it tends te inspire enly feelings of

loathing and disgust. It is right te inquire, then, is this gliastly pbaîîtasniagoîia

of vice and degradation. a reality or a creation, and if there is any reality iii It

-ov much?

Let us glance at one or two points iii the last outcoine of tlîis writcr's î'cn

-the story called Il Moths." Here is a picture of cbildheod i fashienable

life Il Those who are littie children now svill bave little left te learii shen they

reacb svomanbood. They are miniature women. already. Thcy know the

meaning of many a dubions phrase;- they know tbe relative value cf social

positions ; tbey know mucb of tbe science of flirtation which society bias sub-

stituted for passion ; tbey understand very thorongbly the shades of rntimacy,

the suggestions of a smile, the degrees of bot and cold that rnay be marked by

a bow or empbasized by a ' Good-day.' XVben tbey arc wvomen they will, at

lcast, neyer bave Eve's excuse for sin ; they wvill know everything that any

tenipter cenld tell them. Perhaps this knowledge may prove their safegtîard,

perbaps net. At ail events, they will be spared the pang cf disillusion when

tbey shaîl be ont in a world whicb tbey already know witb cynical thorougbness

-baby La Bruyéres, and girl Rocbefoucaulds in frilîs and sashes." It is

painful te be compelled te acknowledge that there is as niuch truth as there

is bitterness in this passage. In society, the age of cbildren is past. As a sub-

stitute, sve have in society little men and womcn wbo respect nothing, are

surprised at notbing, and svith the clbarmi of innocence have lest their cbief

dlaims te endearment.

Let us take next a description cf " seciety "- that svorld wvhicli thiese pre-

mature men and ivoiren contrive te understand, even before they are big

encngli te figure ini it. ItI is a world of moths. Ilf the mioths are btîrning

tbemselves iii feverish frailty;- the other hiaîf are corroding and consunhing al

that they tonch. . . . Voti svill be surrounded with the rnost invidieus sort

of evil-nanely, that svbich does net look like evil eue whit more than the

belladonna berry looks like deatb. The wvomen of your Linme are net perbaps

the worst the world bias seen, but tbey are certainly the most contemptible.

*They bave dethroncd grace, thicy have driven eut bioneur, tbecy have succecd

ini making men ashamed of the sex of their mothers, andl thcy have set 11P

notbing instead of all tbey have destroyed, except a fcverisli frenzy for amuse-

*nient, and an idiotic imitation of vice."

These are bard sayings, but are tbey tee bard ? WVbat are we te say ?

*Wlien sve sec the idle, frivolons lives that womc)n lead ; the time, and tbongbt,

-and money they squander over thcir dress, uftin in a vain attempt te rival some

leader of the demli miond(e, wvhosc nanie they svould affect te shudder at were it

bbreatbed in their presence ; Mien sve find hor little intcrest they takec in any-

thing that is earnest, helpiful, or elevating, and more especially wbe n we study

the details of the marriage market and the levity %vith whichi divnce is regarded,


