
4rl H .E C H R I ST I A N. Septenber, 1885.

P UBLISIED MONTHLY,
By Marnes & Co., under the auspices of the Home Missio

Board of the Disciples of Christ of the Maritime
Provinces.

TERMS: - 50 Cents Per Anium in Advanc
Ail questions and coniunissicntions, business or othe

wise, inter.ded for publication, to be addre.'ed:
" THE CH1R13'iLIVN,'

P. o. Box 10,
ST. Joui,. N. B.

E D I' TO RI
DONAL) CRAWFORD, -- s- NEu G sAGow, P. E. 1

CO-EIJITOR :
T. Il. CAPI, - - - - - - -. .Sr. Joux, N. 1

SAINT JOHN, N. B., SEPTEMBER, 188.

EDITOllá L.

CIJJRSI"S CON VERSIA TION 11IT7II NICO
DEM US.

Wien Nicodeius caime to Jesus by might i
secins lie imgingmed Innself as if well skilled os

carthily things" or God's governmnent on earth
Ilaving heard of Jesuîs' teaching and muiracks, hl
acknowledged in to be a teacher coue froi God
and likely thought if he could but obtain lesson
froin Ilimu that lie would be able to tell men iow
God ruled augels inI heaven as well as how lie gov
erned men on earth. Jesuq said snothing of the
ruler's flattering compliment but proceeded at
once to show hmi bis entire ignorance of God's
eartivhly Iovernilent. "l Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, except a man lie born igain ie cannot sec the
Kingdom of God." This announcemuent musssst have
fallen with erushmig weighit on a teacher ol Israel
when well assured that lie was not born again.
lIe, a ruler i» the Kmigdon of God, to bc informed
that lie would not even sec or enjoy that Kiisgdoin
without al lieu hirth! It 'vas snal's mna that
must c renewed, ivile the rssler only thosîglit of
man's body vhien lie asked how lie could "' be born
when he is old," &c &c. Iad lie thus been re-
born, he would be no nearer to the Kingdom tha»n
before, as that which is borni of the 2 h is flesih.
Jesus taught that God had placed at the entrance
of Ris Kin-dom a new burt h., pnrtly sesi and partly
unscu, nd tels Nicodemus at the bcginniug of
Ris own mission wisat lic tells Ris aposties at tise
beginning of theirs. To him lie says, " Except a
man be boir of vater and of the Spirit lie canot
enter into the Kingdom of God, " and to then,
"He that believeth and is baptized shall ,i
saved." Mark xvi. 10. An apostle exiorts those
who were in the kingdom, "Let us draw sies'
vith a truc heart in full assurance of faith, iavircl

our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience
and our bodies wasied witis pure vater." 1Heb.
x. 22. Encis case ]its tie scen and tie unseen.
Tic sprinkling of the heart with the blood of Christ
is not secn but the washing of the body with pure
water is secen. The faith of iim who believeth .nd
is baptized is not secn but lis baptisn is seen anud
the birth of the Spirit is not scen wie the birth
of water is. Jcsus does not herc i.xplamis tie birti
of water which is scen but tells Xicodemus at the
cighth verse iow a man is born of the Spirit. We
will hear Moses E. Lard on this verse, "First,
then, in regard to the word which inl otir common
version is rendered "w ind." This word occurs in
the Greck Now Testament 386 times. In 884 it is
rendered into English by the term spirit or h.j its
equivalent ghost. Once in the book us ilcçdation

it is r*idered " life,' wlei beyond doubtit slould Spirit that Moses lifted uap the serpent in the
bc reidced "I i spirit." But in not a single case wilderness and thereby sazved the life of tiat nation

- in the New Testament except the case in hand is it who for their sins were dying fron the bite of
rndered " cind." Now in translating, one grent flyiing serleits. We may confidently believe that

n rule to be obsecrved is, to translate thesame original truith and admire tihe goodiess of God to these
word antor7 ly in the same equivalent English sinners but suci helief does not change our hearts,word iinlesu the sense forbids it. No transintion s the facts concrned them--not us. But Jesus iade, ileýPil g"nd w"i'ehs violaites this ruile, none vcry truth to utter that concerns the iviolu world and
lfaulty wiieli does not. Now since the word in the Spirit breathing that truth would change and

r- hand outof 380 instancesisiin 384 of theseunifornly save himss thit believes it. ''The Son of Man nust
sensdered bv tie word sphît or by a word of the b)e lifted up, that wihosoever believeth in Him
amlle mseanig, the presumption in favur of a siuiliar shsaould iot purish but have eternsal life. For God

rendering in the two remaining instances is as 384 so loved the world that He gave IIis only begotten
to 2, and when it is remembered that the sense Soin, that wiosoever believeti in Mim should not
does not forbid this rendering the presumnsption be- perish but have everlasting life, " &c., &c. Wlen
comnes ais iiperious iecessity, for these reasoss, Jesuîs comses to describe the truth that would pro-. tierefore, I render the original by the word spirit, duce the new birth ie seemss to linger anidst the
unifderstanding thereby the Iioly Spirit. wonders of the glorious themie. It wvas not enougi

The leading word thus rendered and the wlsole to tell that the Sos of Mas vould be lifted up aisverse is literally translated thus: "l The Spirit the cross to save every one that believes in Him, but
/,rrathes shere it sees.lit, and you hear its.-eoic but He revealss lis Father's feelings to n world in rebel-
/.-iole nlot elcnce it contes / wliitler t g 'cs, in this lion agsainst Uim. "For God so loved the %vorld
icay i. eeury one telw o is begotten by the Spiril.- that le gave Uis only begotten Son," &c., &c.
(" Living Pulpiit," page 247.) Not mnercly sent Rim but gare Him. Hc then was

- I'lhe first translation ever made into Englisi rei- God's gift to mei. Hle left Ris Son in their lands
tiers the original word the saime as Lard; so does who, after witnessing Ris pure and self-denyinig
the Douey as well as very many of our modern life, Ris miracles of goodnsess, condemnsed Mim to
versions. Even the last Englisi version, notwith- the denth of a blasphemer. God spared Him not,
standing its great desire to follow the commson, but freely gave Him up for us al. He here tellst gives this rendering in the iargin. the love of God to man and the blessed conse-

s This rendering imsakes the passage beauti- queices of men belicving that love and accepting
. fully clear. He who is " the liglt of the of Christ. He did not send His Son ta condemn
e world" shows a peculiar pleasure in making the the world but that the world througi Him might

iew birth plain to every ignorant and cager pupil., bc saved. le also shows the awful state of thes le tells Nicodemus and ail who heiar his words unbeliever and what condemns him.
thiat the loly Spirit is the author of the now birth The grand work of the Holy Spirit was to con-
and also hov it is brought about. The Spirit firi ail that Jesus hiad said and apply to obedientbreathes o speaks where hie pleases and wien men believers ail He had promised. So wlen Jesus iadiear viit the Spirit says and w iths ail their heart lice lifted up and had died for our sins according
believe it, he so enligitens and changes them» that to tie Seriptures, wias buried and risen again thethey become new creatures. They are begotten of third day according to Scriptures; after 11e had
the Spirit by the incorruptible Word of God whsicl charged His apostles to go inîto ail the world andliveth and abideth forever. Ail New Testament preaci the Gospel to every creature, &c., &. andconversions are illustrations of Jesus' statement and lad taken IIis place at the rigit hand of theail allusions to the change confirm lis word. Majesty on high, IIe and Iis Father sent down theNicodemis, still astonisied at what ie icars Holy Spirit to accomplisi the very work Hofrom the Heavenly Teachser, so dcear yet so new described to Nicodemus. The Spirit filled thenasd strange, asks, "IIHow can these things be?" apostles and they spoke to the variour nationsi. c., ion eau n ini b so caplctely ?-newed by assembled at Jerusalem as the Spirit gave themhseasis to e Iloly Spirit speni ta lii? Jesus ap- utterance. The Spirit was pleased to breatie at

pealsa iis own knowledge as a teacher in Israel, Jerusalem, that day 3,000 icard the sound thercofas i tl said: Don't you somctines find a man so and were born of the Spirit; they were horn offar h sistaken on asi important matter as to corupt water and of the Spirit and entered into the King-lus iseart nnd life? Raw do you attemput ta restare (lam of Gad. Tlsey were ssaw able ta se or eujaysu a n? Is it nat by speaking to iim clearly, tle beings of th at iu gds . Alth oJgh saeearssestiy and pcnsunsively? If lise believes you he of tiser» Nere the murdoers of tIse Lard Jesus thoy
will c convinced of his error and turns fron it. If thon believed in the Son and were not condemned.lic does not believe you le will go on in the wrong The men through whoi the Spirit brenthed arccouîrse. Now, if you by earnest words of truth dead but the Spirit yet lives and the truth thatassd love change a man, is it strange that the Spirit caused the new birth then is still the incorruptibleof tIe Lord by persuasive words of truth and love Word of God that liveth and abideth forever, andand power should accomplish is man a change in- the saine promise of Christ still stands in ail itsfin scly greater or imake hims a new man? power and glory, "lHo that blciieveth and is bap-'e speak what we have sec» and know to lie tized shall be saved." D. C.
true and you receive not our testiniony. If I tell
you what God does on earti or earthly things and OUn correspondents will please take notice that
you Iesitate to behceve them, how cnu you believe our P. O. Box is now 106 instead of 83 as hereto-
what Hie does in ieaven? And who else ias beie fore.
in icaven to tell you of iavenly things? -

Another question that would naturally occur to inlEMiE3BER--the brethren at Mitan give a sarmNicodeuus is this: If the Holy Spirit renews a iitt ad the rehnuand Ti eng can
man by speaking to hin, will the Spirit by speak- ences tsl Fridsy before tise finst Lord's day u
ing to Isus on any subject if lie believes it produce isencesthe Lthe new birth? Jesus clears up such questions by the ionth.
showing that it is a particular truth, and uot all I. will bea grent disappointment to the brethren
truth or even ail truth uttered by the Spirit which attending the Annual to lea.n that our editor, Bro.
produces the new birth. The Bible is full of truths Crawford, willnlot lc al ta lie present. We ahl
uttered by the Holy Spirit, and although it is al wnwted his wldy t o.
profitable for thc purposes for which God hasgiven
it, ail truth will not produce the new birth how- TnE Baptist Convention of tie Maritime Pro-
ever firmly believed. It is a truth uttered by the vinces met nt Amherst, August 21st. According


