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likely supposition is many would bo present and a | gospel ; it is looking to the good of others.  Are we

arand opportunity would be afforded for the preach-
ing uf the guspel.

Paul fn Gal. v: 1, suys. Stund thevefore in the
Huerty wherewith Christ has made us free and
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
T'he Nazarite vow was a part of that yoke, there-
for Paul must huve entangled himself in that yoke but
did 0 unwittingly and would not have done so
under other eircutnstances and after he wrote his
Epistles to the Colos: tans, Galatinus and Hebrews.
Will the brother show us the ““beautiful lesson™ he
sees in Taul's action?  Will he unfold the beautilul
and truc for the benesit of us all?  Come brother let
us hear from you again. Yours,

R. W. STEVENSON.

April 10, 1885,
i WORK OF THE CHURCH.

I pray not that thou shouldst take thew out of tho
world, but that thou <houldst keup thew from the evil.—
John, avii: 1o,

When our Lord offered this prayer Ho was
drawing near the close of His carth life, with the
crosy full in view, and the glory just boyond. His
mission to the world was well nigh finished, and
the ucceptablo sacrifice was soon to be offered.  He
had gathered about Him a few disciples to whom
He had ““spoken the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God.”

T'he truthe He had taught thom and was yet to
teach them, were fur tho salvation of men, But
these truths, in order to be effuctual mmust be
believed ; and in order to faith they must bo heard.
¢ And how can they hear without a preachor?”
That men might hear the gospel and beliove and
thus be led to call upun the name of the Lord and
be saved, He committed to the disciples the word
of reconciliation ; and though He well know that
stripes and imprisomnent awaited them, and cruel
death in the end, yet He prayed that they should
not be taken out of the world till their work was
finished ; only that they should be kept from the
¢ gvil one.”

From this we learn that it was justas mucha
part of the divine plan that the gospel should be
preached in order to the salvation of the sinuer, as
as it was that Christ should dio for him. And it
i3 just as evident that the Lord has committed the
work of preaching to His church, We cannot
separate the work of the Lord and the work of the
church, ¢ It pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.”

In the great plan of salvation, Gud is working
through huwan instrumentality. Whon Christ
came to the world, He came in tho flesh ; and when
the Holy Spirit was sent He caute to man ; and tho
truth, that was the power of God to salvation was
committed to His Church, How weighty then the
obligation of God’s children. A world lying in sin,
Our neighbors and friends around us yut out of
Christ, and the only weans of their salvation cum-
mitted to our hauds, Well might the church be
called the “light of the world,” since it is her
work to hold out the great light that shall lead men
from the * power of darkness to the kingdom of
God's dear Son.”

In viow of the great responsibility thus placed
upon us, brethren, what are wodoing! Evidently
it is the duty of every member of the church, male
ur female, young ur old, to do theie atinust to assist
in the work of the church, both at home and
sbroad.  The church work at home should be kept
alive, Tho meectings of the Lord's day, the
yrayer-ucetings, and the Sunday-school, all de-
1und our inturest and our labor.  Besides building
up at home it is the duty of every church to havy
the wurd of the Lord sounding out from themn, In

a migsionary socicty.
It is not enough that we should Lo saved our-
selves. Theroisncthing eolfieh in the spivit of the

§t. Thomas, Ont. |

then, as the stowards &f God, doing what wo can to
i advance the intorest of the cause of Christ at home,
and at the samoe time assisting by our means to send
the guspel to those who are perishing for the light
it can only atlord {  Are ull thuse who profess to be
preachers of the gospel alive ‘to this work?
Brethren, lot us prayerfully answer these questions
in view of the day when wo shall be called upon to
givo an account for our astewardship.

K. C. Fonrp,
Westport, April 22,1881

FROM STARKE,

Dian Curisriiy,—Your cheery littlo face has
not been scen by me now for more than two
months, owing to my absence from Virginia, Yet
1 faney you arc mwoving ou in the even tenor of
your way, and making monthly visits to howmes,
many of which are near and dear to tho heurt of
the writor. | have beon for the last two months
sojourning in this, ¢ the land of flowers.” At the
varnest solicitation of friends who had preceded meo
to Florida, I sovered myself, not without many a
heartache, from niy many beloved brothren and
friends of Gordonsville, and turned my eyes and
anticipations farther southward. On my way I
stopped off, or ue the railroad men have it, “ laid
ovor ' at Wilson, North Carelina, the hone of my
estcomed friend, Dr. R. W, King, whose hoapitality
I enjoyed for a weok or ten duys, while preaching
every night in the beautiful and commodious
Christian chapel of that town. Wilson is ¢ne of
the tidiest and most rapidly developing towus of the
¢ old tar-heel State.” Our brethren have a good
church there, and with Bro, J. J. Harper, one of
our ablest preachers at the helm of her aflairs,
success is and over has been her motto. After a
pleasant visit here, with regrets I boarded the
+ fagt mail’ ono boautiful spring evonivg, and in a
fow minutes was speeding in a direct courso Florida-
ward, Passing, with but hurried stops, Wilming-
ton, Charleston and Savannah, the next day at
noon we volled into tho city of Jacksonville,
Florida, and at once to northern eyes the transfor-
mation was wonderful and interesting. Tho first
sight of interest is tho oranges hanging from trees
in all directions, and to one accustomed to buying
ono orange and cavefully dividing it up among a
fanily of three, it did look a little oxtravagant to
o thew lying about untouched and unheeded in
the very streets, But wo soon found out the
secret ; a sly nip, taken as we thought, unobserved,
elicited tho information, to our surprige, from a
bystunder, ‘‘that is a sour orango, sir;" so we
thought bafore we succeeded in clearing the mouth
of a well intended, yet rather extensivo bite. Sour
oranges are natural fruit, and although they grow
quite as large, aund look just as luscious as better
fruit, arc ag sour as an ordinary lemon. They are
used as orusmental trees largely and certainly pre-
sont u beautiful sight when loaded with golden
fruit or covered with blossoms, filling the air
with tho sweetest of odors, While Iam on the
fruit subject, let mo say, orauyges, although the
chief and perhaps tho most productive and most
valuable Florida fruit, are not by any means the
main  dopendouce of fruit-growers here, Great
clusters of the delicions banaua, hang in golden
Lunches from tropical-luvking trecs, while lemons,
Jupan plums, persilmmons, figs, olives, pome-
granates, citron, shaddock, nigar apples, tamarinds
and the luscious guava are grown in abundauce.
I wish I had tho timo and space, and I think I
could do it without * gushing,” to fully describe
the ornamental trees and shrubbery that abound.

¢ , Hure aro found fine spucimous of Indin-rubber
this way every congregation of Christiaus hecumes |

trees.  Hibiscus, ouo year old and cight feet high,
night-blooming jessamine in proportion, wugnolia
fiscuta, sisal hemp, sago palw, alocs, or as some-
times callod, contury plants, Yussa, Tezas or

Chiness umbrella, rotinasporas, pampas grass,
horse radish trees, choromoga, rose apple,sycamore,
old man's beard, and others too numerous {o men-
tion. .\nd bofore I forgot it, let me give cspocial
montion here of the grand old pine found erery-
where here, just oxactly such pines as my Corn-
wallis brothren can sce any day in and around the
“pine woods” adjoining Kentville, Kings Co.,
N, S. I have now travelled from Halifax, N, 8.,
overland through every Stato bordering on  the
Atlantic to the estromo south of Florids, and in
overy climate I see that same tall, coarse-barked
pine. Somuch at present for the productions,
execpting, let mo writo, it will puzzlo a Northern
man, when first coming to Florida, to know just
when to plint his garden. Oardens are mude liere
for the most part in December and January and
then by a continued rotation three and sometimes
four crope ave harvested from the sawe soil,

The climate of this State is perhaps its greatest
wenlth and evidontly its greatest attraction,
Thousands, and yearly by thousands the number
is increasing, come to Florida to escape the cold
and inclemoncy of the north., During the season
for northern visitors just closing, the hotels in
Jucksonville report more than eighty thousand
registered guests during the past winter in that
city alone. The hotels of this State are simply
immenso and yet are taxed to their utmost to
accommodate the rapidly increasing travel, Snow
is unknown in Florida, and frost is but seldom
seen ; orange trees, one of the most tendor class of
all trees, wrow the year ronnd, while eternal sum-
mer, with but slight climatic changes, reigns. The
summers are as delightful as the winters, as the
thermometer seldom reaches a point as high as
often experienced as far northas New York Stato
in midsummer dog days, owing to the refreshing
winds almost constantly blowing from tho Gulf of
Mexico or the Atlantic, As a result aceruing from
such a climate on every hand, one muy see those
hore in scarch of the elixir of life ; and when the
coming has not been postponéd teo. long, the
benefits ara simply marvellous.” I have geen what
it would have beer hard {o make ono believe
otherwise. I now kuow of those who came here
to all appearanco in & dying condition, at this
writing enjoying tho very best of health, For
pulmonary trouble or catarrshal affection, I cer-
tainly think Florida has no equal. The -soil of
Florida at first sight would disappoint almost
anyone, and the first judgment upon it would he a
harsh one. It is assandy as it can well be, white
deep sand, and to one accustomed to the loam of
the north, would at sight bo pronounced almost
worthless ; but the grit of the Florida sand is not
the silicate of the sand of the north, but is a loose
limestone sand and quite preductive, aund con-
sidered much more su than the deep, black soil
found hero in some places. Mud is not kuown
here an hour after a heavy rain, and the result is
tho sand has setttled together but the water is
gono. Yot tho wells of Florida are but from & to
10 feot deop with the most abundant supply of
wator. The land is easily clearad and the light
loosie soil is vasily worked, But, Mr. Editor, I
fear I am becoming tedious, and as I have many
things more to write of the beautics, advantages
and disadvautages of Florida, as well a3 a desiro to
give your readers some idea of the progress of our
work among the churches here, I will let’this
instalinent answer for this jssue, 1 am now
preaching at Starke for a few days. I have been

called for o year to work for and with the clinrel
in Jacksonville, Florida’s metropolis, aud shall
from thero, as 1 enter upon my duties in two
weeks, send you further observations and notes,
And hoping that prosperity and success will crown
your cvery effort, and congratulating you most
heestily on your able and successful career it the
journalistic arcna,

Your Bro,, T, H, Brexvs,

Starls, Floridy, Al 22nd, 1885,
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