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Wiman tells us that the United States
offers the best market for our products.
The real probiem for her is where to find &
market for her own wheat, and the Bulletin
fears thet it is impossible to doso. Ameri-
oaa farmers maust, that authority iesists,
eurtail their growth of wheat, in spite of
the fact that many of them have * been
Sompelled to produce more wheat for some
¥ears in order to pay off indebtedness and
®ve their farms from foreclosure.” 1t is
difficult to believe in the wealth of the
Awmerican farmer, in the light of these
:ﬁts, or to see in his condition anything
r Canadian farmers to envy.

BANKRUPT STOCKS.

o :k let.ter which appears in this issne
th .!]’8 intelligent comments upon some of
en: ills that the wholesale trade of Canada
N e‘“'e- The returning of goods without
i (_lﬂalie reason; the heavy expense of
o;l;“datmg insolvent estates; the laziness
cha::k of moral back-bone that leads mer-
or .: to apply for a compromise with
o itors rather than make an extra effort
8&ve their credit ; the selling of bankrupt
etrlim at anction in village v city, to the
esement of neighboring merchants. All
o &;e evils which every importer sees.
aboot them them in silence—some talk
em—others write about them. No
denfes that a way must be found to
Endt::; it trade is to be made healthy
Tany 1 na.b{e profit secured. But how
stmdnouses in a hundred take the firm
ing crede'(;e“&ry for a cure, that of lessen-

'he 1i8 and refusiang compromises ?

R Proposal of ‘‘ Gloria "’ is that whole-
Which g h:llm form a joint stock company
oty ¢ bave power to wind up insolvent
M“ooo ?ollect their acoounts, to buy
"Nl pee ks in and sell them at eome oen-
objeo ::"I chosen for the purpose, the
bankrap; ug to bave the objectionable
Fide bu"r:‘ocks distributed amongst bona
2t them l; 80 that the insolvent shall not
Bew, bt .:ck for a song. The plan is not

sent o 1t has advocates other than the
éhow &orrespondent. It any one be able
Rlad g, hm°re excellent way, we shall be
“membere:; f{om him. Oar readers will
the Merop, e ,dlsoussion on the subject at
bae b:ﬂts .Convention in Hamilton. It
otiog of tl.;n discussed by the Dry Goods
e Toronto Board of Trade.
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IMMIGRATION TO OUR WEST.

A g0y

oalleg uter current to what has been

::: Caoadian exodus began to run
A% & year ago, and it is soquiring
Maaltop, ume and force as it prooeeds.
¥ foa] g 1o ‘e Northwest were the first
Popny &tionbmeﬁt of this new movement of
"W mnoth from the south to the north.
g ingo ” * branch of the stream is flow-
thuntlsh Columbia, The Vancouver

from &: reports : ‘* The hegira hase set in
ton apng ota, Idaho, Montana, Washing-
Tegon. In the interior the travel
in K ootenay, Spallumcheen and
Sections is truly surprising.”
Who have come report that many
%02 to follow. Tae object

the wew comers is take up land ina
country from which good tidings has
reached them. As & role the Canadiaus
who go to the States do not go to farm.
Those who come here do. There is practi-
cally no limit to the numbers for whom
Canada can find homes. This counter cur-
rent of populetion is likely in the near
fature to far more than balance that which
flows southward out of the country. The
tree interchange of population will be in
the interest of both countries.

FLOUR TO THE WEST INDIES.

Some weeks ago, in referring to an item
in this journal of date 7th October, headed :
« They want better barrels,” the Halitax
Herald made some sweepiog statements
as to the cbaracter of much of the flour ]
Canada is sending to the West Yudies,
contending that it was not so much a mat-
ter of character of package as of quality of
four. The Herald alleged, on the au-
thority of & gentleman recently in the
islands: * We are overloading the market
with the poorer grades [of flour], while the
W. L merchants are willing to pay for the
best.” Also that bakers onthe islands “have
become disgusted, and refase to take the Ca-
padian flour offered at any price;” that even
when equal grades of flour are offered by
Amerioan and Canadian mills, the former
are chosen at 25 cents higher beocause the
barrel is & better package, and can be sold
when empty for other purposes. It .is very
important that these things, if trae, should
be changed for the better.

The opinion of Mr. Weatherston, of the
Intercolonial Railway, expressed in our
columns, was that the Canadian flour sent
to the West Indies was of good guality, and
gave good satisfaction. But the Hervld in-
gists that Mr. Weatherston's information is
inscourate, and reiterates the view that
careless packing and imperfect quality had
given our flour a bad name.

We learn that about 25,000 barrels of
Cenadian flour has been shipped to the
West Indis islands within fourteen months
ended September last. We knew the ship-
pers of some of it, and set ourselves to find
out other shippers, and ascertain their
experience of the market, and especially
what complaints had been made of Cana.
dian flour. Twelve Oatario millers or
dealers have answered. Here are paris of
the replies :

No. 1.—* The flour which we find ¢akes the
market down there [St. Lucia, Bt. Kitts, Ja-
maica, Trinidad,/Demerara] is a choice baking
flonr snch as the best we sell in our howme
market, and choice strong-bakers made of No.
1 or 3 hard Manitoba wheas. Ordinary flours

they do not want. We have shipped a little
over 5,000 barrels there sinve opening up trade

there laat season.”
shipped several thousand

No. 2.—“ I have |
barrels of floar to the West Indies. They
8t. Thomas -and

wen$ mowtly to Trinidad, .

Demerara, and I have yet to hear a single
complaint about the quality, but in several
cases my flonr was highly ocommended and
suited the trade well. I sent the best floar I
make. Iused she fat hoops on the barrels,
and had one or two complaints about the

\s—that was all.”
b’g:‘ sa-._--" The fiour barrels mmwde in Canads

on the average are &8 ad those made in
' the States. In she olden $imes flour in the
! round-hoop barrels used fo bring » higher

not shipped much to the West Indies, but all
th;t % lll]a.ve sent l;las given the best satistactien,
an ave not had the slightest col i
ab&ut zither flour or b&rrels."g mpleiat

0.4.—" We have not sent any flour in
ﬂ{t-hooped barrels to the West Indizs; all our
shipments have been made in first.class ronnd-
hooped barrels. We had some difficulty at
first in getting these barrels made, but have
now overcome the difficulty and can get all
we want. We have shipped to Bermuda
between 500 and 600 barrels of flour daring
the past year. This flour has all been a first-
class article, and from all reports received
it has given good satisfaction.”

No. 5.—* We have shipped about 900 bar-
rels flour to the West Indies: 1 o r to Mont-
serrat, 2 to Martinique, 2 to 8t. Thomas and
1 to Demerara. We sent a very excellent flour,
put up in good barrels, and have reason to
believe it gave the trade down there excellent
satisfaction.”

No. 6.—“I have really shipped no flour to
the West India Islands, bat only split peas.
But I may say that the samples of flour sent
me #n equal, in case of a deal, have none of
them been inferior.”

No. 7.—* We always shipped our best flour
to tHe West Indies and British Guiana, and
bave had no ocomplaints as to quality, aé
compered with other brands sent there. Our
flour has all been shipped in flat-hoop bar-
rels, and we have no complaints as to pack-
sge, though some wounld prefer round.h
barrels, in order to ship other merchandise
back. From some letters received from reli-
able corresp ndents down there, our Canadian
floar is not liked as well as the American ; and
other customers report just the reverse.”

No. 8.—*From my enquiries when in Ja-
maioa I learned that round-hooped barrels are
prat.eu'ed. and that there is quite a prejudfee
against flat hoops. It is folly to ship -
anything but the best, and we must be sure it
is made from dry whesat. Having
shipped & sample lot last spring o Jamaiom,
I learned the flour had arrived and was being
sold slowly. with no complaint of quality.”

No. 9.—Had sent no flour to West Indies, *
bus sent split peas in flat-hooped barrels
through New York and Halifax parties.

No. 10.—8hipped two cars flour upon com-
mand from a Halifax firm in flat-ho>ped bar-
rels, and stppose it is all right, having heard
pothing to the contrary.

No. 11.—Never shipped direct on own ac-
count, but sold to & Halifax firm four cars %o
go to West Indies.

No. 12.—Is & commission honse, whose let-
ter is as under : * We have had requests from
geveral of our correspondents to put the flont
in round-hoop barrels, but have not been able
to procure them. As to the quality of the
flour : with one exception, when, as an experi-
ment, we shipped a cheaper grade, in order to
compete with a low grade from New York, we
have never had a complaint regarding the
quality. But the low grade lot referred to
did not keep very well. We will not
repoat the experiment, but in fature will only
ship the better grades. We have shipped to
pearly all the West Iodia islands, and find
thas in most of them barrels with round hoops
are wanted. If our millers would adopt this
style of barrel it would help the sale of Cana-
dian flour.”

No. 13.—An exporting firm, engaged in the
West India trade, writes under date 28¢h
Qotober: * There is no question but thata
better barrel is required, and though the fat
hoops sell, the round hoop barrels are much
preferred. We have an order for 600 barrels
flour from Demerara and 300 barrels from
Martinique, The former partionlarly asks us
to ship round-hoop barrels, and Martiniqwe
tells us Nor $0 ship unless in round-hoop bar:
rels.”

It will be observed that only two out of
ten persons or firms who shipped direct
make any referenceto complaint of quality,
and in one of these the reason is plainly
given. We are encouraged to hope, there-
fore, that the rather startling statement of
the Herald's informant has been made of
more general application than is warranted.
It ten Ontario merchants and millers, who
have sent probably ten thousand barrels to

vatious islands, agree in saying they have

"prics, but mew the quality of the flour is
‘looked at more than the package. Ihave‘

h&d uone bat favorable reports from the




