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Warton;notices the commoa practice, about the reign of Eliza-

beth, of our authors dedica 18,2 WO, k at once toa nun-ber oflhe
robility.- Chnpman s lraﬁwu of Homer has sixteen sonnets
uddres;ed to lords and ladies. Henry Lock, in a coliection of
two hundred religious sonnets, mingles with such heavenly works
the terrestrial composition of a.number of sonnets to his noble
patrons ; and not_ to. multiply more instances, our great poet
Spenser, in compliance with this disgraceful custom, or rather in
obedience to the estublished tyranny of_.patronagel has prefixed to
the Fairy Queen fifteen of these adulatory pieces, which in every
respect, are the meanest of his compositions. At this period all
, looked up to peers, as onbeings on

inen, as well as writers

whose smiles or frowns all sublunary good and evil depended. !

At a much later period, Alkanah Settle sent copies. round to the
chief party, for he wrote for both parties, accompanied by ad-
dresses, to extort pecumary presents in return. He bhad ldtlcrly
one standard- ELEGY, and one EPITHALAMIUM, punled off

with blanks, which by ingeniously filling up with the printed,

numes of any great person who died or was married, no oue who
was going-out of life or was entering into it, could pass.scot free.

One of the most singalar anecdotes respecting ‘Dedications in
English b1bho«rnphy, is that of the Polyglot bible of Dr. 'Castell.
(‘rom\\ell, much to his honor, _patronised that great labur, and,
aliowed the paper to be imported free of all duties, both of excise
and castom. It was published under the proteclorale, “tut many
(‘Oples had not been disposed of ere Charles 11. ascended the

throne.

wavered with Riehard Cromwell. Atv_lhe’resmrntioh, he cancell-
ed the two last leaves, and supplied their places with three
others, which softened down the republican strainsuand blotted
Oliver’s name out of the book of life ! 'The differences’ in what
are now called the REPUBLICAN and the 'LoYAL copies have
amused the curiobs collectors ; and the furmer being very scarce
aro toost sought after. 1 have seen the republican. Inthe LovaL
copies the patrons of the work are mentioned, but their TITLES
are esscntinlly changed ; SERENIssiMUS . ILLUSTRISSIMUS,
and HoworATTISSIMUS, were epithets that dared not show
themselves under the LEVELLING influence of the great fanatic
ropubhuan '

It i3 a curious literary folly, not o('nn mdnvndual butof the |

Spanish nation, who, when the laws of Castile were reduced into
a code under the reign of Alfonso X, surnamed the Wise, divid-
ed the work into SEVEN VOLUMES ; that they might be dedicat-
ed to the sEVEN LETTERS, which formed the name ol' his
majesty ! ' . Cw

Never was a- gigantic baby of adulation so crammed | with: the
voft pap of DeprcAaTIONS as Cardinal Richelieu. French flat-
tery even cxceeded itself.—Awmong the vast number of very ex-
traordinary dedications to this man, in which the divinity itself is
disrobed of 'its attributes to bestow them on this miserable crea-
ture of vanity, I suspectthat even the following une is not the
maost blasphemous he received. ¢ Who has secn )'ou1" face
without being seized by those softened terrors which. made the
prophets shudder when God showed the beams of his glory ? Bat
as he whom they dared not to approach in the burning bush, and
in the noise of thunders, appeared to them sometimes in the fresh-
ness of the zephyrs, so the softness of your august countenance
dissipates at the same time, and changes into dew, the small va-
pors which cover its majesty.”’ One of these herd of dedica-
tors, after the death of Richelieu, suppressed in a second edition
his’ hvpcrbohc'd panegyric, and as a punishment ho mﬂxcmd on
himself, dedicated the work to Jesus Christ ! ‘ E

‘I'lie sume tasto characterises our own dedications in"‘the_ rclsn
of Churles 1T and James II.  The great Dryden has carried it to
an excessive height ; and nothing is more usual than to eompare
the pATRON with the DrviniTy—and at times a fair inference
may be drawn that the former was more in the author’s mind than
God himsell ! A Welsh bishop made an APoLoGY 1o James I,
for PREFERRING the Deity—to his Mujesty ! Burke has admir-
ably observed on Dryden’s extravagant dedications, that they
were. the vices of the time more than of the man ; they were
londed with flattery, and no disgrace was annexed to such an ex-
ercise of men’s talents ; the contest being who should go Tarthest
in the most graceful way, and with the best turns of expression.

An ingenious dedication was contrived by Sir Simon Degge
who dedicated “* the Parson’s Counsellor’’ to Woods, Bishop of
Lichfield, with this intention. Degge highly complimented the
Bishop on having most nobly restored the church, which had
been demolished in the civil wars, and was rebuilt Lut left un-
finished by Bishop Hacket.
Woods had not turned a single stone, and it is said, that much
against his will he did something from having Leen so publicly
reminded of it by this ironical dedlcduon-—Curzosztzes o Litera-
ture.

N

'L Majer, in his ¢ History of "Trials by Ordeal,’’ 1793, asserts,
that on weighing some witches and magicians in Hungary in
1728, atall jolly dame weighed only a drachm and a half—het
hasband, not by any means a diminutive man, five drachms—the
others, three or four drachms, or less !

At the time he wrote- the dedication,}

‘

l

i{glass, on the left a knife, and in the very middle his book, and so

'sented to him, whilst surrounded by his generals, ¢ Come my
Dr. Castel]l had dedicated the work gratefully to Oliver, ' Sud y s g ) X y

by mentioning him with peculiar respect in the prefice; but he,

ANECDOTES OF CELEBRATED PERSOMS

FROM: GERMAN WORKS.

Louis XTV.—The grand monarque was noted for his iniposing
look. On one occasion, however, as he was reviewing some of
his troops, he was unable to put a soldier out of* countenance, sG,
stern and unbending was the man’s gaze. How is it,” said the
king, ““that you dare thus look ut me?”? 'Sire,” replied the
undaunted son of Mars, ¢ none but the eagle can fix his eyes on
the san.”” * 'I'lvis man, from the fixed nature of his gaze, was sur-
named ‘¢ the Eagle.”’ ‘

Fonlenelle.—This celebrated man lived to be a hundred years
of age. A few months before his death he was at the theali‘e,
when’ bemc accosted by an English nobleman, who - professed to
have come all the way from Lnnrlnnd on purpose to see him, he
rephed : My lord, I have left you plemy of time,”

' Frederick II—His majesty, - looking out of the window one
da_) ; saw a number of people rc.ldm'r a paper stuck against a wall.
¢“Go and'see,’” said the king to a page in waiting, ¢ what those
penple are reading.”” *¢ Sire,”’ said the [mge, on his return, trem-
bling with fear; ¢ It isa satire on your person "o Indeed »
replicd his. .majesty, coolly i just step dowin again, and put the
paper more on a level with their vn:.u,al or«mus, I am afraid it is ra-
ther too high.”” : :

‘ This mouarch was of an e\cecdmwly f"umh.lr tarn of . mm(l
¢ Come,’ said he, one day to :the Abbe Raynal, who was pre-
good feliow,'\\"e are both old, let us sit down and have a chat.” -

- Reuchlini~-The celebrated author of * De Arte Cabalistica,”
havyi ing reached a village where he was oblnred to- wait for his ear-
riage at an inn, filled with drunken obstreperous peasents,  hit
upon one of the stringest plans for silencing such an assemblage,
as was ever heard of. - He called for a glass of . water and a picce
ofchalk. With the latter he deseribed on the tablo a circle sur-
mounted by a small cross ; on the right of this circle he placed the

began to read, at times uttering strango sounds. The peasants
taking him for nothing less than a sorcerer, held their tongues in
amazement, and Reuchlin was thus enabled to read for a good
half hour in peace, when at length his carriage camc.

.Monl_psquz:u.---On leaving que, Monlesquleu waited on the
Pope, Benedict XIV., with the intention of taking leave. Uis ho-
liness, desirous of conferring on the Savan some slgnal marks of,
his favour, said to him, ¢ We grant you the penmsmbn o ent|
flesh on all fast ddys, .md of our goodncqs extend this fuvour to
your posteuly for ever.’ Monle;qmeu tendered’his th.mk to his
hibliness, and took bis leave. " The bishop who acted the part of
chamberlain, conducted -the author to an adjoining apartment,
whaere the Pdpc s hull of'dhpcnaanon was handed over to him, ac-
compnmed with the demand of a pretty considerable fec. Montes-
quien having cast his eyeson the document, returned it to the
donor, observing, that as the Pope was so 1'ighleous a man, he
wauld not think of doubting his word, which he certainly would
do, in taking the bull of dispensation,.

Frederick TI. was, on the occasion of his passage through a
small town, accosted by several of the dignitaries of the place.
One of these, stepping forward to deliver his speech, was most
unceremoniously interrupted by a donkey a few feet off, which
began to bray in a most unmusical strain. The king was unable
to l'es'tj'aiu his merriment, and langhing outright, exclaimed, *¢ Do,
I beg of yau, each speak in )"our turn 5 iT'is impossible for me to
understund you, if you will both talk together.”*

-Philip the Good.—As Philip, Duke of Burgundy, was walking
lhrounh the strects of Bruges, he found on his path a drunken
man, sound asleep. " He had him removed and carr ried to the da-
cal paldce, where having caused him to be stript of his rags, he
was placed in one of the-richest beds, with a coslly night-shirt on
his body, and a perfumed night-enp on his bead. As may be
supposed, the poor drunkard was not a little amazed when he
awoke, to find himself in such strange circumstances—he was
much more so when he saw several fine gentlemen approach him
with low bows, inquiring what dress his highness would be gra-
ciously pleased to wear on that day. 'T'his question, of course,
completed the poor fellow’s astonishment; he was, he said,
nothing inore than a wretched cobbler—but it was all to no pur-
pose, the attentions paid to him were redoubled, and he at length
found himself compelled to snbmit to all their officiousness.
\When he was dressed, the transformed cobhler was conducted in
state to the chapel, to hear mass ; at the end of which ceremony,
he good-naturedly allowed his hand to be kissed,which, however,
as may be supposed, was not one of the fairest. After this jpan-
tomime, he was sumptuously fared, then tuken for un airing in a
superb chariot, then to the opera, and to wind up all, to a magni-
ﬁcentbnil, where the most lovely credtures he ever beheld vied
with each other to pleasc and to amuse him. . A snbstantial sup-
per followed the dance ; bottle after bottle passed before the eyes
of the enraptured cobbler, glussfuls after glassfuls followed each
other in rapid succession down his throat ; 1ill at length, com-
pletely overwhelmed by liquor and excitement, he dropped off in-

)

his old cloldlms, and carricd to the spot whence he was convey-
ed to the Duke's palace. 'The next morning™he could not find
words enough o relate to his wife with sufficient effect, the de-- '~
tightful dream he had had. H. M.

WaRr as 11 Is.—The United” Service Journal for April con--
tains an accouut of the capture of Coustaptine. in 1837 by the
French Army.  The sketch is, wrilten by Su Grenville Temple,
Bart and, we presume, may be relied upon for the ¢orrectness of
its statements.  Two or three- specimens of the diabolical fury,
nnd the deathloss hate which modern christiung bancllon, we pre-«.
sent to-our readers —*¢ The Turks, Moors, and Arabs defended
themselves. most obstipately, and they did not commence to bend
till they found the Fraench surrounding them,  This hud been ef-
fected by the snpeurs having cleared on the left, in the direction
of Buh Jedid, away llLrou«Ii the houses and ruins. The samo
system had also been comwmenced on the right. The contest how-
ever continued to rage with the greatest fury the gnmson oeno-
rally, but especmlly the Turkish soldiers, behaved nobly, fig ghting
as lions.( ! ) defending their young, Tt roquired the full develop-
ment of the well-proved I'rench courage to maintain the strife
with these gallant warriors, who, eyen when lying on the ground
in the agonies of death, :continued cutiing with their yataghans
and sabres. Many men were cut, down in this manner, and, ‘it
became prudenl to cast an e\ammmv glance on.the bodies on-
W luch you were to place your foot.  Under an ancient «nteway,
the struggle was the greatest and mast bloody, for, mdependently \
of the fire ofmuekelry. mun was opposed to man in close contest,
and the yataghan aud the buyonet reaped the harvest: of ca(.h
other’s lives. The finy was, however, not conﬁnod to this spot,
it raged with equal spirit in all the: adJomm« streets, and in every
house. At last, covered with blood and foammg with rage, the
Moslem soldiers retired, still fighting, to the Kasbah, thongh this
former fortress was unable to aftord them' protection, from the
French entering it with them, A few wero taken, bat the great-
or part desconding the steep and precipitous fuce of the rock®
gumed the valley, not however without losing many. of theic
numbers, who were dashed to pisces by fullmg._hendlqng into the
ravine below. .When the inhubitants found that their town was
lost, muny mounled their horges, ond issuing from Buh - Jedid;
dashed at a gnllop down the steep declivity along the road wlnch
leads to Milah ; but the great mass of the population, espccmlly k
jthe women, the aged, and the children,  endeavoured to escnpc '
from the fato they’ supposed to awail theth,, : by chmbmv ’dowu 1ht§ ;
IOCI\Q and lowering themselves bycmpes, thus galmnw the? gardona;'
nnd:lhe nve:s below the towh. 4 A: grcat number penshedgm’éf X
" Topes; brenkmg,« the_feet: shppmn, or.by ‘the weaned hand boing: 5
no longcr able to maintain their hold; The. ravines nl‘the. tmOf"
‘the rock -were filled with the bodies of those which roﬁ”d*from‘ o
.above ; heaps were scen of the dead rthe dying, the wounded
.and the mutilated. Men, women, and children,’ lay in' masses,
perishing miserably and in ngonies, " for all others were too much
Iloccupied to assist them., The sight of men who have been killed
fighting is one which does not inspire any sensibilities ( ! ) foriit s
|nolhm" more than you are prepured to see ; but when women
and children are included among the killed such is not the case,’
:and few can gaze upon them in this state unmoved., Tn the town,
I was witness to a Jittle seene which considerubly affected me.
Entering a house whose passage was paved with the numerois
bodies of  the valiant defenders, we found a door which was
lucked ; -the soldiers burst it open, and found that it had been
still furlher secured by the jnmates with boxes and trunks placed
againstit. A woman had locked hersellin with two children,
one of these at: the breast : she thou;,hl hersell secure, but wo -
found them all three killed, a shell having entered by the ceiling
aud burst in the room. 'l‘he mother and the little boy appeared
to have been, when struck, nt different extremitics of the room,
We found them in the centre cinbracing each other with the
grasp of death, and the train of blood showed that they had drug-
ged themselves there from opposite corners.  The floor wus
strewed with little toys and playthings, many dabbled in blood.
Although these are events which unfortunately often occur in be-
seiged lowns, still you cannot avoid starling with horror and
pain when they present themselves to view.” That Muhometans -
should believe in the lawfulness of war, does not excite surprise ;
but that the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus should be us
ready to fight for their country, etc. as the votaries of the false
prophet, does almost surpass beliel. ~ And yet such alas ¢ is_the
fact. '

A New Member of Parliamenl.—Lord North, one day, in
the House of Commons, was interrupted in the most important
part of his speech by n dog who had taken shelter and concealed
himeelf under the table of the house, and then making his escape,
ran directly ucross the. floor, barking "with a violent. howl. A
burst of laughter ensued, which would have disconcerted: uny or-+
dinary-speaker. But North, who knew how to'turn uny occur-.
rence, however ludicrous, to his own advantage, having ‘waited -
with all gravity until the roar was subsided, then addressed the
chair, saying, ¢ Sir, I have been .interrupted by a new member,

1o a sound sleep, during which he was once more reinvesgted in

n|{but as he has concluded hls ar«umept Iw;ll resume mine,”’



