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“@rip's” Popular Servies of Pivated Wonances.

A VERY STRANGE STORY.

BY JOUN (BULWEK) BMITH,

s e

Tue Youse Asp ik BeauTIFUL ever since the days of primeval
innocence blend into n graceful Idenl. Not alone on the burning
sands of Bgypt, bencath the shadow of the dumb cternul Sphynx,
not alone in the caves of the mystic Rosicrucians, not in the study
of the Alchymist, but also in the throbbing streets of thie modern
Babylon, is the mysteripus to be discovered.

In onc of the fashionable streets in the neighbourhood of Bel-
gravia, the Countess of Plumberry gave a fushiovable re-union,
addition to Pcers of the realm, Bishops, Judges of the bench, and

men of literature, whose names are famous where language is !

spoken, the Lion of the scason, Walter Spoilgrave, was expected.

In

1 was seated in an alcove with divs. Captown Ruthven, discussing -

the Pacific Scandal, when I suddeniy felt a sieange presence, and
looking up saw Walter Spoilgrave betfore me.  ‘I'ne bloom of hewlih
was on his rounded cliceks, and the laughter of infaucy broke from
his dimpling lips ; but his eyes were old, as though Sphynx-like,
they had gazed unblinkingly through thousands of ycars, at strange
mysterious rites.  Wo were introduced, and after a casual exchange
of remarks on the Weather, he glided away. Presently 1 heard
the Countess saying, * We have heard of your musical abilitics,
will you favour us "

# Certainly,” he replicd, and with rare grace, he unfolded a Jew's
barp from w picee of brown paper. “ This air,” he said, *is the
famous ‘L'arputula, those who hear must dance.”

He commenced ; silvery tinkling notes, then londer, crepitating,
clanging, and at last & thunderous volume of sound, During this
wonderful performance the ladies gracefully kept time, tapping
tuncfully with their slippered feet, the men drumming with their
fat fingers. Then the time changed into a wmarvellous rhythm,
Miss Barbara Chillybe, the ancient spinster, scized a Bishop round
his portly waist and spun in the Giddy Waltz, the rest followed,
all were in motion. The wig fell from one, the false teeth clatters
cd from the mouth of another, a many folded pannier lay upon
the floor, beside dainty slippers—all was confusion. ‘Lhe Gracceful
and the Beautiful were swallowed up in reticulated Motion !

In the midst of the confusion, young Spoilgrave stopped his
music, re-folded his mclodious Jew's harp in the brown paper,
bowed to the confused:company, and seizing my hand passed out.

“ Volition is Motion,” he whispered. I will to be in wy apart-
ments, and we are there” It was strange, The room was like o
sceond-hand store in Wardour Street.  Aucient armour hung upon
the walls, swords of Damask, Canoe couches of the same, curious
Louis l¢ Grand fuiniture, Venetian glass and belts, with zodiac
signs from the fur cast, above all, the mystic pentacle and the
Abracadabra of & remote age.

As I looked at him he scemed to be growing visibly older. He
appeared to be tirning bad, and a greenish light like the emiua-
tions frowm - putriscent fish, played npon his face.  He rose and went
to a cupbourd and took out a small phial. It too was greeu, and
labelled Absiuthe,  « Drink!” he suid, und against my own will,
compelled by o stronger will than my own, I dewnk the fiory
draught.  © Ifor my pawt,” he said, # 1 prefer drinking thus”  As
he gpuke be rose in the air, Hoated recumbent, touched the ceiling
with his feet, and hanging head downwards, drank out of the phial
with a strange gurgling sound, ¢ 1 am young again he said re-
turning to wmy side.

“# Yet you look old.”

“Bah!” he remarked, and his wicked eyes twinkled. ¢ What is
Youth; what is Age? ‘The Willis cternal. 1 dety Lime. [ have
scen the Pyramids when they were young. The statute of Mem-
nom has murmured music to me in the dim Long Ago. I clhiunge
my name; but Llive on. Now a Satrap in the Court of Sardina-
palus, later a Rosicruscian, afterwards an Alchymist. 1 stormed
the Lastile—Dbub, what signifies it? To Will is to Live. But we
have business.”

With phosphorous he drew the circle and the pentacle. Weo
stood inside, svven lamps burned incense, and the air grew darls,
A form grew out of the darkness, balls of fire denced in the aiv, I
grew dizzy and fell.

How long I lay I have no means of telling; but motion ut last
came to my limbs, and T kicked out like a sturdy swimmer at sca.
A voice hissed in my cars—4 Kecp your feet to yourself you
drunken brute!” A sounding blow rang on my ear. I awoke. It
was my dear wife, The Ideal blended with the Keal, ‘T'he blow
from my Julia’s hand was a palpable Fact !

ORI IV S N
from Guip’s Basket,
Grap to hear it T'he musical young lady who tossed about her
head Letore pitching her voice in tne right key is expected to
recover.

@roaks

Queky.—Whon is o horse not a horse? When it is twrned to
grass.

Wuy were the majority of the voters for the Water Works’ Com-
missioner not like the god of marringe.  Because they were not
Hime-men,

SEASONABLE Note.~The United states' Minister toSpain is a good
man to keep vool, sceing he is always an I. Sickle,

Is the new political platform of the Monarchists in Frawce likely
to prove untenable because the lender is i CuaMporp (shawm board) ?

It aLsk,—'Lhere is no teath whatever in the report that Mr, Epwaeo
Brase is practising the sword dance and Highlaud fling in order to
reguin his popularity with the Scotch portien ot the Licform party.

TIPS TO OUR BETTERS.

We don't approve of betting, but it is onc of the inevitable evils,
and we must content ourscelves with doing o little towards its
mitigation, sccing that it cannot be eradicated. Jpropes of the forth-
coming mueting of the House of Comwmons, we are pained to ob-
serve many rushiog into the broad road of this ruinous habit, in
som¢ cases recklessly stuking large amounts ou the wrong side of
questions that are no questions ut all.  ‘LThis course will result only
in chagiin to allsuch. Now if any of our friends insist on * put-
ting up,” by all menns let them risk their money or silk hatg, as
the case muy be, on o sure thing, as this will rob the practice of
some of its more repulsive fentures, as well ag obviate much after
pain.

We can rccommend the following propositions as comparatively
safe on the part of the affirmative :

(). Hon. Mr. Mackevzie will, dircetly or indirectly, privately or
publicly, make some reterence to the Pacitic Scaudal on the 23id
of Qcutober inst,

(2). The Globe will, on the 22nd instant, say something touching
the duty of the hour,

(3). 8ir Jouy A. Macpovatp will vefrain from repeating bis
statement about Lis hands.

(4). Hon. Mr, Buaue will (if he speaks at any length), make
allusion to ¢ statutes in such cuses made and provided "—(t hough
probably not fu & sct phrase),

(5). Mr. James Buary, M.L,, will maintain o dignified and con-
temptuous silence during the debate.

(6). Hou. Mr. Hoxringron will be in his place in Pacliament if
nothing prevents.

(7). 1f Black Rod interleres there will be cries of ¢ Order!” and
“ Privilege !

(8). The Speech from the Lhroue will not be cwrried by accla-
mation,

(9). Il a test vole is taken, the Party that can count the most
noses will be in the mujority.

We would particularly advise that no wager be oftered on the
question s to what the Right Hon, the Piemivr will do.  Itis
absolutely uwusate,

* TIHS CURSE OF CANADA.”

A Conoxew’s Jury the other day returned a verdict of ¢ Death from
natural causes,” in the case of & person whose demise had been
occasioned direetty by whiskey. “Chis is the ficst formal recogni-
tion of King alcohol by any of the Great Powers,

Wear boots two sizces too small.
The Sea IKale

- How to grow corns.

Wuar vegetable is given to strong drink?
(seck ale) of course.

Barnunm now proposes to send the pioneer balloon across the
Atlantic. If he can make it convenient to go pursonally on tho
trip, there need be no fear of the gas giving out.

Mus. GruMrToN says she makes her daughters all lace tightly,
because then they will bo always staid (stayed). Pardon, Mrs, G.,
but for the same reason they will always move in a coarse set
(corset).




