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*which oâ a fine summer's day enlivens th e reapeis, wlthe ar gafh r
ing in their rich harvest. That of the Canadians was cônfined toa small
quantityýof cdrn of eaüh kind, a little hay and tobacco, a few cide-ap
ples, cabbage and: onions. This:amaiiiàg hegligence night be owing te
sëveral causes. The excessive cold in winter, .which froze up:the .rivcrs,
totally preveted them f-om- exerting their abilitiés. A passion forvar4
wvlic-hadbeen purposely encouiaged-amoig these bold and doïrageou
neà made ý them averse to, the: labours, of husbandry.. Their mimuls

were so entirely captivated with militiry glo, that they thought only of
war,« thoùgh they engaged iri itwithout:pay.. The -inhabitants of the
CrrIEs Of Qtiebec and Montreal. spent the winter as ivell dÏ the'summer,
ina constant'sene'of pleasùre. They were alike insensible to the beau-
ties of rature, and to thé pléasures éf imagination. Their only passion
was amusement, and persons of all ages wer'e fond of dancing at assem:-
blies: This nanner of life considerabgiyincreased tlhe influence of thé
wvomen who were: possessed of every 'attractii. Idleness and levity
Ivôuld never.have gained-such 'ân ascendant in Canada, had the govern-
meut heen careful to turntiheattention of the yeople to lasting. and use.
fuil objects. But all the«colonists weie required te pay an inplicit obe-
dience to a mere militarj authority. This dangeroùs authority subsisted
till 1663, at which period a tribunal vas erected in the; capital',for the
deflinitive trial of all causes depending thràughout thc colony. Th'e cis-
tom ýof :Paris, modified in conformity to loéal eircum'stances, formed the
code of thiir laws. The administration of the finances in Canada, ónlr
required a few fines of alienation; a trifling coitributi6n from the inha-
bitants of Quebec and Montreàl towairds naintaining the fortificatidn;'
andesome duties upon all godsimpofted and exportcdý vhich;indeéd,
were too high.'

Such was .the condition, not'only of'Montreal, but 'of.he Frenclie se-
tiements in Canada, in general,3vhen a new era was aboutto biist upon
the whole continènt of North America; no less important in the conse-
quences which ultimately sprung from it,, than extraordihary for the.màny
singular-events by which it was characthzed during its piogress. But
this, in so far as it is connected with the•sùbject of our present enquiries

.we are under the necessity of reserving for our next numbei.


