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Z1VALUABLE bulletin lias just been issucd
eAfrom the Department of Agriculture, w~hicIî is

doubly valuable as secding wvill shortly bc coin-
menccd; fariners should enideavoir to procure a copy
of it from the dcpartinnent. The author of the bulle-
tin is that wcll-known authority, Mr. Wm. Saunders,
Director of Expcrimental Farms, while the subject
is the important one of two-rowed barlcy. In
February of .1890, it wvas decided to place $25,ooo in
the estimates, for the purchase of twvo-rowced barley
in England, to bc disposcd of for secd in Canadla.

After careful cnquiry, ioooobushof barlc>' were pur-
chased. from James Carter & Co., of London, En--
land, of the variety knotvn as Irize Prolific, this being
sclcctcd in.lifly for the reasonl that the ecpcriments
already imade ivith this barley i Canada had given
good resuits. It wvas brouglit ont iu 5,000 bags of
i i: pounds each, and on arrivai catreiliy inspected,
and. as it wvas not found as clean as tvas cxpected
the bags were ail opened and the barley passcd twicc
througli the cleaning apparatus of the Montrcal
\Varchouse Coinpany, by whichi ineans the sample

~va nide nifrniandgood, and althoughi not abso-
lutcly clean, was, fromn a commercial standpoint, ver>'
dlean. About 3,200 bags were sold to 2,6w0 pur-
chasers. 0f these, 1,052 have sent in reports oi the
crop produced and samples of the grain.

A nuînbcr of cxtracts from the report 's of fiarnicrs
wlio tised the sed arc givenl, which is followed by a
sumînarv, which states that the expericlîce of 32o
farmcrs iii Ontario lias beCu givcn, covering évcry
district wherc the twvo-rowcd barley lias becen grown.
The list niit have becu grcatly incircasccl with
similar tcstimony cqually good. but ciiough hias bcen

gîven to show that there is tiot much, fault toi be
found with the barley. A proportion of the reports
are less favorable than soin e of those wvhich have
bcen given, but iii most instances these may be
attributcd to the very we't scason, lack of drainage,
or want of care in the preparation of the land. Many
think that the strawv is a little wvealî, but a very wvct
season does flot afford a good opportunity for correct
judgement on this point. There is no doubt that
two-rowcd barley takcs a longer time ta matuire than
thc six-rowcd, and that it should be sotvn carly.

After refcrriîîgr to the inexhaustable market iii
Great Britain for this drap, the report concludes as
follows :-l desire to refer once more ta the impor-
tance of eariy seeding and of a thorougli preparation
of the soil before sowinig. The figures given iii the
cari>' pages of this Bulletin on the rcsults of the tests
af the past season show in the increcase of crop the
advantage of sowing barley after roats, but where this
is flot practicable a good mellow picce or ground
should bc selected, ane that bias been iv'e)] worked and
is in a fair condition as ta fcrtility. This crop will
flot give good returns wlien sown on cold,wct ground,
or on land that lias been too muchi impovcrishcd b>'
frcqucnt cropping and scanty manuring. The roots
of the young barlcy plant makze rapid growth under
favourable conditions, but tlîcy do not strike so dccply
in searcli of food as those of somne other cercals; hience
the nutritive elemcnts they necd shauld bc presenteci
to them ini the soi! in sucb a îw'cH digestecd condition
as to, admit of its being readily taken up by the grow-
ing rootiets. A littie experience wvill no doubt enable
our intelligent Canadian farmers to, obtain in favour-
able localities and average seasons good resuits from
this pramising crop.

Pýn Opinion Froni Wiqpqipeg

Thec Co,,wzeriz bias recciveda copy of The Prairie:
Illustrated, a journal started at Calgary, Alberta, a
short tinie ago. This is the first copy of the paper
wve have had an opportunity of examisling, and it is
certainly a surprise ta fimîd such a largecy a nd attrac-
tive journal of the kind coming from one of our
wvestern towns. Heretofore only large chties have
supportcd such a papepr. The copy before'us con-
tains a number ai good illustrations, including cuts
of D. W. Davis and jamecs Rcilly, the twa candidates
for parliaincntary honors in Alberta. We hope Thc
P>rairie Illustrate<i may provc profitable to its owner,
and WC are certain it is a valuable.acquisition to the
press of the Ter-ritories."
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