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MISSION FIELD.
Mr. Mackenzie, the chief coin

missioner of the central province
of India, in officiating recently at
the laying of the corner atone of t
Mission church at Jabbulpore, made
an address on the missionary enter
prise, from which the following if
taken :

" No man who studios India with
a seeing eye, can fail to perceive
that the indirect results of mission-
ary enterprise, if it suits yan so te
caui them, are, to say the least,
more pregnant with promise. The
Dagon heathenism ie being undor
mined on all sildes. To caraless
bystanders the image may doom as
yet intact in all its faull. I have
often given it as my opinion, that
ere many years are over, we shahl
have in India a great religions up.
beaval. The leaven of western
thought, and the leaven of Chris
tianity together are working on the
inert heap of dead and fetid super.
stitions, and by procossos which
cannot always ha closely traced,
are spreading a regenerating fer-
ment through the mass, which must
in time burst open the cerements
that now ensbroud the Indian
mind."

TEE BIBLE IN SOUTH INDIA.

By the Rev. G. U. Pope, D. D.,
teacher of Tamil and Tulugu in
the University of Oxford. and
Chaplain of Balliol College.

"And I saw another Angel fly.
ing in mid heaven, having an eter-
nal Gospel te proclaim auto them
that dwell on the earth, and unto
every nation, and tribe, and tongue,
and people."-Rev. xiv. 6.

It is a wonderful fact that 296
versions of the Holy Scriptures in.
to the various vernaculars of the
world exist and are in active cir-
culation ; and it seems quite evi.
dont that it is the steadfast dater-
mination of Christians to carry for.
ward this work till the Bible is put
into the banda of the men of overy
tribe in their own dialot.

And this pledges the Christian
Church to send forth her ministers
to explain and expound the text-
book thus prepared.

Of the versions of Holy Seripture,
the Tamil is unique in its history,
as it is marvellous in its excellence,

The firet attempt at translation
was by a Mr. Fonseca, in Jaffna, in
about A. D. 1650. He renderud the
Gospel of St. Matthew into Tamil
from the Portuguese. Subsequent.
ly the great Dutch Missionary.
Baldaeus, Dr. Kat, Dr. Ruel, and
others carried on and revised the
work. I think the entire Bible was
not then translated, but what was
donc was usefal at the time, and
bas helped subsequent translators.
It was remarkakle for tho beauty
of the type out for it. It may be
noted, by the way, that there was
much zoal of a certain kind among
the Dutch in Ceylon for the pro-
pagation of Christianity; though
this zeal was greatly under the in
fluonce of political considerations
and often not guided by any special
wisdom, or by much knowledge of
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oriental human nature. There is
something startling in theflivision,
seen in the history of all Datch ter-
rtory, at once into parishes, in
each of wbich a church was erected,
a Christian pastor appointed, and
schools opened. The principle acted
apon was, what is Dutch must be
Christian Hugo Grotins wrote bis
celebrated work De veritate to aid
missionaries.

On October 17, 1708, the renown.
cd Danish pioneer of mssions in
Tranquebar, began lis translation,
and in 1719 had advaticed as far as
the Book of Ruth. Portions were
published as completed, and one
edition of the New Testament was
printed at Halle. In 1725 Schultze,
a German, completed the transla-
tion, %cluding the Apocrypha.
These translations were made from
the originals, with diligent com-
parison of the chief versions-th
influence, as was natural, of La-
ther's grand German Bible being
very marked. This was Our first
ceomplete Tamil verêion: faithful,
strong, and coarso-as uncouth,
sonetimes, as the marvellous type
in which it was printed,

In 1754 we find Johan Philip
Fabricius, a man of learning, taste,
and of very considorable poetie
gnius, engaged in aun improved
version. The whole Tamil Bible
scems to have been se thoroughly
revised by him that it was ever
afterwards called Fabricius' Ver-
sion. This translation is in very
colloquial language, but in its sim-
plicity is often sublime. Tue
Psalms and Gospels are almost )0e -
fout. He was ut work ut IL in 1773.
The next band laid upon it was
tat cf the venerablo and learned
Rottler, a Dane, Missionary of tho
S.P.C.K. and S.P.G. from 1776
In 1819, Dr. Bottler was stili ut
work on it, assisted by a young
Prussian, O. T. E. Renius, after-
wards a celebrated Missionary in
Tinnevelly. By this time the sec.
ond version bad loest much of its
identity and character.

(To be continued.)
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