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= , Englacd, siogle-handed, ] one great obiect ! But the reckless manner in § same jouroalistic stinkpots, till, preadventure, ’Mﬂ}’, 1886. You will there find that he admita ’ . - i >
now P"parmgb]:o cf;ime ll?ylg\:w of Aﬁsbmiﬂtﬂﬂ, which the lands of the new territory were fluog | he too should retire, as did his predecessurs. fge u:lgem;ty of a permnoent loan to be Ill:: %ﬁv?:::ﬁesg:g&?&’i: :ﬁp;:';hi;a;:ng > THIRD
on the zoad to n‘-e;’ly hostils, aod Germany | open to speculation nad & most damaging effect | We have no fear, however, of such o result. dared debe ?lf‘mto or th:o :lxl:o u;:usoh;_ to more than $50,000 per annum. Thia is mani- ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
while ',.Fm.nce, v leave the British withoutzn | on the older provinces, While their burdena Macdonaldism is reeling t» i.ts grave. $1,023,000. And this was befors the barrowinog &,’:’,tlr n‘;z’“xggaﬁn‘it‘;‘ﬁ&l:&e Conference —OF THE—
coldly jndifferent, were evormonaly increascd to meet the expenses The policy of slander against wise and good | of §600,000, temporary loan made last avtumn g The quegg'fm of forest rents was then taken' Icish Catholic Parishiouers of §t.
ally in Weatern Europe. men, who have sought to stem the tide of cor- | Lefore new subwidies were pranted to the rail- up and discassed by the Premier. Speaking of Ann’s Parish, Hortreal.

{reedom the position must

'I’on:l laliz‘f?lfy(:mve. ‘England, with all her
o lfu been the home of western liberty,
iault!t,h . h she hae, usder unhappy auspices,
s o‘ilrgched her record with crimes against
o it the world, on the whnle, is indebted
huummy’much of the civilization it enjoys, and
tober b jdeay of constitutional liberty
ior' l:h;:.eva become watcheries among the
wth Her biiterest euemy would reg-ret,
g t of ber humiliation by & despotism
t‘.ha p;lzml::icn PBur national crimes bave ever
ke g::“ec'\:ed by oational punishments, and
baenl. L writers have not failed to show that
Eng'lst.ence of Tory rule must inevitably teduc:e
perSES 4 to the condition of Holland. Thus 1?
-Eng b e who most fiercely restvt such legis
is that 1h Crimes Bill would rather see

; Balfour’s s
lntlcil::; strengthened and restored from thh!n.
f:: made & truly United Empirs under wis®

democratic snatitutions, than deleated and hum-.
bled fm:‘m :::::::;bly brief time which must
} lm,; );gween the present mon}ent zmq the
s:y?-whsn the inevitable conflict with Russia for
the possession of Indis most b«:gln, the statest;
men and people of Gre_a.t Buta.u} can do muc!
to prepare and put t.heu' house m.order. The
jnfernal, fatal policy of coercion towards
Treland must be abandoned before the twenty-
five millions of Trish people cattered over thal
earth, but united in & common purpose, finally!
determine upen their course of ‘ncufm. For t!m
time is at hand when England s difficulty will
be more than Ireland’s opportunity.
“—'

THE NATIONAL PARTY.

{u the speech of the Hon. Mr. Mercier, at St.:
Eyacintbe, yeaterday, we }_m.ve not only.a clear!
exposition of poviacial affairs, but al-o the fore
shadowing of a pilicy which t!m several pro-
now governed under Liberal auspices,

vinees ! . '

have a,dopted with & view to checking the en
!

croachments, and putting & 8top to the wild ex.

travagance of féderal Macdonaldism.

No man who attentively considers what Mkr,
Mercier has said, and reflects on the past reco.r‘d
and present conguct of the Party led by Sir
John Macdonald, can avoid arriving at .’t.he con-

lusion that if the federal constitution is to bs
;reserved, the reforma to which he alludes fnust
be obtained. ''his ia the secret of the National
movement, and Mr. Mercier was .;.)erfectly cor-
rect ia. deseribing the party wt.uch he so al.ﬂy
leads ag one which ** has opened r?s-ru.xks wide
and free snd has warmly received itto its bosom.
he interests of the country before’

11 who place t i : :
:hosa ofr;arl,y, thore who believe that prosperity.

; rd of harmony aod peace, and ruin,
ltsh:h;:x:::eiv:;:.tne.v.lt of fratricidal #trife ; those who:
are convinoed that discords of the past hava-l
left nothing but sorrow and disaster, and that
sn bringing together men capn.xble of under.
standing each other, English, Irish, Scotch and
¥rench, Liberala and Consewn't\*"l-ﬂ, Protes.
tants and Cathelios, people and .c'ergy, the har-
mony of to-day will increase sod maltiply the
powers of tbe pation and will bring about one
of those happy epochs which console the peeple
for past sufferings, soothe its \w_ounfls and
secure pesoe, happiness and prosperity.”

This noble parpcse, however, can.uever be
fully attaiped so Jong as we have at Qstawa a
Ministry which takes every advantege of the
obscure, leovely-worded Imperial Act of Con
federation, and reeks pretexts on all oceasmn_sl,
to reduce tue provincisl goveromeats to & ot')n-dr :
tion of vaésalage to an sutocratic ce.nfmlmmgg
power, The practice of the Macdoualdite press
and platform, comtinued for twenty years,:
of stuffing the ears of the people-i
with highfalutin  balderdash  about our,
magmficent Dominion and its illimitable pos-
sibilities, had its roison d'ctre in the canning
scheme of an unpriceipled politician who found
gcope for his smtition in-the vast territory,
untold resources of the country ayd tte stupid
partizanship of ife intabitants, A little reflec-
tion, however, on the part of those who care Lo
indulge in the luxury of reflection will reveal &
.condition of affava {ull of humiliation for the
past aud apprehension for the future.

Previous t> Confederation the several pro-
winces were enjrying a satiafactory degree of
prosperity, Thewr public debts were rmall,
their taxation light, their governments were
closely under the control of the people, they
enjoyed direct communicstion with the Crown
by which they conld command attention to their
desires and wopts. By the Act of Union all
those plenary conditions were swept away, and
s & w power called mto existence which repu-
diated all obligations, eave what it could con-
trive to impose with the unconcenled object
of strengthening itsell at the expense
of those who endowed it with existence. Under
the most favorable conditions disputation and
friction would be rure to arise under & constitu-
tion so vague, yet unelastic, as ours. Bus
when, added to these inevitable dafficulties, we
find a persistent determination on the part of
the Federal power to multiply the causes of
trouble in the effort to concantrate and per-
petunte power in the hauds of one set of
politiciams, regnrdless of nllother considerations,
we ceasato be astonished at the demand now
rising on all sides for radical chabges in the
conatitution and policy of the Government.

It 18 claimed for the Government of Sir John
Macdonald that it has given us three great
achievements viz: The scquisition of the
North-West, the Pacific Railway and the
National Policy, Viewad, however, in the
light of results none of these con be considered
unmixed blessings. As for the first, wé see
hslf & continent of virgin moil offering -the
grandest opportunity uver knows to mankind
fur the establishment of the freest of
free institutions and the wisest and ‘most
natufal system ¢ of :, lsbd - “temure,' oursed;
with * the ‘worst forms’ of . monopoly, the!
most abominable . incubus of landlordism;
and the worst of all possibleofficialism,  Had'
we had the good fortune to be ‘ruled by atates-
men who, like thoss who founded the neighbar-
ing Repablic, sought to -lay;the-national foun-
dationaibroad and. deep’for - centaries.of. future
gredtness; & different afory would, be told .from

1] guiable . record' of ; Fobbery, rascality,
reba_l_lign _bloodshed :,and ¥ debauchery . which
T go opm thé, history of Canadisn
“Nocth-Weat. *Bat ~Sir " John
imspower;’. ad: thess .wera
oi* "the .corruption to

LA i SR P, -
was’ devotéd - forzthat

Torth:West.,was

thereof, 1arge 1umbers of men, the best bone
and sinew of the country, were Jrawn away,
and vast sums, repre enting the hoarded capital
of the older commnunities, were diverted from
Jeg::imate channels apd wasted by millions in
secseless booms. Ali Northern Dakota, gettled
by Canadians, is an everlasting proof of the
folly and raecality of our Tory Government.

Then, as to the Pacific Railway, a greater
fraud was mnever perpetrated. Actiog on the
experisoce gained in the construction of the In-
terco’onial Railway, Sic John Macdonald ouly
saw in that gigantic undertaking & new and
Stupendous instrument for the preservation of
his power. To 1 eyndicate of monetary mag-
nates he handed over in mocey and its equival-
ent one hundred millions of dollars, endowed
them with franchises subvers.ve of political
and commercial freedom, nnd, with their assis-
tance in return for so maznificent a favor, h»
bribed the constituencies to elect men to par-
linment whose only sense «f duty was to vote
straight for any i famy he might propose in the
interes s of a parcy which had nbanduned every
principla for the one object, of retaining him in
power, Then was seea such a saturnalia of cor-
ruption as never before disgraced & country un-
der representative imstitutions. Meantime the
old provinces beside the Atlantic were graund
down with taxatioa for a railway that
did them wno possible good, axd which in its
very nature can never be of any benefit: tothem, ;
while local enterprise was paralyzed. Coustant
protests were made by people and press, but
the leaders who should have been true to their
trugt ‘‘accepted the situation,” s Joseph
Howe euphemistically pnrt it, pocketed bribes|
right and left, and the saturnalia went on with
undimintshed  hilarity., But a dy of
reckoning appeared at hand, The public
conscience was arou-ed, and everyone expected
that the general election would see an end put
to & syatem which had produced so much evil
and dishonor. But be who deserved the epithet
“That Fex,” even more than did the King -of
the Jews, to whom it was applied,anticipated the
verdict by the most iniquitous fraud ever per-
petrated, and which included the gerrymander,
the revising barrister and the partisan return-
ing otficer.

Of the third Macdoaldite achievement, the
National Pulicy, 1t is not necessary to say much,
As originally conc:ived, it wns a necessity, and
if wisely framed and honestly administered it
¢ld have b:en made highly beneficial to all
classes. DBut the ever present and press-
ing necessity for ke:ping the Maedonaldite

chique in office vitiated all its rami-
ficarions. From a poliy imposed by!
necesstty it grew into a huge system

of blackinailing by statute and has finally de-|
veloped into jronclad monapoly. The general:
revolt of the farmers of Ontario against it, and|
their union with the producers inthe East for
wunrestricted reciprocity with the United States,
show how and to what an extent the National
Pulicy has failed to fulfil the purposes for which !
it was constructed, :

Thus has the Goveroment of Sir John!
Macdonald heaped the Pelion of debt on -thej
Ussy of ‘misgovernmeat, till the loozely con-
mecr+t joints of Confederation are cracking be- |
neath the strain, and the Governments of the|
provinces find themsel~es compelled in defence
of the political rights and material interests of '
the people to take counsel together aa to the
best means for.curbing the insolent and reckless
power of the Ottawn Frankenstieo. i

Tt is fortunsts that at this juocture Quebec)
ahould be contrcl'ed by a maw like Mr. Mercier, |

| who can work in unison with Ontaric under

Mr. Mowat, for the destruction of & system j
which has debased every man and im-,
poverished every foot of land where it
gaioed ascendancy. Not less happy are;
the iodieati ps of Macdonaidite .ﬂisuo\ution:
from within itself, so thst thovgh fraud.hns‘
long kept it in -exil strength and _enwbled 1‘t t.o‘
corrupt the country, debauch Purliament, dissi-
pate the mational resources, squander the,
revepues and heap up the patwval debt
into hundieds of millions, the end is fant)
approaching. But the evil it has done
will live long after it. We cin, however, by
returning to cominon sense methoda and radical
reforms do much in the way pointed out by
Mr, Mercier to save the country from the worst
consequences of the Macdonaldite delirium,
e ——

VGITLAR INSTANCES OF COIN-
SING1 RN

Isit not a very extravrdinary thing in Cana-
dian politics that every leader of the Liberal
party should be considered by the Tory press a8
an imbecile, poltroon, sn impractical person,
snd, generally speaking, an unmitigated ‘fool
touched with roguery, so long aw he remained
leader, but that the moment he retired from
that position he became & great ptatesmon, a
perfectly good man, the posaessor of all the vir
tues and some mors ?

Fhe fulsome adulation poured on Mr. Blake
b} the Tory organs since his retirement hn.s ledus
to ssk this question. We wondered in our
ionocence at journals so implacably hostile to
the Liberal leader suddenly changing front and-
endowing him with the highest, rarest, m(?st
poble virtuee. It did not appear quite
notural till we began fo ponder over
our history. 'Then we discovered that for
several years the same phenomenon bad been
observed under like conditions, Tory orzans
ghed crocodile tears over Robert Baldwin, they
whined with Kazootic lugnbrioumess after
George Brown, they extended their I.Iypro-
critical sympathy to Alexander Mackenzie and
now they weep » deluge for the loss of Edward
Blake, Yet, strange to say, all th.esc 1ea.dersv
were utterly bad and God-foraaken till they re-
tired, shen they became heroes, martyrs, states
raen, in fact there was no flattery too gross, 0o
adulation too obsequious, wherewith to belobber
these grent and good men. .

But§git not sinoular that the Liberal party
ehonld' have begn successively led by men o
admittedly able-and-pure and noble, and atill
throighout' their careers-have suffered from the
violeny calumnies by the very Tory orgacs that
sung their praises e¢ loudly after they ?md left
the political aremain disguat: with Toryism and
its degading métlods, ‘" N0
¢ " And vow in Mr, Lianrier another Ieader arises
whom they canuot help confegging_-is-;without
Btdiii or repronch. But, &8 of' old; he will be

] too

&Scobch and

inade to endure sbusg,. villification, ‘misrepre;
oA R . f
geotation,

‘Unmeasnred ns usmerited, ffcm.the !

ruption, is vainly directed at Mr, Laurier. Not
that he is more deserving, but that heis more
fortunate, He comes to the front placest a
time when n Fabian policy is necessary, with
the full assurance that he will not have long to
pursue it,

AN OVATION

Hon. Premier Mercier at Old
St. Hyacinthe.

A MONSTER MASS MEETING.

Gireat Gathering of Excurslonists fromm Mon-
treal and Quebec—The Great Liberal
Leader of Quebec Announces ¥is Pro-
gramme for the Fanture—Npceches
by Ministers of the Crown—The
Interprovinelal Coulerence
and the Subjrctx to be
Brought Before It

———

The demonstration in horor of Premier
Mercier at St. Hyncinthe Thursday even sur.
passed the expeclations of many, The heavy
and continual downpour of rain did not dampen
the ardor of the residents of St. Hyacinthe, who
vied with each othker in decoraling their
houses for the occasion. Besides the
000 excursiomsts from Montreal, who arrived at

12.30 p.m., special trame from Three Rivers
and Quebec brought about as many mor-, while
hundreds also came from neighﬁoring town-
ships. Hon. Mr, Mercier was greeted with
loud cheere, and nccompanied by his wife, Hon.
Mr. and Madame Dubamel, Alg. and Madame
Rainville, Mr. and Miss Adam, and THe PosT
eutered carringes, and

reporter, were
driven to the residence of Mr, Daes-
maraie, where an excellent dinmer was

partaken of. The other prominent ministers
and members were the guests of leading citizens,
Hon. Mr. Mercier and party started for the
skating rivk shortly after twa o'cleck.  The hall
waus packed with enthusiastic visitcra and citi-
zens, who cheered the Premier lustily
when he -appeared,  Several bouguets were
also presented to Madame Mercier. Besides
the nddresses from the corporation  of
St. Hyacmnthe, the National cluts of Mont-
magny and Conticook, referred to last night,
Mr. Mercier was nl:o pres-nted with an address
from the Young Men's club of Montreal.

Telegrams and letters of regrat for un-
avoidable absence were then read by
Mayoer Desaulles from Hou. W. Laurier,
larder of the Opp sition in the House of
Commens; Hon. 0. Mowat, Premier of
Ontario; Hon. Mr. Longley, attorney-
general of Nova Scotia; Hen, Mr, Blir, Pre
mier of New Brusswick; Joseph Morin,
M.P.P., Oharlevoix; S. A. Fisher, M.P.,,
Brome; Alf. St. Laurent, Quebec; Dr. A.
Morrissette, BSte, Henedine; Senator J, R.
Thibaudean; Mr. Honan, Thres Rivers; Mr.
Edgar.Judge, Presideat Y, M, Reform Club,
Montreal, and many others.

THE PREMIER'S S8PEECH,

Hon. Mr. Mercier was received with loud
cheers when he turned to address the meetiog.
He said : Mr, Mayor, ladies and dear fellow-
countrymen—The brilliancy which surrousds
this megoificent demonstration, the far
flattering words  which have juat
Leen addreseed to me, snd the charitable
appreciation of a modest political caresr which
I f{nd in the address, would have placed me in
sn embarrassing position indeed if I hsd not
recopmized the friendship which inspires the de-
monstration and eveokes the flattering words;
and nlao realized the fact that both are des-
tined not for me alone, but rather for the
noble cause which I represent. Continuing,
the spesker said he would never forget this
day, which appeired to him like oasis thrown
into the desert of politics] life, to which peop'e
fincked from all parts of the province to appland
the feeble efforts which he had made to ensure
the happmess and proaperity of the old Province
of Quebec. After regretting that his health wae
nat as g d a8 he would wivh, and hoping that
a complete restoration would soon be effected,
Mr. Mercier went ©a to explain "the
pat'ona movement. * The Parti National,” he
said, *‘opeced its ranks to every one whoss
earnest desire was to place country before party
and to all who believed that prosperity was the
product of an intellizent peace, and ruin the re-
ault of iaternal discord. J.et the English, Irish,

French,—~Conservatives and Libe
rals, Protestants and OCatholice, people and
the foroes ol the nation, and
which will console our citt-
zens, heal past wounds, and ensure to our dear
Canads pence, happiness and prosperity. The
Premier then proceeded to diseuss the financial
gituation of the Province when the Liberal ad-
minirtration assumed the reins of power. The
Conservatives had, he believed, systematically
attempted to hide the real state of affairs ;
but the present ireasurer, Mr. Shebyn, had
rightly concluded that houesty was the best
policy, ond that it was mnot only pro-
per to let the peop'e know juet where we
stood, but also tomake gond the engagements
which our predecessors had coatracted, To
have done otEerwil-e would have been dishonest ;
and had these important public works been
stopped, ruin to the country would have ensued,
It i8 necessary, then, that we rhall borrow
money to carry on these works, and the Legis'a-
ture haa authorized us to do so. Past loans
have been contracted—ineluding commissions—
at 5.26, 5, 5.25, 5.10 and 5 per cent, but we hope
to make our loan ot 34 or not more than 4 pir
ceat. e havealso decided to .

PAY OFF THE FLOATING DEBT

of the Prov nee, for in borrowing in a perma:
nent ianner you do away with the floating
debt and its attending embarrassments, and
save one or oneand a hal per cent. interest,
which upon a like debt of 83,500,000 is equal to
a saviog of 50,000 per year. Accordivg to my
fguring T make the present flontiug debt
Sg 724,375, divided as follows :—I3alance of

clergy, multiply
preduce blessings

mvorary loans, $500,000 ; special ralway de-
;eax:i?s, 000 ; teachers’ fund, $148,000;
amount short of $600,000 received in railway

‘ unt, $300,000; raitway subsidies, in virtue
g.;:ct%o A’.ut of lasc year, $1,084,828 ; remaining
to be converted by order-of-council, $464,100;
admitted claims befora 1st Xev, for work on
Q 1ebac Court House and Parliament Buildings,
$160,000; estimated amount for com-
pleting above buildings, 8267,047;  ex-
tension of Montreal Court House, $200,-
000, ‘Total fonting  debb, 83,721,375,
Jow, when we add to this amonnt the deficit
for the current to ihe amount of 400,000, we
Lave = sum which eanvot be paid very much
woder four million dollars, . Vet our opponents
have the audaci'y to object: to our borrowing
three millions and & half of dollars to meet
claims of eight millions ! Frankly, there are
things - which no .msn ean understand, even ad-
mitting, on the partof our opponeats, snyamount
of cheek—and their cheek  in. this matter
cannot be explained unless . we. suspect
(hem of knavery or inssnity. Do ggu w\nnﬁ
anothor.. proof..of -the. necessity. of  this.-loan ?
Read the speach which Hon. M. Robertson de,.
Jivered. befors  thé Legislative Assombly on 78k

ways, smounting to almost two millions,
Spesking of the difficulty between Ontario and
Quebec regarding the common achool fund,
dating from 1853, Mr. Mercier stated that
be and the Treasurer had come to nnm
arrangement with Mr, Mowat, who be-
longed to the class of peraons who paid
their debts, by which Ontario would send
Quebec a check in & few days for $100,000 ; and
it was probable that most of our claim, smount-
ing to $900,000, would be made good. = Discuss-
ing the new licenss law, the spesker said that
the execution of the new Iaw would eatail addi-
tional expense, but this amount wounld be mada
up from the increased revenue from the licensed
wine merchants, who would not regret it if they
were protected against the frauds of thoes who
sell without license and violate the law by
telling on Sunday. These amendnients have
already produced excellent results; and as
the prison is the inavitable result of the third
condemnation for those who sell withont liceuse,
we have good grounds for hoping to root ount
Erom our cities and villages tnose miscrable
shebeens’ which debauch our children and
scandalize our honest citizens. Reference was
made to the urgent reforms tho Government
was making in the system of calonization, and
of the stringent measures which had been taken

i against di:hontst agents, the Premiec citing a

ca e where cne of these men had returned the
suw of $9, which he had fraudulentiy obtained
from th+ department.

Mr. Mercier then touched upon the measnre
brought before the house at its last session rela-
tive to the consulidation of the statutes, the
ende of civil procedure acd the aericultural
aws. Asto t_he law concerning insnne asylums,
he said : ‘Weintend to reapect all rights acquired
by contracts, but wish the mek to be
treated according to the principles of the
most advanced science, in order to bring
back the -use of theic reasson to those
unfortunnte creatures when it is poasible.
Lunatic asylums should, as far as possible, be
reserved for those who being i1l can be cured
and who require specil treatment. As to idiots
for whom theve 18 no hope of recovery, they
might be zonfided to hospitala which, under the
direction of holy members of religious crders,
and in consideration of reasonnble Temuneration,
would consent, I am convinced, to receive them
and give them all the care which their ead con-
dition might require. Speaking of the

INTER-PROVINCIAL OONFERENCE

he said: The Prime Ministers of the differ-
ent provinces thought that the time had come,
after twenty years of union, to enquire
if our present coostitution answera the
wants of the tinws, asd our belief is
partaken in by many ot the most in-
fluenti+l men of this Confederation. There
are  evidently many deficiencies in  the
Federnl Act, owing to certain ambiguous terms
in thas document we see eontinually arising con-
flicts of authority and junsdiction which give
rise to grave fears, and even endanger the very
existence of Confederation, The object of our
meeting is to find a practical and frieodly
solution  for those  difficulties, and to
make such suggestions ns may seem proper,
And at any rate, the eventsof the lust five years
have shown that the powers of the different
govermug bodies were badly defined or badly
applied, and tha. it is necessary to make a re-
visal of onr constitution in the sense of a more
energetic affirmation_of provincial rights if we
wish to avoid a precipitate and premature dis-
memberment of our confederation. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick threaten to rend the
Federal bond if the conditions of their union
be not modified. The same threat has been
made but quite lately by the inhahitants of
British Columbia ; and the revolt of the North-
West, excited by white rettlers, if we believe
the declarations of Sir Johu himself, proves that
there exists n general and chronicetate of diszon-
tent, due more to ill-defined powers of the Fed-
eral Act than to faults of simple admnistrticn.
And we all know that Qutario has not yet ob-
tained the recognition of her northern frostier
limits, to which she attaches tha greatest im-
portance. Quebec aleo has her rights, and she
will maintain them. Qur pretention is that the
Province of Qurbec hasa right te all territory
wo the notth uccorded by tfgxa old treaties to
New France, less that which the Privy
Council acrorded to the Province of Qutario.
The right of disavowal of provincial laws will
also be the subject of discussion at the confer-
ence. ‘Tna* right now belongs 10 the Governor-
General-in-Council ; this is an anomaly, and o
‘permanent danger for the rights of the pro-
vince. This power should be confided to the
Supreme Court or to the Senate, and exteaded
to federat as well as previneial laws s in the
United States, To.d.y proviocial laws are dis-
avowed by the federal autbority, but the pro-
vinces cannot prevent the execntion of federal
laws when they hippen t3 be unconstitutional.
Recollect what happened in this respect

with 1eference to the License Act.
It was necessary to have a special law
adopted by the IXederal Darliament in

order to enable the provinces to protect
themselves against this audacious emctoch-
ment npon the autanomy of the province. Cot-
plaints sre made, and with good grounds, of the
prasent composition of the Senate, and some be-
lieve that an eflicacivus vemedy might be
created by haviog the Senate elected by the
euple, This is & grave error. It would be
Eatter to decree that vacancies which may nc-
cur in the future shall be filled up by the Local
Laeislature of the Provincein which is ai‘uate
the division where the vacancy ocenrs. Pro-
perly speaking, we have not to-day any inter-
provincial judicial system, and the execution of
judgments from one province to another is
virtually impossible, The members of the con-
ference will be invited to suggest o aystem
which will do away with these diffculties.

FINANCIAL RELATIONS,

Everybody ndmita that the financial relations
of the provinces and the Dominion must be
modified, and I do not require other proof of
this than the frequent and imperfect modifica-
tions which have been made in this matter
duriog the last five yearr. Besides beipg false,
this system is also immoral. Ivery time
that & province requires 1ore money,
it mecks for the occasion of grappling the
Yederal Ministry by the throat, so to epeak:
and when an important measure is offered,
a measure to which a great portion of the mem-
bers object, then the Province in want of more
funds imposes ite demands for Uetter termn, and
by threatening to defeat the Government
succeeds, not always through justice but often
through ministerial fears, Phe province gets
its money, it 1s true, but o bad messure ia
adopted. Once more, it may bhe aaid, that
this system 18 & most immora! one, and ahould
give place to a rearrangement which would in
the future put the Federal resources bayond the
reach of the provinces, and at the same time
permit the provincial resources to be developed
in o manner that would forever prevent these
inceseant and dangerous demands made to the
detriment anddisrespect ot provincial autonomy.
The law giving to the Federal Government the
absolute control of almnaost all the railways in
the country, even those built by the proviaces,
will furnish a fair subject for discussion.

The basia upon which the subsidies to the
Provinces are cilculated is unjust ta all sections
of the Dominion. _ In 1867 thess subsidies were.
sccorded to the Province as n _compenaation
for having handed over to the Domjnion the
excise and customs dues. Tless duss have
doubled since 1867,~—and 80 have the expenses
of the different provinces, The subsidies re-
main ‘unchanged, while the ‘population which(
produces this increasing volume of revenue
augments from year to year. 'This is an unjust
way toaccord the subsidies, which should be
given ecoording to  population, as.appearing
when the censug, is taken every ten years,
The adoption of this method would give to the
Province of Quebecan additional annual ravenue
of over $300,000. . The provinces, in - ceding
pontal rights, have made n strango omission ;
they hase forgotten to reserve the gratuitous
teansportation of ,the mail matter of thejc re-

spictive. governments, The: . provinces. . are

the increase per square mile from $3 to $5, he
thought the price was still verylow. He re-
gratted very much if the lamber merchants de-
cided to quit our forests, but if they did so their
licenses would be immediately anculled, and
the limits would be at once put up for asle,
which would give us a revenue of $1,000,000 in-
stead of the $600,000 which we receive to-day.
While in New York, Mr. Mercier said
be met numbers of rich lumber dealers
who would like ncthing better than to
pay us twice as much as we were getting at the
present time. The speaker then told his hearers
that he intended to persist in his mensure of
last year, extendifig the right to vote to far-
mers’ sons, laborere, tenchers and others; and
that it wns also the intent’on of the Government
to introduce a bill providing for the incressa of
the present parliamentary representation, made
necessary by the dsproportion between the
population of certain clectoral districts. This,
the Premier enid, would have been done last
ression had the Legislative Council been less
houdtile to the Goverament.

Mr. Mercier, speakiog of tho hustile Protes-
tant vote in the Assembly agninst his Ministry,
said: ‘* This condrect on the part of the Pro
testant minority did not cause ua to swerve
from the straight path of right and jus-
tice. We were as just with regard to that
annarity ag if they had been just towards
us; and we will continue to accord them
that British fair play which their repre-
gentatives in the Houee have so persistently
denied to me and my Government. The Pro-
testant minority will therefore permit me tosay
hete, befove this immense auditory, composed of
three-quarters French-Cnnadians and Catholice,
that the National party will continue to respect
and cause to be respected thut minority ; that
the Natioual party desires to live in peacs and
harmony with all races and all creeds ; and that
iti ntends to 1ender justice to all, even to those
who refuse to accord it themaslves.” Regarding
the educa:ional quest’on, he said, * The sams
men who eought to create a feeling agninst
us oamongst Protestants:, also  sald  thas
we were about to drive the priest
from the echools aod the Jesuits from the
country, All these accusations have been
judged, and now our people know how much
faith they can put in these modern Pharisees
who have maligned and traduced us from one
end of Cannda to the other. The clergy know
that the National persy is their friend—the
triead of thie Church, the friend of religion and
the ancred cause which they so worthily repre-
sent,” In conclusion, Mr. Mercier said: 1
Liave addresked you at tvo great n length. 1
leave you with regret, and thank you with ull
my heart. lp seying ‘au revoir,” I wish you
all—small and great, rich and poor, weak and
strong, Liberals and Conservatives—tho greatest
possible vrosperity in your enterprises, and un-
bounded happiuess in your many homes.”’

When the applause wiich greeted the Hon-
orable U'remier on concluding his specch hnd
ceaved, the chairman introduced Mon. P,
Garnean, Commissioner of Crown Lands, who,
a3 a Conservative-Nationalist, expressed great
%lensurc in being associnted with the Hon,

remier and his other collesgues in the effort
to ameliora e toe state of public affairs in Que-
bee, and they all fels ratistied at the able man-
per in which they had been connected under his
leadership. A perfect understanding hed
always existed in tﬁe Cabinet. He had always
endeavored to work fur what he counsidered 1n
the intereat of the province. 1le laid aside all
ultra party viewa, and adopted n policy more
beneficial to Quebec’s interests. He weas con-
vinced that the same line of conduct will be con-
tinued, (Axf)lnuse.)

Hon. D. A, Ross, ex-Attorpey-Gieneral, uext
-IPoke. He snid the nnion of the Naticaal

arty wns due to the patriotiam, talentsavd
enorgy of the man l.heﬁ were there to houor
(cheers), and gn saying this he did not for a mo-
ment desire to disparage the large number of
honest Conservatives whn had nobly aacrificed
party to country (cheers). The syatem of govern-
ment under which we lived necessarily created
two political parties ; one to administer public
affairs, the other to watch the Govern-
ment, and to banish from power those who
should render themselvea unworthy of public
confidence. He hoped that the advetsaries of
the present Government would have an oppor-
tunity of watching this Government during the
next thirty years. (Laughter.) There was no
Gavernment without a blemish, but during the
poat twenty years (Quebec had been sadly min-
governed. *‘ Honesty ia the best policy "—and
although a warthy Scotchman had remarked
that ‘ honesty, though the best policy, kept a
man poor” (laughter), yet, it was
better to be poor and honest than thievish and
prosperous, (Applause )

Hoa. Mr. A. Turcotte paid a high tributa to
Hon., Mr. Mercier, and said that when the Na-
tional party bhad been formed its enemi-s had
snid it was a false union ond could not laet.
That National Government atill stood, and this
vast gathering, despite the mclemency «f the
weather, of people of all parta of the prov.
ince, was 5 sufficiant proof of the hold the
arty had taken in the affection of the people,
lLoud cheers ) In coaclusion, he begged the
Premier to accept the bouquet of flowers which
he had bern delegated by the ladies of the Dis-
trict of Three Rivers to cffer him, (Applause.)

The Premier, in o few well choren words,
thanked the ladies of Three Rivers for thie ex-
pression of their goxd will,

Hon. F. P. Langelier, M.1., ex-proviocial

sent, and conveyed to the bonorable Premier
the regreta of the members of the Oppnsition in
the Octaws Houee, who were unable to attend
on account of buninese. He stated also that it
was his belief that Mr. Mercier, as had been
said of Mr. Parnell was a born leader of men.
{Applause.} He had no fear for Mr. Mercier’s
(fovernment, or, if he had, it was the fear that
the majority atits back might be too powerful,
for o too great mojority very often engendered
corruption, DBut, with Mr. Mercier at the
helm, the future was bright. (A pplause.)

Hon., James McShane, Minister of Public
Worka, recsived an ovation, and in a brief ad-
dr+as reviewed the liberal snanner in which the
Iri-h Cntholic and Pro*estant elements had re-
ceived justice nt the hands of Mr., Marcier.
(Applause.) He (the speaker) was the fizat
genuine Irish Catholic who had ever received a
portfolio in any Cabinet in Quebec. (Cheers.)

Speeches were also made by Hon, Mr, Gag-
non, Proviacial Secretary, Messrs. Dechenes,
M P.P.. Soulanges, and Cardin, M, P., Riche-
lien, Mon. Geo. Duhame), Solicitor-General,
was loudly called for, but bad to dec ine
owing to the weask atate of his voice,
Mr. L, J. Cloran was also called for but de.
clined, owing to the lateness of the hour.

At 6,15 the Quebec and Montreal trains were
boarded, and left for their respective destina-
tions amidst the loud cheers of the citizens of
St. Hyncinthe, who seemed to have all turned
out to do honor to their guests.

Hon. Mr, McShane, on coming forward, was
received with great enthusiasm. Fe thanked
the assembly for the kind reception accorded
him, and congratulated them upon the good will
and harmony which existed among the citizens
of St Hzaci-nthe. Continuing, he said :—I
speak in the name of the Irish dstho_lics of this
Province. St; Hyacinthe sent to Parliament the
firet man who ever asked o gepuine Irish
Catholic representative to sccept a portfolio in
his Cabinet. (Loud cheera )

Now, with regard to the Protestant element,
you all know that during the time we were be-
tore the electors nearly every English paper in
this Provinge, and a great many French ones,
advised the Inglish Protestants uot to vote for
My, Moercier and his. followers, as they wonld
thereby endanger their own position, That
advice was followed in s marked degree, but I
know . this, and you all know it as well,
that . many of those who cast their votes
against us.at the last general election to-doy
regret.that act. (Cheers.) You have heard the

made. by the Hon. Eremier. He has told
you- .that . the: ‘“Parti.. National” know: no
nationality, know:no-creed.  (Great applause.)

opliged to refund « to- the Federal Treasury. all

I tell’ you .that:'that- programme
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been carried out, (Great cheering.) Ieayto

on, gentlemen, and tn the whole provinee, that
In the short space of tims, four or five manths,
that we liave been in pawer we have done more
for the Knglish-speaking olement than was ever
done for them by any government during the
past twenty ycars. (Applause.) 'There are
times, I must admit, when I feel ashamed of
myself, when I ask the Premier, ** Can you do
this or that for an old countryman ?” and ho in-
variably says, ‘* Yes, with all my beart.” (Loud
applause.) And if there is here, within tho
sound of my voice, an Irish Catholic or an Eng-
lish-spenking Proteatant, I say to him, do not
allow yourselvres to be deceived. I am your
reprefentative (cheers) ; with my aesistance,
and the support of my col engues, especinlly that
of the Premier, you will get fair p&ny, {Loud
cheers.)

G ntlenien, T am not going to enter into a dis-
cugtion of Provincial affaire, that has been al.
ready ably done by tha Hon, [Premier, I will
content myself by stating that I re echo with
my whole soul every word that has been said
here t>-day. This ({emonntmtiun is o deserved
recognition of the nerita of the hon. geutleman
who is your guest.  We are here, several Minis-
ters of the Crown, to bear testimony to the

esteem  in which  we  hald  him, and
we  have all  receivel an  enthusiastic
reception  fromn  yen,  But, gentlemen,

what nre we in conparison to our worthy
leader ? In our own humble way we are some-
body : but if ycu wero ever at the Council
Duard you would see who is the real rtatesman.
(Applause.} Gentlemen, so long as you keep
that hon. geatleman at the head of the Govemn-
ment of the province, so long will you have
pence and prosperity, 5o long will all differences
of creed and nati-nality ba obliterated, so lmg
will tho country be great and glovious. {tireat
<heers.)

Mr. McShane, on resuming his eeat, was
clieered to the echo.

s
ENCOURAGE HOME MANUFACTURE.
THE SNAKE KUITOR LRINGS IN A SCOOP.

The prioters’ devil was down in the reporters’
roam waiting for “copy,” and the city editor,
after scowling at Lhe legal editor, was about to
grasp his trusty shears, when the ennke reporter
utayed his hand, and whispered to Limi that he
had just had an idea. Thisx usheard of event
only elicited a earcnatic smile from the r«ligious
crank who writes the sbitnaries and funernls,
snd who always has a snd expression on hig
countenance, only o be nccounted for from the
fact that he ie still wearicg his lnst winter's
clothes,

“ Well, hurry up with it," said the local chief,
laying dowao the scissora reluctantly, *“ we'll gu
to press in half an hour,” And in about ten
minutes th ¥ ia what the snake reporter handed
in with asconp-like amile :

‘* A horrible plot has just been discovernd,
which, if carried out, will deluge our fair cit
with blood,  Dysamitery bave been ant wor
nad have perfected n plan to blow vy Yird
Lansdowne and his party should they attend
the jubilee oelebration “in this city. Da-
tecliven have been on the track of
the conspirators, but their number b ing so great
it is impcraible to say  whether they will be
able to prevent the perpetrution of the erime or
nut. 1t is not ns yet known exact'y where the

ex losion will take place, but it is reported,

Afrem an official source,” that several mines

have been: placed, ‘and shoud vne explosion
prove ineffectual several oth.r mines will ba
aprung at the proper moment. The same re'inbie
authorities state that the ach c¢ n-piratowy
O'Donovan Rousw, i in tewn, we h- wus svenr
to-day teking his Jupeh at the Hopa Coffes
house, apd waa overhiard mwuking o remarkt
to the effect that he expectad the
fireworks on the 218t woun'd be something grand.
This remark, it is thought, means that he in-
tends taking a hard ia himself,”

The city vditor 1 1wked.at the su ke editor in-
‘eredulovsly, but that interesting gentleman
only remsrked in an uhdertone, “‘that us we
were paying for the aume kind of stuff by cable:
from London, we might as well encourage home
‘manufactare.” The smake cditor has a greatr
head, eo the item pasred.

ST. ANN'S PARISH PILGRIMAGE,

The anaual pilgrimage of the Irish Catholics
of Moatreal and vicimty to the shrine of the
good Ste. Anne de Beauprd, under the direction
of the Redemptorist athers of St. Ann’s
Church, Montreal, takes place on Saturday, th
July, and promises to be & most grutifying suc-
cews, As will be noticed in our advertising
columns the Richelieu Co.’s magnificont steamer
Canada ha» been chartered for the oceasion and
will make the through trip from dlontreal to
3te. Anne de Beauprd, thus doing away with
the necessity of changing boats at Quebiec, which
has been a cavue of nuch inconvenicnce in past
yenra, The sale of staterooms beging on nextb
Sunday afttrnoon in the library of the St.
Ann's Young Men’s Hall, corner of Ottawa and
Young wireets, and judging from the numerous
enquiries that have been mads it 13 expected the
greater portion of the roows will be disposed of
on that day. As there will likely be quite a
number of gilgnms from the country districts
in the neighborbood of Montreal, any applica-
tions that they may send, either for tickets or
staternoms, addieesed to T, J. Quumlin, P, O.
box 2096, will receive immediate attention,
Every precoution will be taken by the committee
of the St. Anns Young Men’s Socicty, who
have been entrusted with the managemen$ of
the pilgrimage, to ensure the comfort of all who
attend. On theroturn trip the boat will arrive
at Quebec from Ste, Anne de Beaupré abont 1
p m. on Sunday, and the whole afternoon will
be spent in the Ancient capital. The steamer
will leave Quebec at § p.an, arriving in Mont-
renl at tix o’clock on Monday moraing.

HOME, SWEET HOME,

DopLin, June 17.—Mr. O'Brien, editor of
United Ireland, when he arrived ab QQueenstown
to-day on the steamer Adriatic, received an
ovation upon leaving the vessel. Scorea of
deputations from various places in [reland with
large con‘ingents from Cork and Queepstown
were at the dock to greet him and escort him to
the Queen’s Hotel. An immense crowd gathored
in front of the building, and Mr, O'Brien, in
response to_calls for a speech, appeaced on a
balcony and brifly addresséd them, alluding to
hiz American experience and thauking them
for Lheir cordial reception. Mr, O’Brien after
receiving addresses from tho deputations this
afterooon will go to Cork, where he will be’
tendered the freerdom of the city.
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