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TRADE AND COMMERCE.

CoMMERCIAL JOURNAL OFFICE,
Tuesday Morning, Dcee. 20,

VICTORIA.

Business in the retail line has been
fairly active during the past week., All
departments have received attention, but
the demand has been chiefly for Christinas
roods.  As the end of the yearapproaches,
bankers, wholesale dealers and merchants
generally are concentrating their aflairs
s0as to make as good a showingas possible
at the end of the year.

Uong Kong exchange is steady at G7ic
for the Mexican dolar, while sterling
exchange still continues high.

At Vancouver business during the past
week has been Lrisk in all lines. Retuul
merchants  have been  busily engaged
making preparations for the holiday trade,
and business has picked up considerably.
Merchants will not have any cause
for complhaint.

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.

Awmerican cured meats are again down
a little in price. The prices of short clear
siaes and dry salt sides have declined
slightly since last week. Others are un-

changed,
Commission agents quote American
meats . o. b. Victoriz, duty paid,

as  follows : Mcedium hams, 16¢ per 1b;
heavy hams, 13ic; choice breakfast bacon,
16}c; short clear sides, 13c, and dry salt
clear sides, 12l¢.  Armour's white label
pure lard, 1C1b, pails, 152¢ per Ih.

Armour’s Gold Band ecats, which
are the finest quality on the Ameri-
can markel, being a special grade

for choice family trade, are quoted.
(Quty paid, Vietoria), hams, 17}c, breakfast
Lacon, 8l¢,

Londort layer raising are quoted by
Victoria jobbers in 20 Ib. boxes from $2.30
to £2.10 per box; Valencias, 23 1b. boxes,
from e to ¥e per 1b. : and sultanas, 10kc to
12¢ per 1b. . currants, in bbls,, Tic per 1b.,
half bbls, 7/c, cases 8e to SYe. Candied peels
are quoted as follows in 7 lb. lLoxes :—
Lemon I8¢, orange 1%, and citron 26c to 28c.
California evaporated fruits are quoted as

1 rollows:-AppIm, evaporated, 50 Ib, boxes,
124¢ per 1b., 251b, Loxes lJ}c apricots, 25
1b. boxes, 1Sc¢; prunes, 23 1b. Loxes, lc;
plums, 23 1b, boxes, 14jc to 14ic; peaches,
30 1b, boxes, lic, 251, boxes 16e.  Cana.
dian evaporated apples, 30 1b boxes, 9c
The British Columbia Sugar Refining
Co. L'td., quote as follows in their weekly
pricelist: Powdered icing and bar, 6ic;
Parislumps, 63c ; granulated 53c; extra C.
43c; fancy yellow, 43¢ ; yellow 45¢; golden
C.. 4}c. Above prices are for barrels or
bags; half-barrels and 100 pound kegs, ic;
more, boxes i¢ more. No order taken for
less than 100 barrels or its equivalent.
They quote syrup as follows: Finest
golden, in 30 gal, bls, 2ic¢; ditto. in 10 gal.
kegs. 3c; ditto. in3 gal. kegs, $2.25 each -
ditto, in 1 gal. tins, $1.50 per case of 103
| dittein } gal. tins, $U per case of 20, Pri(,es
cover deliv ery in Vancouver, and at Vic-
toria, New Westminster and Nanaimo, and
are subject to a discount of 2} per cent.
for cash in fourteen days. All prices sub-
Ject to change without notice.
1 TheMontreal Trade Bulletin says : *“'Tho
features of the butter market are about
the same as those reported last week, the
demand being confined” to the local trade.
Factorymen are more anxious to scll, as
they want to close the season’s business
and settle up with their patrons. A round
lot of late made creamery was reported
sold at 224c, but dealers ask 23c for round
lots. Dairy butter is Ly no mecans
plentiful, most of the Western having
been beught for the Maritime Provinces
and Newfoundland, Statistically, the
butter situation is stronger than tt was at
this timelast year; but if there is ne more
export demand, there will undoubtedly be
enough for the home trade between now
and the new make., We quote prices as
follows :—Creamery cholce fall, 224c to 23¢;
Creamery good to fine, 2llcto22c; About
1c may be added to above prices for choice
selections of ¢ingle tubs, The cheese
market remains quiet but finm, with a
decidedly upwardtendency, TheshortEng.
English which we persisted in claiming
during the past two or three months is
now anadmitted fact, which accounts for
the absorption of our heavy make on the

To the Municipal Electors of
A »th Warad :

Ishall be a candidate for Alderman at tho
caming clection, and sollcft your support.

MUNROE MILLER.

To the Xlectors of the North
Ward :

I intend to be o candidute foraldermanat the
coming municipal election, and respectfally
solleit your vote and inftuence.

A. G. MCcCANDLESS,

other side, tho large surplus having
already gone forward. Sales have been
made in this market during the past weck
of finest WesternSeptembers and Octobers
at 10%c to 10ic, but it is said that no more
Scptembcrs can be had under 1le, Sales
of under priced goods are also reported at
10¢ to 103c. ‘The cheese is now all in
sccond hands, with the exception of a few
small stragglinglots,”

The Toronto Empire says : “The butter
market is heavily stocked with large rolls,
receipts of which have been unusually
heavy recontly. Prices in consequence
arc a shade easier, the outside figure for
the bulk of the offerings being 17c.
Bakers are taking a good deal of this
class of butter and pay about M to 13c.
Daivy tub butter is very scarce ; it is held
at 16 to 1¥¢, the outside price being
occasionally paid for choice packages.
Ths local demand for ail kinds of outter
is brisk and if receipts moderate at all
the market ~will likely stiffen up again.
There is afair trade doing in cheese at
firm prices. lLate made cheese is jobbing
generally at 11ic and early makes at 103
to 1lc. Quotations arc: Butter, good to
choice selccted dairy, tubs, 16 to 1Sc:
medium do, 13 to 15c; large rolls, good
to choice 16 to 17c; creamery, in tubs and
crocks, 24 to 25c. Cheese, choice colored
jobbing at 1l to 1lic.”

The 'Coronto Empirec says: “Demand
for canned goods has been more active,

but there has been poimprovements in
the prices. IEqual quantities of corn, peas
and tomatoes have been goingat8sc to 81,
but the inside price has been reduced to
S0c, in some instances for second quality
goods, Packers have been offering rather
more freely, but they do not appear to
have met any extensive sales. Beans are
fairly active at 90c to $1, and pumpkinsg
at 85 to 95c. Fruits are neglected. fish
tirm but quiet, Salmon is selling at
$1.50to $1.65 fortalls, Stocks of fruits
and vegetables in packers’ hands are
heavier than usual, and holders are en-
deavoring to make sales in Great Britain.
Onc of the largest western packers is on
his way there now. There is somehope
for a business being done in tomatoes, as
the prices are 30 high in the States that
they cannot export this year, whilc
Canndian prices are the lowest they have
yet touched,

The San Francisch Herald of Trade
says: “Some shippingtradeis inprogress
but the volume of the movements of dried
fruits in the aggregate is not Jarge. There
is a very fair demand from the territories
and from the Northwest, where California
dried fruits are appreciated not alone for
their good qualities, but for the facility



