
66WESTWARD 110! MNAGiAZINI«'

Breaking the Virgin Prairie.

andc say, "It is here." The wheat tlîat
took the Gold Mvedal at the Philadeiphia
Exposition ini 1876 xvas grown not in
the *United States, nor in Russia, nor
the Argentine, nor on that great whecat
beit of Western Canada fast becoming
the melting-pot of the nations, but in a
littie garclen of the Grey Nuns at Fort
Chipewayan on Athabasca Lake.

The w.riter last sumirer saw potatoes,
beets, and turnips growing lustily at Fort
Good Hope.under the Aretie Circle, and
fotund wiild fiax north of that nîystic
line, with wvîld roses and golden-rod
flourishing amiong tarne Eskimo at the
very lii) of the .Arctîc Sea. Forest
growth persists to where flhe mighty
Mackenzie wvîdens into its 5o-rniie delta.
Along the lush valleys of the Peace are
hutndrecis of miles of prairie where horses
graze beily-cleep in a tangleci growth of
vetches and wilcl grasses.

At Verimilion-on-the-Peace, in latitude
58 deg. 30 min. north, thec Hudson's Bay
Company for years lias maintained a
flour miii, orincling into flour the wheat
froni lalf a hundred farnis at its ver y
dloor. Witli no self-advertisincr or cry-
ing. of its (leecis in the iiiarket-place the
Grea-t Comipany lias floated in its own
steanmers tlîis flour for liundreds of nmiles

clown the Peace and the Mackenzie, feed-
jflO the peop)le of its fur posts.

The Granîd Trunk Pacific will tap an
unkiiown. hinterlandi whiclî is a kingdonî
iii itself, ricli not only i timber, fur,
tar. coal, sait, aîîd oùi, but pregnant with
l)otel1tial harvests Of 40-busiiel wheat.

Canacla's fertile northland is its oyster,
its wlîole succulent plate of oysters. AI-
so, the present prairie wheat-field, a fieldi
a tliousand mîiles long anîd of unknown
clepth, is tributary to the new line, and
the mind reels in trying to think of the
activity whiclî will mnîifest here in Brit-
ain's iBreadl-Basket haîf a century f roni
now.' Western Canada lias :200 million
acres of wheat lands, and only one acre
out of every twenty is under crop. If
Caîîada's wlîeat crop for 1908 lîad been
slîipped in cars, ecd holding 15 tons,
thc cars would have made a continuous
train 1,365 miles long!t

Tiiere is every encouragemenît to, the
capitalist to build railways. The people
are crowding into Western Canada in
such numbers, breaking new sou, and
growing wlîeat, -that every cliannel of
egress for the golden grain is choked
to congestion. The terminal elevatori
at Port Arthur and Fort William cannot
1)egili to handie witlî facility the cargoe,
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