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ada. Certainly judgl ¢ from the reports of the
work which has been accomplished by the clubs
existing in New York, Chicago and Boston, the
system is well worthy of wider extension, Why
not have a Church Club in our greater centres,
such as Montreal, Toronto, Halifax, St. Jobn,
ete? At the annual dinner of the New York
Church Club in January last, there were present
several of the Bishops of the Church in the
United States, as well as leading clergy and
laity, and some notable utterances were mado.
President Low spoke of ** The University "' as
the Church’s ally in the investigation of the
truth und the education of Christian men.
Bishop Talbot remurked upon the fuct that the
luity urc awakening to a realization of their op-
portunity and privilege in the Church, and are
beeoming more and more important factors In
its «rowth and development.  He spoke of the
yestiscitation of luy interest in the Church within
the pust twenty-five years “us one of the most
hopetul signs of the age in which we live,” He
also thought the qualily of the cleryy was im-
proving, and that they were coming more and
more into tonch with the civil us well us the
spiritual life ot the community, commanding
more and more the respect, reverence and re-
gurd ol all clusses of men,

Bisnor Coremay, of Deleware, has wuarm
words of appreciation for Church Clubs, which
he said he had fouad # valuable weapons of re-
sistance,” and which were highly advantageous
and buneficial to the Church and the members
in the botter unlerstanding brought about be-
tween Churchmen in different parts of the dio-
cese. e said further, * I cannot say too much
s to the value of such orgranizations, . . .
Being u diocesan, at least an ultra parochial
orgunization, the Chureh clubis very influential
in lessening, if not altogether obliterating those
congregational lines which so often bar the
Churel's progress.  In such assembluges, the
members realize their relation to the Diocese ns
such, and that there aro responsibilities and
privileges which have wider scope and signiti-
cance than those which belong more exclusively
to other parishes.”

Avotner notable and timely utterance at the
New York club dinner was that of Bishop Cole-
man in reference presumably to the late Con-
uress of Religions in Chicago. IHe is reported
as saying: There is a disposition among some
in the Chureh to restore paganism, one feature
of which was the lack of dogmatic instruction,
and another feature of which was the ease with
which men might believe anything and worship
any person or thing. Tt seems now to bea mark
ol culture to recoguizo s worthy of study and
meditation all the teachers of the world, and
this was the very ides which underluy paganism
at the time of the introduction of” Christinnity,
Nuver, for the sake of reputation Jor liberality,
will | submit that the one Suvtour of the world
shatll be put on @ par with these who from our very
‘nfuaney we have been taught toavoid as fulse deities
and fulse teachers.”  He emphasized the neces-
sity of dogmatic instruction, us that for which
Cliristianily came to the world and by which
she drew to herself those wearied with the un-
profituble discussions of paganism,

If from certain quarters there cume uncertain
sounds from time to time as to the nature and
neeessity of the Apostolic and Catholic ministry,
{~uch for instance as those lately put forth and
= generally eondemned by the Bishop of Wor-
vester in England), yet from others true and
certain testimony is given in regard to the same

matter. Amongst such we note some romarks
of the Right Rev. Dr. Neoloy, Bishop of Maine,
at the first annual dinner of the Massachusotts
Church-Union over which the new Bishop of
Massachusetts prosided (who is supposed to be,
perhaps, a little inclined to so called liberal
views in this matter.) Bishop Necley is re-
ported to have given an interesting summary of
the evidence that from the time of the Apostles
there had existed this ministry in its three Or-
ders. It was an Institution, he said, founded by
our Lord amonyg other reasons for the presor-
sation of the truth; and sad indeed was tho task
of those who, while remaining within this Apos-
tolie Minis ry derided in their public utterances
the truth, as this Church has received the same.”
Strong and perhaps neeessary words in a dioceso
wherein the late presiding Chief Pastor might
have been classed amongst those who, if' not
deriding. made little of the value and necessity
of Apostolic suceession,

AssuaiNa that there 13 nothing inconsistent
with the character of a true Christian in the
constant wse of tobuceo, and assuming that the
large majority of those who do daily expond
more or less—as a rule more—money in cigars,
cignrettes and tobaceo are Christian men, why
should not the clergy of the several parishes
throughout this great Dominion make un earn.
est appeal to such Christinn men to deny thom-
selves the luxury (for so, we assume, thoy are
regarded) of cigars, cigarettes and tobaceo in
whole or in part during this Lenten scason, and

to keep what they would so expend, to bo pre-
sented as an Baster offering to the Lord? We
believe that if & “Smoker's Sell-deniul Club”
could be formed in every congregation through-
out our Dominion for the six wecks of Lent
alone, and the money so suved were applied to
the purposes of the Church, it would go
fur to carry on for a year the Domestic Mission
work of the Church in Canada.  Who will bo
the first to sturt a ** Smoker’s Self-denal Club 2"

LENT.

At this Llessed season the Church bid us to
make use of the many means of grace so trecly
offered to us during these forty days, which
should be forty stepping slones to heaven, in
following the footstops of the Son of God, * who
loved us and gave Himself forus,” The Len-
ten Iast should be to us a season of self-denial
and spiritual discipline, and we should give
more time to prayer and meditation by watch
ing at the cross of Chbrist. At such  time let
us frequently muke u searching examination
into the whole course of our lives, and out of
the many sins we have committed in thought,
word and deed, let us also consider what special
sin is hindering our growth in grace ; then let
us, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, strive to
amend our lives, Insuch a contest we must
enter into & hand to hand struggle with Sutuq,
praying that grace may be sent down; and if
we do not suceeed at tirst, we ought not to be
discournged, Weo may fuil again and aguin,
but with patience we must start anew each
morning with new efforts, with the resolution
of conquering and to conquer.  With each suc-
cessive victory the temptation will not be us
strong, but lct us remember that nothing but
the grace of Christ will give us the victory,

Our blessed Lord teaches three acts of self-
denial in the Sermon on the Mount, and these
are Prayer, Almsgiving and Fasting, During
Lent we should spend more time in prayer, not
ouly in the services of the Church, but in our

own private devotions by thoughtful roading,
by meditation, and an honest seltoxumination,
The servicos of the Church will bo of very lLittlo
help 1o us unless our spiritual life corresponds
to the blessings wiich they convey,  Alms-
giving is another act of devotion, and let ux, in
our self-dentul, lay aside a certain sum each
weok, and give the whule amount of our suvings
as 4 thank-oftering on Easter day, Let um
bear in mind that tasting is a physical act, anl
ought to assist us along with all our spirituad
acts of devotion “ to crucity all the sintul lusts
of the flesh that we wili not follow nor be lwd
by them;” and romember, Christinn soul, that
Jesus calls you away from the world (o watch
with Ilim torty days in spiritial retirement,
that by learning of Him yon may with more
readiness tako up your cross aud follow Him,
Whatever you du, lot it be an honest contossion
in the sight of God, ro thut Kaster will bring (o
you much joy, whethor you keop it hers, on
oarth, or in Paradiso.— The Arrow, A7V,
TEMPTATION=TIE TEMPTER.

If we vealized the character and power of him
who tempted Jesus in the wildernoss, and who
tempts us, we should use every speciad mnenns,

and every specinl hoar, set apart {or penitenco
and discipline,
to the character of the Devil,

We have too vague notions as
We too often re.
gard him as a powor of evil, au essence, an in-
flueneo; instoad of revognizing him as o porson,
a being infinitely stronger, more ennning, more
swiltin movoement and oxeention than onrselves,
We fail to see thut
onergy are oceupied in planning ouy destruciion

Satan's whole time and

by means of countless wgrencies, wivise work is
to shut us out of that heaven whero they were

oneo admitted.  With such o by tor o toe
wo dure nol neglect any means of praes, any
spiritual training and medicioe of the soul, how-
ever bitter.  No new art or amusciient. is dis-
coverad, no change in our fortunes tuhes place,
but Satan tries to extraect from it somo new
potson, some fresh wemptation, The tempta-
tions of our Suviour were entirely from without,
rineo in him is no sin; our tempiations are hoth
from within and without.  They como trom the
prompiings of our nature, from  peendiaritios of
our temperiment, coustitution and haalth trom
the chariacter of aur work, or onr assocjutos,

There I8 no place nor time fres from the dan-
gers of temptation.  Jusus was templold when
engagred in prayer and fustizge ;s so in the houso
of God, at the very aliar itself] we may mest
the tempter.  No door locks oul our thoughts,
and no exile can eseape from bim-cll, Those
whose work is the hizhest and the nableat are
often the mo<t sorely tried | against such Satan
usos his keenest weapons, his most subitle tomp-
tutions.

Moreovor, he suits his attack to the person
and the opportunity.  ftowas when Jesus wus
faint with fasting, that Satan appealed to his
natnral apetite. v was when David had changed
the hardness of wirliure tor the laxury of
idle pulnce, thut the Devil showed Lim his neigh-
bor's wife, [t was when Ahab wandered diy-
coutented through his dominions, that Suatun
told him how convenient was the vineynrd of
the Jezreelite,  The Devil knows what we do
not know—ull our weak pointe. Think not that
he who spired not the Son of God - will wpare
you, But rathoruse the apportunities given to
you, and look into yonur hearts, consider your

vity, find out when wnd how you are most,
easily tempted; thon fly to Jesns who was
tempted ; fiy o prayer, to th armory ol God's
Word, to the bles=ed Sucrament of love, Aud
so shull we feeble folk be mors than conguerors,
through im who for our sukes was temptod,
and for our makes tricmphed over temptation,
—Church Reader for Lent.




