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RAILWATFS AND TELEGRAPHS IN
CHINA.

We find from the remarks of an intelligent
correspondent of the Times, residing at Shgm-
ghai, that during the past twelve months China
has had a rude waking up. Hurried inte s
position of unmesning defiance by the Chau.
vinism of hot-headed patriots, her statesmen, or
those of them at the head of the provincial exe-
cutive, were compelled, to justify brave wonds,
to put the ammy en a war footing and the
country in s state of defence. At every step
their efforts were paralyzed by the want of
those ordinary means of communication, the
railway and the telegraph. To the advantages
of these they had for years been keenly alive:
but in deference to the old ladies of the Palace
and their sdvisers, the dolts of the Academy,
they had trisd to do without them. The ocvas.
ional reformer and the enterprising forsigner
alike lest heart when they were told, even by
officials of inteiligence, that there was no hurry,
and that men are just as happy travelling three
miles an hour in s sedan chair as they are
hurrviog along fifty miles an hour in a train. So
long as China drifted in the time-honoured
grooves, adberence to the traditions of the past
produced no extraondinary inconvenivnee. The
wantof rosds and the difficulty and tardiness of
inland communication were not felt in a country
whose people knew nothing better, whese rulers
preferred the ills they knew to those which the
inventions of harbarian ingenuity might entail,
apd whose philosephers regarded the decay of
public works snd the silting up of rivers as the
natural evolution of things, which, being sent
by Leaven, sught not to be interfered with. But
last summer there came a time when there was
hurry, and whea men in sedan chairs were no
longer happy. An army of defence had to be
collected on short notice to repel an enemy who
was at thegates of China. The otficials charged
with the task strained every nerve to get trooys
together, but they had the mortification of find-
ing cut that by their own folly in wilfully shut-
ting their eyes to improvements in other coun-
tries, or in refusing to give practical eifect to the
kpowledge thex possessed, they had shut the
door to their own efforts and energies, and were
imjotent to utilize the force of men which the
rulers of China might have had at their com-
mand. The one foreign novelty which they had
allowed the intreduction of—Chinese steamers
of foreign tvpe—was all they had to depend on,
while their own antique methods were hoplessiy
inedfeient. It wasa bitter lesson.

Although the necessity for these preparations
has passed away, there are signs on every hand
that the experience gained will hear immediate
fruit. I can write, ] am happy to say, in a
more hopeful strain than at any time during the
past ten years, of the probability of a speedy in-
troduction on an extensive scale of both tele-
araphs and rallways. Regarding the former, |
wrote fast September, that the asdvisers of the
Emperor, giving way to the pressing entreaties
of the hea.i; of the provincizj Governments in-
trusted with the national defence, bad sanction.
ed the creation of telegraph lines at once between
the capital, Tienatin, and Shanghai, and that
his Excellency Li Hung-chang had in conse.
qs#nce set atout their construction, and had ar-
ranged with the Great Northern Telegraph Com-
pany for their working in the first instance.
Material is now being imported and pules col-
lected, and there is littls doubt before the end
of the year these lines will all be in working
order. The utility of these for the purposs
st Governient alone, will be so marked that it
sdoes not require any gift of prophecy to foretell
that in a very short time the system will be ex-
tended to all the great cities of the Empire. To
railways, ton, the attention of the Government is
being eatnestly directed by military officers,
whao bave lately learnt that for purposes of de-
fence they are even more useful than torpadoss
and big guna. A proposal to connect the capital
with Tientsin anf}'the Yangtsze by rail has been
laid befi-re the Throne by a mest trusted general,
and having been referred o the Governors-
'Cencral of Chihli and at Nankin, it has been
indorsed by their warm approval. But [ hardly
think the finances of China will permit her to
emnbark on a scheme ~o extensive as this. Allthe
the money that she can serape together from her
unpoverished exechequers or borrow from local
nanks will he required for the payment of the
Russian indemnity.  Although the highest
figure at which rumour puts this is only 4,000,
000 taela, even the raising of this small snm will
tax the energiesand the borrowing powers of the
country. Were Chiua to consent to give the re-
quisite guarantes to Englishmen regarding con-
straction and managerent, capital in plenty
vould be forthcoming for railways here, Bat
these guarantees, with the newfangled ideas of
sovereignity which diplomatists have furnished
China with, and which in their Chinese dress
are perilously like the arrogance of superiority,
she 18 certain to refuse, and, without them, the
purses of Lombard strect will not be opened.

lowever, a railway from Pekin to Tientsin would
not be »o very costly, snd it is now quite pro-
bable that the Chinese will be allowed by their
paternal Government to set abont making it at
once.

As far ax the central Governmentis concerned,
it should not be forgotten that ths influential
faction are acting in these matters on motives
which har their origin in the fear of an invasion,
and it is possible that as the fear ix now dis.
wlled, motives and actions may alike disappenr,

'hat js certain is that the events of the past
few months, sffording as they have done a clear

demonstration of the powerlessness of the country
to avail itself of its resources for detence on any
emergency, have brought mandarinato see that
there are some things in earth not dreamt c.\f'm
their philosaphy. The pride of the whole ofticial
body bas heen deeply wounded, and wounded
pride, a strong and abiding incentive, is driving
Chinese officials who have been for jears the
most inveterate opponents of railways in this
country, not ouly te unite with merchants in an
outspoken desire for the improvement of inland
communication by their general introduction,
but to presssuch a reform as immediate on the
rulers of the day. Their proposals, if not ls-
tened 1o, wiil become demands ; the Govern-
ment must inevitably yield ; and China will at
po distant date, if not immediately, take a new
departure.

ECHOES FROM PARIS.

Trs Duc d’Aumale has sold his mansion, 129
Faubourg Saint-Honoré, for 2,050,000fr. cash
down.

Ax exhibltion of original designs for Punchk
by Du Maurier, Keene and otheis, is now open
at the galleries of L'Art in Faris.  The humor
and {un of the British comic journal seem to be
fully appreciated by the French, though mast
Englishmen are unahle to appreciate the leas.re-
fined wit of the French Charivari.

Ax ocho iu Paris from the Vienna wedding
festivities relates that at the grand gala dinner
the Prince of Wales kept up a lively conversa.
tion with Princess (Cleruentine, the voupgest
daughter of the King of the Helgians, jestingly
remarking after a while 1 ““ ine of these days,
Clementine, we shall all come together again to
celebrate your wedding.”” The voung Princess
bloshed and turned shashed to her father. The
Prince followed her eve and said, apologetically:
‘| beg vour parden, Leopold | who knowa hut
she may vet be my danghter-in-law " To which
the King uodded smilingly.

HEeRE is a toilet seen in the trovssesuof Mlle,
Henriette de Nerona, who is to marry the
Vieomte "’ Humisres : a cashmere dreas, chersur.
de-ig.reine collar, with a satin front covered
with ecru embroidery. A peasant’s ficku of the
same kind of satin trimmed with embroidery
Jdone hy the hand and passed under the bhelt,
This fichu ean be changed at will, and replaced
bF nthers suitable to the weather. Another
costume in bee-colonred matin—brown and gold
—a coat in mordare velvet cloth with the 1ails
turned back like the uniform of the Voltigeum
of the Republic, and trimmed with sords with
steel ends. This is to be worn on cosl mom-
ings.

Tur Hotel de Ville is gradually emergiog
fromn its outer bandages, 8o to speak, of scaffold-
ing and plaster, and though its advance towards
compietion ia not quite a0 rapid as might be
desired, vet at present the genersl aspect which
the new edifice will bear may be discerned. The
monumental staircasss are laid out, the iron
framework is put up, the roofs are already on,
and an army of three hundred scalptors are at
work on the multitudinous ornaments and carv.
ings of the fagade. The new Hotel de Ville
buildings will have a quadrangular form, with &
pavilion at each one of the fonr corners; twa
other pavilions on the facade, which will then
be separated iuto three even parta ; two other
pavilions facing towards the Place Lolan, being
eight pavilions in all. ©On the fagade of the
Avenue Victoria will be a large sntrance hall,
similar to that on the side of the Cascrne Lobau.
In the centre wiil be twe courtyards to the
right and left, 2nd between thess two courtyards,
on the first storey, a large covered hail, which
will 80 to speak, be framed in by four staircusea
leading up to it. The Salle des Fétea, where
will be revived those Hotel de Ville balla which
in the former building were a0 brilliant, will be
situated on the side of the Place l.obau. The
Prefect of Paris will inhabit that part of the
building which ** xives " on the quay, while the
privcipal wing of the fagade will he asaigned to
the aae of the Municipai Coancil.

MISCELLANY.

CoNstLATE DECLINED, —No, we are not a
candidate for the Coonsulate at the Bifandoy-
landloosha Ghalba, We were, we admit that.
But, learning that the last Consul was served
up on toast at a State dinner, while the one be.
fore him was served raw at an informal lunch,
we have withdrawn our acceptance of the ap-
pointment, in order tu relicve President Gar.
field from complicating appointments, and leave
the field clear to an Ohio man, - San Franciscs
Newg Letter.

Ix Californiu they are serking to limit im-
prisonment for life to the expectation of lile of
the calprit, as determined by the tables of mor-
talitp in use by life insurance companies, By
this mode, is « eriminal sentenced to imprison.

; ment for life should live up to the period of ex-
" pectation, he would Le liberated. This would
mitigate the life sentence in many rases, and
give the unfortunates a chance. It is a novel
?'x;[)lication of the doctrine of the expectation of
ife,

Waex ,Queen Victoria entertained the late
Cuar, shortly after the warriage of his daughter

ta the Duke of Fdinburgh,
value of §10,000,000 was use Here's where
kings and czars have the bulge on editors. 1f
we were to dine with the Queen we don't suppose
she would place any more than $2,500,000 worth
of gold plate on the table. But when it comes
to free passes for a circus the editor is ahead.—
Sarn Francisco News Letter.

ﬁold plate to the

Tue University of Pavia, justly proud of a
tradition to the effect that Christopher Colum-
bus studied the art of navigation within its walls,
is abont to erect a monument in its library to
the memory of the great seaman.  This monu-
ment is to have the shape of 4 pyramid ; a small
;ar containing some of his ashes will be placed
jnside, and the mauseleum will bear the follow.
jng Latin inscription @

* Relliquias lue Christophori admirare Columbi
Ignotum mundum cu reperisse datum.””

Ix the Braye Chapel at St. George's Chapel,
where the memorial to the Iate Prince Imperial
has just been erected,two figures of angels, sculp-
tured in white marble, have been placed in the
niches on each side of the central window of the
south wall. The statuettes are about three feet
high, and face the recumbent figure of Prince
Napoleon, which lies beneath upou the sarce-
phagus in the centre of the little chapel. The
figure on the right clasps a wreath of immortelles
on its breast, while that en the left holds a skull
in its hands. Both statvettes are finely sculp-
tared and greatly improve the appearance of the
Braye Chapel,

Me. Oseaxyax tells the foilowing story of a
Turkish physician :

Called into a case of Typhus, the doctor ex-
amined the patient, an upholsteter, prescribed
and departed. DPassing the house the pext day,
he ingqoired of a servant st the door if his waster
wers Emd, To his astonishment he learned that
he was much better. Indoors he went to learn
from the convalescent that being very thirsty,
he drank a pailful of pickled cabbage juice.

Soon afterward s dealer in embroidered hanid-
kerchiefs, seized with the same malady, sent for
the physician, who forthwith ordered him w
take s pailful of pickled cabbage juice. The man
died next day, and the dacter wrote in hisx me-
morandum boek the following :

“ Although in cases of typhus,pickled cablage
juice is sn efficient remedy, it 15 not to be nsed
uniess the patient ix by profession an up-
holstersr.™

THEY do order those things hetter, or at least
diiferently, in China than here, as witness the

following extract from the Pekin ffazftr of
March 1iith:  “ The Governor-General of

Szechuen solicits the bestowal of a mark of
Imperial approbation apon a young lady, I8
years of age, who starved herself to death upon
the burial of her tetrothed. The deceased lied
when she was only fourteen years of age, andit
was only on the earneat exhortation of her
{\arenm that she did not then destroy herself.
n deference to their prayers she desisted, but
from that time forward she fasted continually,
and apent her time in religious sxercises. When
the remains of her betrothed were about to be
removed to their native place, she refused to
take any sustensnce and died.  Honours are
also aolicited for the other females who have
displayed their flial piety by self-mutilation.

Dusas pore as a financler: Oue fine morning
a shoemaker calls upon him to dun him fora
30i-frane bill.

““1 haven't anv moeney to-dav,” says the
author.

‘“ Nomoney " echoes the shostuaker.  * That
is all very well for ¥ou to way, but here [ am
losing my time running after you. You don't
think of that.”

“1de,” replies Dumas, “‘and as I don't wish
0 put you o any further loas on my account,
here are 10 francs to pay for your time."

The fierce creditor retires; returns two davs
later . receives 10 franca for his troable and loxs
of time . returns the thindl morsing afterwards
and gets 15 (it being a rainy dayy, and w on.

By punctuality and strict attention to husi-
ness, the tradesman had received 3680 franes from
the author ot Monte Cristo within the next three
monthy, and Dumas’ boot-bill remained unymid,

A ¢oon story was told epropar of a noble lord
who was recently returning from the races. In
the adjoining rompartment were eight bonk-
makers wha, cleaned out by successive failures,
were travelling without tickets, hoping by a
turn of good luck to eacape payment. At last
one of them during a stoppage hit upon a bril.
liant idea. Paulling his cap down over his eves
and buttoning his coat he went to the carriage
of the noble lord and his friends, and, amsuming
an officizl air, vollected all their tickets. These
he distributed among his own friends, and on
tha train reaching London the noble lord had a
narrow eacape of secing himself and his frienda
taken into custody for attempting to defraud the
railway company, for despite their assurances
the officiala declined to believe that anyone had
been audacious enough to collect these passen-
gers' tickets. 'The thing was too absurd. [t
was only hy paying their fare a second time that
the noble lurd anil his friends escaped from the
«lutches of the railway servants.

WhiTes o Paris correspondent : Whather you
dive at the Barritre d’'Fufers, or at the Bati-
‘gnolles, at the Place du Tréne, or the Trocadsro,
you are pretty sure, towards nine o'clock iun the
‘morning, to bearoused by the long.drawn-out
“Ma bott’ d'asperg’st Ma bott' dasperq’s )
‘which some stout-lunged woman is bawling un.

dgr your window. One morning, Berton
director of the Aeademy of Mausic in 1768 Wi
startled at hearing the traditional « a7, lm‘:
d'asperg’s” sung out. not in the ordinary re, by,
several notes higher. He mn to the “‘in:low
looked out, and saw and heard a tall, well-bujly,
inteiligent-looking country fellow shouting the
familiar street-cry.  He called him. g yqy
know, my boy, that you have a remarkably
powerful voice T Are younevertired i # Ty
ejacalated the vendor of asparagus. ‘¢ Wy
now ! Why, it’s to unbend a bit that 1 sing ou
»0 lqu." ““Do you wish to be rngagid at
the Opera?” ‘| have no objections " *To
morrow you shall have masters.” The humble
street crier became the famcus Etienne Laines,
who charmed the ladies of 1770 a5 much as .\';1:
lier does thre ladies of to-day, '

v the

Tur English House of Commons, it i« wal]
known, has an elaborate ritual of tha Lt ;
the other evening the Premier ignered it apg
camne signally to grief.  The Chairmian of 1 ory.
mittee was proceeding in the usual course, at
end of a discussion on the Land Bill, 14 put
the question,” and order the House to he -:1-‘-:\:";
for adivision, when the Premier mmqw:»div
rose in his Hlm and sttenpted to sddress th,
House. All Mr. Gladstone wanted to <av way
to propound a point of order. But the inter.
position of the Prime Minister at this tunsna)
period was grested witn shouts from the
tion, and rounter-cries of support fram the
Ministerial benches, 1t was not only tha Mr
Gladstone was addressing the Committes .‘.{:»}
its Chairmen had already put the question, b
he was guilty of the still more dreadfy]
Parlismentary  offence of speaking st yuch
a juncture without his hat an. Whay 4 4.
vision has once been authoritatively ardered
the theory isthat tho House is nnlonger :iifi.’)’('
and therefore it behnoves honcurable wembers
to make any remarks that they wish to gve gy,
terance to without rising in their placescr gaing
through the polite cercmonial of uneovrrine
their heads. Mr. Gladstone’s hag, E:uu-'wr:
was not to be found, and consequently il
Premier was some minutes hefore he ;
spond to the wishes of the [ouse : when
nise 10 speak, he was temporarily arrave
head-gear appertaining to Sir Farrer Hero
Her Majesty’s Solicitor-General, and, thie bemg
too small for the massive brain of the Promier,
the incident naturally created merriment in the
House, in which Mr. Gladstone himself fooned.
The event will probably not hecome histarial,
like the great hat sceme in the German arin.
ment some eighteen years back, when the Preg.
dent, Herr von Bochum. Dolfe, threatens: the
disonderly Von Roon that he would @ hove hiy
hat brought " to which the Minister af War
replied defiantly, I have nothing in the woetld
Lo xay against your hat being hrought ™ hut g
shows the ionate respect still exieting i
House of Commeons for these titne-honouri cus
toms which have gathersi ound s mos
dinary procesdings,
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HUMOROUS,

Wy are sailors like pugilista Vo Becvaae ohey
Ar® at home o5 the apar. ’
A MANUPACTORING wire.-worker, in an adver.

tisemant. Invitas the public 10 coma and eas h's o
wire-fance

THE inhabitants of the Cannibal Islands hars
dittorverad trichinm in an American misgionasy The
Is & sad binw &t oae of the couniry @ teating mapurie

Caxpinto-Ha ipoetical: " Why hoaalbl ]
taar to aip the sweets of each red Jin 7' Sha ipeasroa’s
" No asceasity for aiarm at alit [ nes s tegesbie
colonr which {a uot polsonnus. - Punck,

Tinth'e

Coxgroar -Monsicar @ ' Do Imake the lana
in my own hoase, or 40 ] nat? Answer me !’ Matame
' Pomaltly ; but nathiog ahall hionder ma from presastng
ameniments. ™

A FIENM at Cawnpore has eontracted to sapply
baats for the wrmy. Lz us bope that iz the maling of
them the fArm wili anasidar the soldisr’s puire rawan .-
Fun.

Sves A Proup Momext, Teol-lrend fae
ther: ' Obo-nr] wish tn registar the hirth of a dasgh
ter.”" Ragiatrar . ** No, oo you must g0 back, my oy,
andd 1oi] yaur father 1o come himealf "= Funny Frils

Fwrp «* Huw—what do yuu do with veur-
aelf tnonight, dmar boy ¥ Algy —~ Nothing, asd- havw
~—pwecions little of that. Fact s, thess lghs faye
gt late s awfolly early 1™

It was an Oxford student who, on bewg
asked 7 Who was Fean ?’ replied : 7 Eean was aman
who wrote fahine, and snohi his copyright for a m=es of
potash

The WALKER HOUSE, Toronto.

This popular new hotel is providad with o

wiodern improvements ; has 125 bedroows, oome
modions parlours, public and privare dinind:
tooms, sample roouis, and passenger elevator.
The dining-rooms will comfortahly seat 29
guests, aud the bill of fare is acknowledged 1o
be unexcelled, being furnished with all the deli-
cacies of the seanon. o
The location is convenient to the principal
railway stations, ateambost wharves, leading
wholeaale houses and Parlinment Buildings.
This hotel commands a fine view of Toronto Bay
and Lake Ontario, rendering it a pleasant resort
for tourists and travellom at all seasony. )
Terms for board $2.00 per day  Special
arrangemonts made with families aud parties
remaining one week or more.

AGUr and all malgrial and biliary complaints
are most promptly ocured by the great hlm'}
cleaning, liver regnlating tonie, Burdock Bleo
Bittern, 1t ncta on the bowels, fliver, kidnevs
and blood. Trial bottles 10 centa.




