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"Ak and ye.shall reire ; that your joy may be full."
-Johp xvi, 24

Such aàe the directions of our blessed Lord con.
veyed to us in -the passage selected for the gospel.
of the dai. These directions are the key to the]
subject the Church proposes for our consideration.
This subject is the operation on the heart of the
Christian of the Holy Spirit, and the instrument of
the Spirit is prayer I's almost the sane words
she has ised in the preceding collect-as but an-
other. branch of the same subject-the Church
leads us to pray for God's inspiration to think
those things that are good, and for His merciful

-guiding to enable us to pèrform the saie. It is a
subjéet very natnragynd reasonably proposed to
usat-a season like the present, when, during.our
Lord's 'sojourn -on earth,.between his resurrection
and ascensions he was preparing'the ninds of his
disciples to receivo>.that heaverly guidàace"hé was
about to. vouchsafe thin.. We confess, as the very
groundwork of;our prayer to Gd, that il is He
from whom all good things come. -The mind must
first be firmly aid faitlifully Possessed with this
truth. Scripturé teachés 'thâtarnan can receive
nothing exceptit " be given him from' heaven ;"-
andagain, that i iscGod only who in :His Mercy
maketh us; to differ frbm others,. that is, that we
have no privilege, nothi* distinguishing us from
the rest of, 9ur race, hye ver'fallen they be in su-
peTthiio, in bigotry,.in error, or in idulatry, that
we have not ourselves received4from God. With-
out-Christ weéati dödho1thing, anîdhe who would
,b Gds inspiraîiièr think those thfings' that are
ng1hn,' iust súbiiit bis ] rekiàn: tathedirection of
the wisdom of Go.That reason was given him

by God, and -must bé used in -hisrdervice r not fol-
owingthe- Momentaty djtktes thdhv1lihh

perisheth, but of the p1rit, which líi foréÎif
e potion sejected for4heepistle from the writ-

ingsof,St. James cortinued:Las it is from, that-,of
last Sundayj shows ms what:!is the spirit of. those:
god thihgï_thatwe shal lhink if-Wire'gúded by
the Holy SŠirit of:God. We shzl be doers of the,
word (that ingrafted word mentioned in thueformer
epistle), ,and-mot hearersoonly, deceiving our!o*a-
selves. Remark this-expressionnot deceiving oth-

but deceiving 'our 'àwnselves. 'The Apoîtlé
contfasts d leaer andthe doei God's wl,
and compares them to one lookinginta a glass.,
When before it, he has exactly represented.to him
what manhnr of man he is. Theword of God-sets
the saine truth before us-we see what manne fô
me ,we are-7our smis, pur hypocrsies, are all
bronght home, to us; but if we see this ouly; with our
natural:eyes, although the fact may be at the time
undeniable-if it be not the Holy Spirit of God
working together with our spirit, which briigs it.
home ta us, we forget, as soon as our attention is
diverted from the subject, what manner of men we
were; weýbecome merely hearers, and ndtidoers of
the law. Who then is he, who, by holy inspira-
tion, thinki thàse things that be good? Why, he'
wiho, looking,, into, the perfect law of 1 erty, the
Gospel-that law which :ontrols men only for their
own eternal welfare, whose conmandmijents are niot
grievous, and Whose service is perfect freedoai,
who, loàking into this, followeth all its wise direc-,
tions, and imbibing its spirit, continueth therein-
such an one, being not a forgetful hearer-not one

ho' thinks his duty done as r a ChristiaU merely inx
hearinig the word of God, but as carrying it out in
ail the duties of life is a doer of the, word, "this
man shall be blessed in his deed." , The consista
ency of the whole life of the Christian is the -set
before us. It must not only be seen in aour actions
-it must bridle our tongues. It is in vain' we
seem ta be religious, In vain we trust to purity of
doctrine, or ta charity in our practice,-toany
standard however pure, to any practice however
honest, unless we have that pure and undefaled re-
ligion of the heart as it is open beforé God, which
evidences itself in faith working by love, and in
that purity and holiness of life which is the pecu-
liar characteristic of the sanctifying influences of
the Spirit.

The gospel selected from the sane passage of St.
John as the last, sels before us the sane truth,
that the whole business of religion is spiritual, the
work of the Spirit of God upon our hearts, mani-
festing itself in works of holiness, and piety, and
obédience. How-are ive ta attain this Spirit.? The
passage answers us, " Ask, and ye shall receive.
that your joy May be full." Prayer ,is the means
by which God's inspiration is ta be procured.
Prayer, under the immediate direction of the Holy
Ghost, is the link by which the sou] is brought,
through the fellowship of the loly Ghost, into con
munion with God. " I say unto you," saith our
Saviouri " that I will pray the Father for you, for
the Father himself loveth you.' The prayer di-
rected in His name to the throne of grace shall be
received: "for this is the confidence that -we have
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will He heareth us," and if we know that He hears
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have ite
petitions that weldesired of Him." The power of
prayer, whose efficacý is the spirit k breathes, who
can set limits ta ?-it has been beauifully said to

movertije hand that!movesitheviorldîýand.nxay be
codsidered tIe imstruntiithwbich te oly
GhostthComforter, olitf f dur cof t.
Like essedordin the gase . Christian
cai never be said toibe alone inrtheworld, so long
as he riay cominuiicate withthc Fàtheri by-praye.
The Spirit is ti s as God w al ith'Christ 2axnd
hps 0 _qnseeiÇfhat wheteyer two or thre of
His-disciples are gathered:together in -.HB name,
there will He be in the midst of then ? rfBy God's
nierciful guidingithen shalf webe eiabled-to per-
foa as well as think- those things "hat l-ê@gidd,
The Gospel has been given us, that, ih eer-
in.g and comforting truths itre .veals, we, bould
have peace :-peace ta the.sul . Whatever - may
be the trials and tribuilations that- await us in the
world, we may be able, by (dentifygourselve with
the pronuses of the Gospel, to withdraw ourselves.
from the world, and ta enjoy that peace .of soi
which passeth man's underitanding,ard -which the
world' cannot give. - It may give wealth; it may
give honours, pleasures or prorperiy ; but th.ere is
that which. it cannot giye, and.yhich is more difl-
cult- of attainnient in exact-proportion as.we possess
worldly advantages;"it cannot give that peace of the
soul which enables us t reuign ourselvës, with in-
difference to this world's tribulations into the hands
of God. This peace is more the- poor thanzthe
rich man's privilege, and-equalizes, Car -more than
the worldly-minded man will allow, the blessings
that are allotted us:* i qr -couis tiogh the
world. This peaèe isex'rssly the fruit of the
Spirit, and classed .with love, 'joy, long-sufferiug,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temper-
ance. It must be nurtured in faith, for this is the
victory that ovorcornëth the world-even our faith.
Who is lie that-overcomethi'te 'vorld bit he "'that
believeth that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." Be
then of good, cheer; Christ lias overcome the
world. Thus, then, do we see -it established in
these services, as it is taught in the lollect, first,
that all good things are from God; 2ndly,.that by
his Holy Spirit alone can we think things that are

good ; and 3rdly, by his guidance alone perform
the sane. Lessons of practical and spiritual obe-
dience are thus enforced, and he who reads then
ariglit will be thereby confident of this. very;thing,
-that God, who hath begun.a good work in us by
the operation of His Holy Spirit, will never fail ta
performu and ta complete it in us, until the day of
Jesus Christ.

The New Bishop.

r On Friday last, the Reverend Charles Hamilton
was solemnly set apart and consecrated ta thehigh
and holy office of a Bishop in the Church of Gon,
and thus another link was added to « the mystic
chainwhich unites the Church in Canada with the
Church of the Apostolie age, and another witness
bnurne to the- truth of the declaration in our
Praver-Book, " It is evident unto all diligent
reader< of the Scripture and ancient authors that
from the r beginning there have heen these thrpe
orders of ministers in Christ's Church-BrsHops.
Priesw' and Deacons." The Episcopate is, in the
judgmcnt of the Church, not merely a superior
qfii, but a distinct ordr, with gifts; powers and
prerogatives restricted ta itself, suchas confirming
the faithful, admitning to the lower orders of
ministry. and last, but not least, the power of ad-
mitting others to a share of its own responsibilities
and privileges.


