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¢ Ak llld ye.! sball zeceive ; i that your joy may be full”
‘.. ~—dokn xvr, 14, ;

Such ame the' dxrecuons ot‘ our blessed Lor.d con-
veyed to us in the passage’ selected for the gospel
of the diy. These directions are the key to the
subject the Church proposes for, our consideration.
This subject is the operation- on the heart of the
Christian of the Holy Spirit, and the instrument of
the Spirit is prayer Im almost the same words
she has used in the 'preceding collect—as but an-
other. braueh of the same: sub]ect--the Church
leads us to pray for God's inspiration to think
those things that are gdod, and for His merciful
- guiding to enable us to pérform the same, Itisa
subject very' natnra.ly ‘and reasonably proposed to
us-at.a season like the present, uhen, during. our
Lord's so;oum ‘on: earth, between his resurrection
and’ ascension, he was preparing'the n.inds of his
disciples to teceive.that heaverly- nurd.thce he was
about to.vouchsefe, them We confess, as the very
groundwork of ; our.-prayer to. Gud, that i itis He
from whom all good things come. “The mind must
first be firmly atid l'auhfully poswssed with this
truth, Scrrpture teaches that a Man can receive
nothing except it “ be grven him from' heaven ;"—
and again, that ¥ is:God only who-in His mercy
maketh us'to differ from. others, “that is, that we
have no pnnlege, nothinl dtstmgurshmg us from
the rest of our race, however hlleu they be. in su-
perstmog, in bxgotry, in error, or in idulatry, that
we have not-ourselves received: from God.  With-
~out Christ we' can do notlnug, an'd' he who'would |
By God’s msprmtrén thmk those thmgs that are
nght, must subieit his * resson- to the drrectton of
. the wisdom of God. .That reason was given him.

[
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o | €15, but decetvmg ‘our ownselves
" contrasts the- tiearer and the doer of God's will,

~| what' manner of man he is.

by God ‘and must bé used ’in hrs eemce ..ot fol-
lowing the: inomentaty d;ctates of: the e Which
pensheth but “of the sg‘xrtt which hves“ forever
Tlre portion, selected l‘or ithe. eplstle from the’ wnt-
;i|\ings of,St. James; cortinued ;as it is from, that-of
Idst'Sunday, shows us what ‘is the- spmt of. those:
good thmgs that'we ‘shall ihink; 1f'we are guzded by
the Holy Spirit ot‘ God. "We shz.ll be doers of the
word (that mgra{ted word menttoned in the former
eprstle). and-not hearers.- only, decervmg QUF:QWR~
'selves ‘Remark thls expressron, ‘not deceiving oth-
“The Apostle

and compares them to one- 1ookmg into a glass.,
When before it, he has exactly represented to him
The word of God- sets
the samc truth before us-—we see ‘what manner "of

| meg, we, are-—our sins, our hypocnsres, are all

broaght home to us ; but if we see this only with our
natiral-eyes, although the fact may be at the time
undeniable—if it be not the Holy Spmt of God
working together with our spmt whlch bnngs it

. home to us, we forget, as soon as our attennon is
: dwerted from the subject, what manner of men we
- were ; werbecome merely hearers, and ‘not-doers of
; the law Who then is he, who, by holy inspira-

‘tion, thmks those things that bé good? Why, he

;| who, lookmg mto the perfect law of lrberty, the
| Gospel—that law which controls men only for-their

" own eternal welfare, whose commandments are not
.._{ gnevous, ‘and whose service is petfect freedotn,
| who, looking into this, followeth all its wise direc;

tions, and .imbibing its spmt, continueth. therem—

N such an one, being not a forgetful hearer—not one
!l who thmks his duty dorie as'a Christian merely n

heanng the word of God, but as carrying it out in

1all ,the daties of life is a doer of the word, “this
{man shall be blessed in his deed.”

.‘The consist-
ency of the whole life of the Christian: is then' set
before us. It must not only be seen in 'our actions
—it must bridle our tongues It is in vaii'we
seem to be religious, in vain we trust to purity of
doctrine, or to charity in our practice,—to;any
standard however pure, to any practice however
honest, unless we have that pure and undefiled re-
ligion of the heart as it is open before God, which
evidences. itself in faith working by love, and in
that purity and holiness of life which is the pecu.
liar characteristic of the sanctifying mﬂuences of
the Spirit.

The gospel selected from the same: passage of St.
Jobn as the last, sets before us the same truth,
that the whole business of religion is spiritual, the
work of the Spmt of God upon our hearts, mani-
fesung itself in works of holiness, and piety, and |,
obedrence How-are we to attain this Spirit-? The
passage answers us, “Ask, and’ ye shall receive.
that your joy may be full.” Prayer is the means
by whrch God's inspiration s to be procured.
Prayer, under the immediate direction of the Holy
Ghost, is the Iink by which the soul ‘is brought;
through the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, into com-
munion with God.  “I say unto you,” saith our
Saviour; *that I will pray.the Father for you, for
the Father himself loveth you.” The prayer di-
rected in His name to the throne of grace shall be
received: “for this is the confidence that ‘we have
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will He beareth us,” and if we know that He hears
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we. have the
petitions t that we desired of Him.” The power of
Pprayer, whose eﬂ‘tcacy is the spirit it breathes, who
can set limits to P—it hss been beauufully said to

‘move:the hand that- movesithie: world, lamd ‘may: be
;constdered the mstrument' th‘wlnch ‘the’ Holy
:Ghost, the Comforter, works mth‘tfs for otir comfgrt,
Like our, blessed Lord.in the gospel, the Chnstmn
cai never be:said torbe alone. inythe-world, s0 long
as he tay ¢ communicate with' the Father by prayer1
The- Spmnt is mth‘us, 2s'God s was wrth’Chnst“and
hzs ﬂc not prqmlsed that wherever two or three of
His. dtsctples are gathered fogether in. H,ts name,
there will He be in the midstof'them ? . .By God's

nderciful guxdmg-then shall we-be enabled “to’ pet-
form 'as ‘well as think' those things’ “tHat be gdod

‘The Gospel has been given us, that, in Ahe cheer-
‘ing and comfomng truths it r:eveals,‘ we,-should

‘havé peace :—peace to the: goul. ‘Whatéver 'may

be the tnals and" tnb.ﬂatrons that' awalt us m the

'world We may | be able, by. xdentrfymg ourselves mth

the promises of the Gospel, to wrthdraw ourselves
from. the world; and  to enjoy.that peace- of. sou}

‘which passeth man’ s'unders'tsndiitg, and ‘which the

world" cannot give.” It"may give ‘wealth, it may
give honours, pleasures or prozperity ;. but there is
that which. it cannot give, and; whrch is more diffi-
cult of attainment in exact: propomon as.we possess
worldly advantages ; it cannot give that peace of the
sotil which enables us to’ resrgn ‘ourselvés, with in-
difference to this world’s tribulations into the hands
of God. This ‘peace is more the- poor’ ‘than. the
rich man’s privilege, and. equalizes, far-more than
the worldly-minded man will allow, the blessmgs
that are allotted s m our” course through ‘the
world. " This peace is expressly ‘the fruit of the
Spirit, and classed with love, joy, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temper-
ance. Tt must be nurtured in faith, for this is the
vrctory that ovorcométh the world—even our faith.
Who is he that-overcometh the ' w orld brit he “that
believeth that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Be
then of -good: cheer; Christ has. overcome the
world. Thus, then, do we see-it established in
these services, as it is taught in the collect, first,
that all good things are from God ; zndly, that by
his Holy Spirit alone can we thmk things that are
good ; and 3rdly, by his guidance alone perform
the same. Lessons of practical and spiritual obe-
dience are thus enforced, and he who reads them .
aright will be thereby confident of this. very: thmg,
~that God, who hath begun a good work in us by
the operation of His Holy Spmt will never fail to
perform and to complete 1t in'us, untrl the day of
Jesus Christ.

The New Bishop.

, On Friday last, the Reverend Charles Hamilton
was solemnly set apart and consecrated to the high
and holy office of 2 Bishop in the Church of Gon,
and thus another link. was added to the mystic
chain‘which unites the Church in Canada with the
Church of .the Apostolic age, and another witness
bourne to the truth of the declaration in our
Praver-Book, “ It is evident unto all diligent
readers of the Scripture and ancient authors that
(ram the. beginning' there have been ‘these three
orders of ministers in Christ's Church—BrsHops,
Priests and Deacons.” The Episcopate is, in the
judgment of the Church, not merely a superior .
office, but a distinct order, with gtfts powers and
prerogatives restricted to itself, such.as confirming -
the faithful, admiuing to the lower orders of
ministry. and last, but not least, the power of ad-
mitting others toa sh:.re of its own responsrbrhues
‘and pnvtleges



