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- which o a fine summer’s day enlivens.the reapéts, whilé-they arc:gathers
“ing:in their richharvest.. That of the Canadians was confined to’a small
. quantitytof corn:ofeach:kind, ‘a little: hay: and ‘tobacco,® a‘few cider-ap=
" ples;'cabbage: and onions.: This ‘amazing negligence might be owing to
séveral causes. ‘The excessive cold in winter, which froze: up’the rivers,
“totally prevented.them from’ exerting their abilitiés, | A passion’ for war
‘which-had:been purposely encoiraged-among these bold and cotirageous

magy' made *them “averse : to ‘the :labours. of hnysbandry... i Their : minds .

-were so' entirely:captivated with military gloty, that they thought only’of

-, war,: thoigh they engaged in it without pay. - The inhabitants of:the
Crries of Quebec and Montreal, spent the winter as well 4s the'summer,
in-a constant scene’ of pleastive.~ They were alike insensible to the beau-

- ties' of nature;: and to thé pléasures of imagination. . Their” only passion .

- was amusement, and persons of ‘all ages were' fond of dancing:at assem*
-blies:” This manner:of -life’ considerably increased . the :influence’ of .the

" Avomen,’ who' were: possessed .of every ‘attraction; - Idléness and:levity

- would never:have gained:such n'aséendaht in' Canada, had’ the: govern~
merit heen careful to:turn’the-attention of the people to lasting. and use~

.ful ‘objects. - But:all-the colonists were required to pay an-implicit obe-

‘dience'to a mere military-authority. . This ‘dangerous authority subsisted .
till 1663, at which period a tribunal was erected in: the, capital’ for’ the
definitive trial.of all causes depending throughout the colony. * * The. cus~

‘torn -of - Pavis, modified in: conformity to local circumstances; formed: the

" code of theirlaws, ' The administration ‘of. the finances in Cahada, only’

required-a few fines of ‘alienation ;" a trifling contribution” from the -inhas”

-bitants of- Quebec and Montreal ‘towards waintaining ‘the fortifications’; .-
~and’some duties upon all: goods'imported and - exported; which;: indeéd, -

-were too high.® . it el R
-+ Such’ was:the condition, not only of :‘Montreal, but of ihe French: set-
tlements in Canada; “in general,wheén a new era was about.to burst upon
-the whole continént of : Novth America;. no less important in ‘the conse-
quences which- ultimately sprang from it, than extraordinary for tlie many
-singular-events. by which it was charactenzed during its progress.' But

- «this, in'so far as it is connected with the'subject of our present enqiries, -

+ve are under the necessity of reserving for.our next numbers (R




