Fur tha Peerl.»_; B

ON POETRY

« Blessings be with them, and eterna] praise,
Who gave us nobler loves, and nobler cnres—-'e
The Poets "—Wonnswon'm. :

" The prejudnce exrstmrr among acertain e]ass in socretv to Poetry
and worlks of rrm.,,mnllon ﬂ'ener.:."v, nrlses e\ndenlly from an im*
'pmpar perception of thelr real propemes and eﬁects. Stronbly
xmblbm«r the prmclples of utlhtarmmsm, they vieiv the most sler—
]mu poetry as frivolous and demoralizing, ‘ and would fam depnv
us of those feelings and aﬁ’ecuous whrch sweeten’ the cup of’e ex-
isience, b) couverting s into a race of gloomy ascetics. ‘In oppo-
sition to the opinions of this class of individuals,-I contend that
Poetry is practically useful ; that it elevates, softens, and harmo-
" nizes our affections, and drﬂ'uses a charm round the domesnc and
social circle. -

Lver) man, untll his sp:rrt has become corrupted with the sel-
fish cares, and busy strife of the world, possesses within him the
perms of poetry, though he be unable, like the poet, to give ¢ a lo-
cal habitation and a name,’” to the beautiful perceptions of his
mind, flowing from the contemphtron of any lovely object in
Natare. T'he boundless ocean—the. mabmﬁcent arch of heaven—
the stars ‘which glitter in the ﬁrmament—possess the same potent
mﬁuence over the mind of the comimon observer, ‘as over that of
the gifted burd but the - feeling wrth the ene is pent - wnhm his
bosom—wrth the other it gushes forth in stmms of glowm« beuut\
It is evrdeut then, that ~w1tn this” muate love of. the beénuties o ||
Creatlon existing thhm our bre'lsls un) thmo‘ that fosters this
feehuw—that adds so largely to the amoynt of human: happruess—
should be cherished as a boon’ of the highest value..” With the
power of the enchanter’s waud the poet brmrrs forlh beuuty and
{freshness, hidden to the common’eye, itom leaf, and ﬂower, “and
.gentle rivalet :—we pluck the simple daisy, and with Burns derive
from it a homily both dehahrful and instructive ; we ander amid
the iofty glaciers with Byron, and commune with Natare in her
wildest-and sublimest aspects ; we view the ev er-clnncrmw seasons
with Thomson, and the cheerful scenes of rural life form a sweet
picture of repose and contentment ; or we stroll abroad on a sum-
‘mer evening in the calm moonhn'ht and while our spmts drink in
the exquisite heanty of the scene, we are constramed {o e\_elzum

wuh Shakspea*e——i'

T lIow sweet the monnh"ht s!eeps on yonder Imnh "

" "x‘

nuture and all that have power 10 'rttach us still ‘more closely 10
olir comimon humamty, are’ dehcately =‘mdowed forth in the pages

of the poet, who from the hidden founts of the heart calls forth

affections— . :
% To cheer—to charm—to bless—
And sanciify our pilgrimage on carth.”?

On the charge against Poetry, of perversion to evi} purposes,
Southey remarks :—¢¢ Poetry may be, and too often has been,
wickedly perverted io evil purposes,—what indeed is there that
may not, when Religion itself is not safe from such abuses ! But
the good which it docs, inestimably exceeds the evil. It is no
trifling good to provide means of i innocent and mlelleetu'ﬂ enjoy-
‘ment’ for so many thousands, in a state like ours {an en|oymeut,
heightened, asin every memncc it is within someli ttie clrcle, by
personal conslderatrons, raising it 10 a degree which 1 may be called
h.xppmess. It is no’ trifling good- to'win the ear of chxldren wuh
“verses which foster i in them the saeds of humamty , und tenderness,
'md ‘piety,: awaken theu ﬂmcy, and exercise,” pIeasurably a d

: wholesomely their imaginative ‘and medltame powers. Iti
trifling benefit to proude a ready. mirror, for the young, in| wlnch
they may see their own best feelinis reflected, and wherein < ‘what-

. soevér things are honest, w!ntsoever things are Just whatsoever
things.are paure, wh'\tsoe\er Lhm«rs are lovely,” are presented to
them in the most attractive form. Tt is no trifling benefit to send
abroad strains which may assist in preparing the heart for its trials,
and in supporting it under them. But there is a greater good than
this,—a further benefit.  Although it is in verse that the most con-
summate skill in composition is to be Jooked for, and all the arti-
fice of language displayed, yet it is in verse only that we throw off
the yoke of the world, and are, as it were, privileged to utter our
deepest and holiest feelings. Poetry in this respect may be called
the salt of the carth ; we expressin it, and receive in it sentiments,
for which, were it not for this permitted medium, the usages of
the world would neither allow utterance ner accepiance. And
who can tell, in our heari-chilling and hcart-hardening society,
how much more debased, how much worse we should have been,
in all mora! and intellectual respects, had it not been for the unno-
ticed and unsuspected influence of this preservative 2**

This testimonial to the utility of 'Poetry from onc of the most
gifted of her sons; will go far to combat the cynical notions that
have gamed some credit with a few ; and furnish strong evidence,

' subhnnty and puthos i uut as, poet,xcul p.xSau«es ﬁ'om these wrrt tra

ithe - last we should part \mh, i usmuch supermr Lo all; other
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the sncred wrxtmffs we meet W nh poetry o{ the‘ lurrhest order of

have so. often been quoted, it would be needless to prese‘ :
lrer' ; _I cunuot rei‘mm, h wever, from referrmtr to: _Dr”
:5‘_.rson Good on thls subject :—
gion is’ c.lpab]e ol‘ giving''r
The Brble, mdeed whreh

'to the purest und sub uuest poetry
the ﬂrst boo‘\ we shouId pnzo, ‘and

boolxs, whether of uncrentor modern times, in " its ﬁnuratlve and
attractive dress, as it is in its wer«;hty and or.rcu]ar doctrines ; 5 in
the hopes it erﬁqudles and the fears it arrays. Tuits exterior as iu
its interior, in its little as in its great, it displays alike its drvme
original.”’

With evidences such as  these of the value of I’oetr) » T will not
readily yield the pleasure denved from its pagusnl thou«h thej|
cynic sneer at it as frivolous and unprofitable ; fnd I hope ‘Mr.

and mterestmg to the reader, and give it that full e\posmou wluch
its importance demunds. = ¥ .
A Lﬁovxn oF LITERATURE.

i

oM GOUD SFILSE AND BEAUTY IN THE FEMALE SEX

Notwuhstaudmv the ]essons of morahsts, and the declamatmus
ol' phllosophers, it cunnot be: demed that all- manl\md have a. na-
tural love, and even respect for etternal beauty ‘In vain do thoy
respect itas a thing'of no value lnltqalf as-a frajl and perishuble||f
flower ; in vain do they exlanst all the depths of argament, .all
the stores of fancy, to prove the worthlessness of this amiable glft
ol nature. However persuasive their.reasonings may appear,
and however we muy for a time, fancy ourselves convinced by
them, we have in our breasts a certain instinct, which never fails
{o tell us, that it is not satisfuctory ; and though we may not be
able to prove that they are wrong, we feel a conviction that it is
impossible they should be right. :

They are cerlalnly right in blaming lhose who are rendered |ls

vain by the possesslou of beuut)r since vanity is ut all times a
funlt ; Lat there is great difference. betweeu being vain of 'nhmtr
and bemu hnppy that we have 4t 3 and-that- beau(y, however little
mcrzt a woman can clnnn lo herseifﬁfor n ) rcnily a qu.xhty

esrst for h Ionw:tlme the opposm" ewdence of: subs .
vation. Let a mau ‘of even the souudest Judgment bo. presemed
to Lwo- women, equnlly stran«ers to !nm, ‘but the. 6ne extrome]y
handsomc, the ather without any remarkable ndvunt.lges of person,
and Lie will without deliberation, attach himself first to the former.
All men seem in this to be actuated by the same principles us
Sacrates, who used to any, that when he saw a beautiful person,
he always expected (0 see it animated by a beautiful soul. The
lndies, however, often fall into the fatal error of imagining that a
fine person is in our eves, superior to every otheraccomplishinent;
and those who are so happy as to be endowed with it, rely with
vain confidence - on its irresistible power, to retain hearts as well
as to subdue them. Hence the lavish care- besiowed on the im-
provement of exterior and perishable charms, and -the neglect of
eohd and durable.excellence ; hence the long list of “arts that ad-
mlmster to vanity and fo)ly, ilie countless train ofghtlenng accom-
nshmenlsv and the scnn!.y cululogue of ‘truly valuable _acquire-
ments, which® ‘compose, for the maost part, ~thie. modern syslom of
l'ash'on.rble ﬁ.m'tle educatlon., Yet 80 faF ia beuuly from" bemrr in
our e) es an excuge for the want of a coltivated mind, that’ the wo-
men who are blessed with'it, h.we. in reality,- a much hmder msk
to perform than those of their sex who are not so’ dlslmwulshed
Evenour sell-'love‘here_‘m]\es part against them ; we feel us[_mmed
of lrow'irrg,Suﬁ'ered’.ourselves' to be caught like childreu, by mere
outside, and perhaps even fall into the contrary extreme. Could
¢“ the statue that enchants the world”’—the Venns de Medicis, at
the prayer of some new Pyg‘mnlioni, beecome suddenly animated, ||}
how disappointed wunld e be il she were not endowed with a
soul, answerable to the inimitable perfection of the heavenly form ?
Thus it is with a fine woman, whose only accomplishment is ex-
iernal excellence. She may dazzle fur a time ; but when a rhan
has once thought, * what a pity that such a mnsterpiece should be
but a walking statue,’ her empire is at an end. On the other
hand, when a woman, the plainness of whose features prevented
our noticing her at'first, is found, upon nearer acquaintance, _to
be possessed of the more solid and valuable perfections of thef!.
mind, the pleasure we feel in being so u«rreeably undeceived, mukes
her appear 1o still greater ndvnnlnve ; and ag'the mmd of. man,
when left to itself, is naturally an enemy to all 1n3ust1ce, we, evon
unknown to ourselves, strive to repair the wrong we. have lnvo-
luntarily dong ber, by a double portion ofn.ltentwn and rogurd
If these ohservations. be founded in- lrnlh, it will ‘appear’ thnt_

Editor, that some abler pen will take up this- subject 80 agrecable|}

ucel\ henenth her gen!le rule:
Iove wluch she msplres. Ev
pnwerful mnw:c ofher benuly

peril be a patient comforter, when the cauise’ lhnt moves'is the v'.'

dication of her Jove.  Affection is to her-what glory is'toa’ man,
an impulse that inspires the most adventurous lu,ro:sm.—.f P
Kennedy. o . R

not 1o draw wnter. A sagnclous ohser er hence
pressure of utmosphele and ried and qulcl\srlver.. The - Arg
lamp wasginvented by one ol'lho brolhens of that name, hnvmg r
inarked let a tube held by chance overa candle caused it ta
burn wnh 8 bright flaine—nn effect before unaltmnable—though
earnestly songht after. . Withiout Argnnd lamps, light-houses (to ,
pass over minor objects) conldl not be made efficient, nnd on.
the impostunce of these it is needless to dwoll.—Penny Mag.

Ilmnoo ABaU’RDITY.—ThO llmdoos cnrry on a coe;p]ete
aysiem nfbnrgammg with lheu' gods, or rather a compound 1"oy
tem.of flattering, cholm lmrtrmnmﬂ und lhreutenmg The
ordmary methad . rs ‘the ‘cor

nnd 80 I wrll g:ve you s‘

By the laws of Austria, no person can be: executed for', an
crime, not even I'or l]le most cleurly proved murder, wnlhoul hi

strong (o demonslranon ngnmst him, - ho mny “be' lmpr
but. he cnnnot be sent o hxs cternnl nccount wuh 1 cnm

though a woman witha culuvnted mmzl may Justly hope to p!ense




