—rm

Guvrent Opinions,
GOOL READING IN THE PULPIT.

The Cungregationalist vory properly |

romarks: In theso duys of cumnplaint
of the nun-attendavze of multitades ap-
on chureli, woul. it unot Le well for
clergymen to pay more attention to
their manner of reading the Seriptures
and hymns? It is believed .o be justifi-
able to offer the attraction of good sing-
ing ns o moans of drawing persons to
hear, if not to take partin worahip, and if
singing, sermons and prayers, as means
of grace, depend much upon the spivit
with which these exercisos mako up the
clements of worship, why should good
reading be disregarded, as is too com-
monly the case? ILven a poor sormon
might be tolerated, with o proper reed-
ing of the Innguage of Seripture ?—Lrom
N, Y. Evangelise, . :

«THE BATITLE OF BERLIN."

“The Battlo of Dorking” has had'an
almost unpreeedented popularity.as one
of the publications of the day. Hundreds
of thousands of this imaginary piecture
of tho future invasion and conquest of
England have been scattered abroad,
and have Dbeen regarded with varied
cmotions of gratification or resentinent.
Those who disliked it wanted to know
the vaticinations of a sagacious popular
writer, and those who were in sympathy
with it exulted m the likeliho~d that ns
o political prophecy it might yet be ver-
ified in actual experience.

But now {o the ¢ Battle of Dorking,"”
succeeds the ¢ Batue of Berlin,” and
Germany takes tho place of England in
the dust of hwmiliation. The proud
conqueror of Irance, confident in her
strength and arrogant in her tone, ven-
tures to provoke & quarrel with one of
inferior powers of Europe, and on the
death of bismarck (which1s dated 1876)
a combination of hostile nations, among
which France is foremost, fired with
revenge, assmls her at a disadvantage,
and reduce her to a posttion that
strangely contrasts with ler present
greatness.

All this, it is true, is simply imaginary.,
But the plansibility with which the story
of these battles 13 invested, shows on
how slender o basis the peace of Europo
rests, and that no nation, however
strong, is sceuro in its proud cminence.
A battio of Dorking or of Berlin is ante-
cedently no more improbable than that
of Sadowa or Sedan, and yet i a single
day the map of Europe may be changed,
and a nation of the sccond rank may
become one of * the Great Powers," or
having been advanced sink back into
a sccuudary position.

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.

Rev. Dr. Jacobus, of Alleghany, in a
gpeech delivered recently in Pinladelphia
on * Ministerinl Sustentation,” sad
that he had been chairman of a com-
mittee of the General Assembly wlich
had addressed letters to twenty-seven
hundred churches and nunisters, collect-
ing statistics- ~such as salaries of minis-
ters, method of raising the salaries,
wumber of comnucants, ete.,~—and the
resalt was the discovery that one half
or two thirds of the ministers of the
Church received salaries of less than
one thousand dollars, and one-third less
than six hundred dollars. In the letters
Le recerved auany of them related sad
facts 1 relation to the difficulty cn-
countered by the numsters i supporting
tLen funulivs, many of them having to
add to their iucume by svmme hind of
manual labur.

SPREAD OF IRESBYTERIANISM
Res. D1, Blaikie, of the Edinburgh

New College, propuses o grand mecting
of the Euglish spealing Presbyterian
Churclivs Uitvughout the world,  Pres-
byteriunioin Lus now spread whersier
tho Luglish tungue is spoken. The six
ministurs of 1560, in Scotland alune,
have as thar suceessors three thousand
ministers.  Iu Ireland there ave about
six bundicdiinistors aud congregations.
In England there are, at least, 250, In
the Doninivi there are upwaras of 500
ministers and churches. In Australin,
Now Zealand, Afrien, West Indies, &e.,
there wre about 500 morve. All the
Presbyterian Churches in the TUnited
States put tugether number about 7,200.
The DPresbytunan climrches that look
back {o that Assembly at Edinburgh in
1560 as their nother Assembly, number
in all about 12,000 ministers and
churches—hving m the British Is* 5, 1n
the United States, in British America,
and in the Isles of the Southren Seas.
Dr. Blakie proposes Ldinburgh as the
place where tho first meeting of the
JEecwmnenical I'resbyterian Couuncetl should
be hield, as iv is the dear Jerusalem of
the Presbyterian Churches.  + It would
e a grad wnd otirring thing,” he says,
if in the very chapel where Knox first
met with Lis haudful of comrades, and
from the very desk where heroso to ask
the blessing of Gud, the voiceof thanks.
giving should nise in the name of 12,000
cungregativus fur theconspronous answer
to that prayer, and for the marvellous
-expausion vouchsafed to the little band,
whose soul was moved with the desire
to spread ubruad the puro and blessed’
.ovangel of Jesus Christ,

_BRITISH: AMBRICAN PRESBYTERIAN

ARCIHBISHOP ILYNCH, ON THE
RECENT COUNCILOX' TITl: VATI-
CAN AND THE COUNCIL OJ
TRENT.

pa—

This Council, at tho Vatican, was
needed in consequoncs of the numor
ous orrors which had arisen during the

Last Goneral Council of Trent—inateri
alistu, comamunisi, pantheism:  the
state of the Polish Catholics in Russia,
tho banishment of the Church from Nor-
way and Sweeden, and its condition in
Spain, Ialy, Germany, Trance, and
other places. e referred fo the large
number of bishops at the Council re-
presenting tho English speaking people,
and the large number of tnose who wero
Irish, Ie traced the history of the
Church in England, and expressed his
opinion that Lingland was being recon-
verted,

How the Councilof Trent corrected the
alleged crror then prevailing, may be
gathered from the history of that period.
In truth it may be likened to a vast
petrifying well, in which the weeds of
error have been carclully collected and
steeped. Now thoy may be found laid
up in the Church of Rome in orderly
arrangement, wearing the same form,
but hardened into stone—still weeds—
noiscime, worthless weeds, but fixed
and stamed with the enduring character
of unchangeable petrifactions. The
creed of Pius IVisin fact the echoof
the council.

THE CREED OF IOPE PIUS THE
pec. 9th, 1564.

I nost firmly admit and embrace
apostolical and ccclesinstical traditions,
and all other constitutions and obser-
vanees of the same church.

T also admit the sacred Scriptures ac-
cording to the semse which the holy
1zother church has held, and does Lold,
to whom it belongs to judge of the true
sense and interpretation of the Holy
Seriptures; nor will I evor take or in-
teryret them otherwise than according
to the unanimions cousent of the fath-
ers.

I profess also that there are truly and
properly seven saeraments of tho new
lnw instituted by Jesus Christ our Lord,
and for the salvation of mankind, though
allare not necessary for every one;
namely, baptism, confirmation, cuchar-
ist, penance, extreme unction, orders
and matrimony, and that they confer
grace ; and of these, baptism, confirm-
ation, and orders, cannot be reiteratcd
without sacrilege.

I also receive and admit the cercimon-
ies of the Catholic Church, received and
approved in the solemn admmstration
oi all the above snid sacraments.

Ireceive and embrace all and overy
one of tho things which have been de-
fined and declared in the holy council
of Trent concerning onginal sin and
justification.

I profess likewiso that in the massis
offered to God o true, proper, and pro-
pitiatory sacrifico for the living nnd the
dead ; and that in the most holy euchar-
ist, there is truly, really, and substanti-
ally, the body and blood, fogether with
the aonl and divinity, of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; and there is made a conversion
of the whole substance of the bread in-
to the body, and of the whole substance
of the wine into the blood, which con-
version the Catholic Church callstransub-
stantiation.

T confess also that under either kind
alone, whole and entire, Christ and a
true sacrament are received.

I cunstantly hold that thereis a pur-
gatory, andthat the soulsdetained there-
m are helped by the sufferuges of the
faithful.

Likewise, that the saints reigning to-
gether with Chnist are to be honored
and invocated , that they offer prayers
to God for us; aud that thew relies are
to be venerated.

I most firmly assert that the imeges
of Chnist, and of the mother of God, ever
virgm, and also of the other samts, are
1o be had and retained, and that due
honour and vencration aro to be given
to them.

I also affirm that the power of indul-
gences was loft by Christ in the church,
and that the use of them 13 most whole-
somo to Chrnistian people.

1 acknowledge the holy catholic and
apostolical Roman church, the mother
and mistress of all churches: and I promise
and swear truc obedience to the Roman
bishop, the successor of St. Peter, the
prinice of the apostles, and viear of Jesus
Christ.

X also profess and undoubtedly receive
all other things delivered, defined, and
declared by the sacred canons, and gen-
cral connals, and particularly by the
holy council of Trent; and likewise I
also condeum, reject, and anathema-
tizo all things contrary thereto, andall
heresies whatever, condemned, rejected,
and anathematized by the charch.

This true catholic faith, out of which
none can be saved, which I now truly
i profess, and  truly hold IN~—, promise,

vow, aud swear mest constantly to hold
and profess tha same eatire and whole,
-with God's assistance, to the end of my
ylifor; and to procure as far as in sy -power
that the same shall be heid, tauyht, and
‘ preached by all who -are under me, or-are

FOURTH,

800 years which had elapsed sinco the ‘

entrusted to my cave by virtue of my affice.
8o help me Gody, and these holy Guspdls of
od.

This creed .nny bo considercd as the
groav aceredited forgery of the Romish
church. The Pope aml Lis conneillors |
were, to all indouts and purpose-, Will
forgers, They have pgiven the seal of
their most solemn authority to the im

posture, and gwith awfnl wnwarrantable
nudaeity, they eall upon the Chyistian
world to recetvs /s tho will of God, the
poor and beggarly inventions of man.

A ROMIBIE CATIL.CHISH CUR-
RECTED,

Ileonan's controvorsial catechism,
which was widely circulated in Ircland,
under high ccclesiastieal sanction two
or three years ago, had 1n its oniginal
form the following question and answer ;
¢ Q. Must not the Catholics believe the
Pope m Jumsel. to be mfalhible 2 A,
Tais is a Protestant invention ; it is no
aticle of the Catholie faith ; no decision
o. the Popes oan oblige under pain of
heresy, unless 1t be recaived and eun-
forced by the teaching body—that is, by
the Bishops of the Church.! Smce the
promulgation of the dogma, this cate-
chismm has been carefully altered, the
questions on the sameo page being spread
out so as to conceal the fact that one
question and answer have been expung-
cd.  Only a few copies are in existenco
with the above quotatica in them, the
rest having been bought up and de-
stroyed.

OLD PATIIS.

There is o theology of Christian expe-
rience,—a great body of precious doc-
trines which have endured the test
of ages, and have been the abiding
comfort of all who Lelieved them. The
faithfulness of God, the love of Christ,
the ministry of the Spirit,—how these
have wrought themselves by~ evidences
compared with which even inathematical
demonstration is weak. When the
blind man was restored to sight, he
might be excused if he gave little heed
to an argument that proved miracles
imposeible ; when Lazarus was brought
from the tomb, the Sadducee could not
hiope to convince him that there is no
resurrcetion; wlhen the penitent sinner
has heard in hig heart the pardoning
voice of Christ, he cannot casily be per-
suaded that the Gospel is a fiction ; and
when these experiences of spiritual re-
newal and healing have been repeated
in millions of biographies and through
whole periods of history, the acenmula-
Inted testimony, with all its incideutnl
confirmations, justifies our completest
confidence.  We may be told that the
world has outgrown these dogmas of
Christianity, but thoe cloud of witnesses
for their truth is too-large and too dense
to be so easily blown aside. Lhe paungs
of gnilt, the deep uarest of conscience,
the fear of pumishment, are as certain
as any faets which the ~enses can reeog
niza or the reason apprehend ; and it is
no less certain that guilt and unrest and
fear have been removed, in almost
cuuntless instances, by penitence and
faith in Christ.  And so long ns man's
nature and needs vemain, en long will
the old paths be the only ones which
lead tc peace and to God.  We cannot
yield the Seripinres and the doc-
trines of cnlvation by the cross, until
same surer and happier way of spiritual
life has beendiseovered. If skepticismor
philocophy or science, or anything eclse,
will surpass the meoral virtue of the
Gospel, and work greater miracles in
lifting up the sinful, and purifying soei |
ety, then it will e ency to supplant the
Rible and supercede Christ.  We hold
to tho old, not because it is old, but be-.
canae it shows itself the prwer of Gnd
mnte salvation.  Virtne goes omt of
Christ, to whomenever may touch him ;
thus we know that he has still power on
earth to forgive sine, that he is <till the
old and only path to God,—the way,
the truth, and the Iife - - Vational Rap-
tist,

e a——
Tvsciry.— The flower of Christian
graces grow only in the shade of tho
Cross, and the root of them all is hu
manity.

Tom Ingoldsby was at adinner whero
they were teliing about an mvention for
extracting the ink from parchiment and
reducing the parchment to pure gela-
tine. ¢ Good!" smd he; * mow a man
may eat not only his words but his
deeds.”

A full-bearded ysung grandfather re-
cently shaved, showing & clean faco for
the first time in o number of years. At
tha dinner-table, hislittle grand daughter
noticed it, ¢ gazed with wondering ¢ye,”
and finally c¢jaculated, ¢ Grandfather,
whose head you got on ?” ‘

At an examination by & Scotch min-
ister of his fluck, previous to the admia-
isteation of the communion, a man was |
asked: «What kind of n man was
Adam 2+ Ou, just like ither folk!"
The minister insisted on having a more |
special description of the first wan, and |
pressed fur-more explanation. © Wedl,"
said-the respondent, *“ho was just ike
Jou Simpson, the hurse-couper.” ¢ How |

UNION IN S8COTLAND,

The follewing remanrks, as tho signa-
ture shows, aro from the pen of the
Rev. Dr. Mitchell, Professor of Lecleos
axtical Ilistory in the University of Bt
Audrew's  His words carry with tho
much weight :—

i
|

Thero are no_divisions i nay part of |
tho Cliristinn Chureh, the contiuanee |
of whiclt seeties to wll but ongsulyes more
unealled for, or ineapable of being
defended vu the gronnd of vital principle
than thoso whicls otill subsist wueny the |
Presbytorians of Seotland, T onvy not
the benrt or liewd of that man amony
them who does not find in Lis seerct
soul somo response to the noble word~
of Dr. MeDufl :—* I am sure many of
us would be willing, and more thap will-
ing, to surrender, or at least to modify
any favourite ecclesiastical theory,—to
abandon even histovie traditions —if we
eould get the grandest of all historic
traditions realized in a umted Chureh,
and see Scotland the Sontland of Knox
again,  No one dare ignore this fact,
that our divisions are the sin and the
disgrace of our land—to be so near to
one another in all vital essentials, and
yet to be so far apart. Tor these divis-
ions of Rueben, thero may well be great
searchings of heart.” The diffieulties
n the way of any general union or con
federation of the Presbyterian Churches
aroe still confessedly great, but sure I am
that few who ean be persuaded calmly
and impartinlly #5 examine them, wiil
pronounce them insurmountable, or say
that, considering the blessed conse-
quences which would resultio themselves
and to their native land, thero might
not well bo frank and honorable confer-
ence to ascertsin whether they could
not be all removed or diminished. That
ideal which filled the mind of our great
Reformer, and kindled and kept brightly
glowmg within Ius breast, the flamo of
Christian patriotism—ithat ideal which,
when partinlly rejected by the men of
his generation, was solemnly commended
by lum to the generations to come, and
has beeu fondly eherished m tho minds
of his lenl-hearted countrymen ever
since—that idenl, the partial realisa-
tion of which has mado our beloved
Scotland what it is, and the more com-
plete reahsation of which alone will
enable us to make Scotland what it
ought to be, is once *wore, by asingular
concurrenco of circurastances spectally
Iresented to our view and pressed on
our notice.  Shall we finally thrust it
away from us, and in another sense thau
the erafty Mmtland mtended, pronouncs
our Reformer’s noble plans a ¢ devoat
imagination,” never moro to be striven
fur, nuver now to be realised, or only to
be soin same far distant mullenuium
whiclk we shall never sco? Shall we
continue to waste our cuergies and re-
sources against each other, instead of
uniting heart and hand to turn them to
the best advantage, and use them for
the common good, to diffusec among the
ovteast and erring the light and hfe of
Christianity, and to preserve for the ro-
ligious training of thoe young and the
adult, the {ragments of ccclesiastical
property which the cupidity of our nobies
has left us?  Rather surely, adopting
the dying words of one who longed and
Jabured for this blessed consummnation,
and exprossed his readiness to make
a great sacrifico of personal feeling and
sentiwent to sceure it, wo should say :
* Thero is needed but the spirit of the
great Reformer—mellowed but not ¢ner-
vated—to unito all hearts and to muke
oIl hands co-operate in reviving, with
the aid of Iis grace, the work of Gud
i the midst of us, and enlightemng and
cnlivening the benighted and oheerless
fanulies of tho land with the lLight and
hie of the everlasting Gospel.” If wo
are true to our connnon principles and
profussivns, the brighic visivn of & con-
federated  or re-united DPresbyterian
Clairh may yet bo realised.  Bat iof we
prove faithless or faint-hearted, the
happy day way be long deferred, the
work of our cummon Master may be
greatly Lindered, and thie iuflucnce of
vur separnte Clhurches be sadly weak-

ened.
A. F. Mircnenn

ARE THE TIMES CHANGED ?

Three thousand souls were converted
on the day of Pentecost. In the great
awakening in New England in the last
century, twenty thousand members wero
added to the churches, who, by their
consistent walk in after-life, proved that
they were truly born again. Were these
harvest seasons excoptional thnes in the
history of our world, and never to be
scen again?  Or may an  expectant
church labour and pray for the coming
again of such times of refreshing from
the presence of the Loxd? XNever did
the Church universal need such a bap-
tistn of the Holy Ghost as now, and
never did our own Chureh need such
sealing testimony from God, and such
an rwakening as shall send a new ond
quicker life into all her ministries, and
make every branch of her serviee vital

with the presence and power of the
Divine Spirit. — Prestyterian,

Tur Kev.—In order rightly to under-,

MY CRELD,

I Lolieve that w religion that will not
make & mau kappy in this world, will
Lo tuabe Lin Lappy i ay other world,

Ibeliose that there s no piety at all
i long face, wuy more than e a long
HO8u.

1 believe that Christ and His peoplo
Lave o better night to the good things
of this woudd, than the devid and Ins
people.

1 behove aommister of the Gospel has
ws good w reght to dive a fust horse,
sud wear o fushtonuble cout, and eut o
soud dinner, as auy other siner,

I belicve thiere 13 more relizionsness
in the Chuarel, than there 1> true re-
ligion,

[ heheve that a man who won't trust
Lis business to Gud, won t trust 1Im
with his soul,

I beliove there is no overplus of hon-
esty and fuir dealing winony professors
of religion,

I believe that a great deal of what is
ealled evangelial religion 1 this day is
no better than the Phariscasn of our
Saviour's time,

I believe that n man who does not
kuow that he is a Christian is in a very
bad way.

. Ibelieve there is more devotion ~hown,
m many a country chareh, to fushion
and manuners, than to the Lord.

I believe that the outfit of nno girl,
for a common oceanion, uften costs raore
than all the meney gi en by the whole
congrogation into the Lord's treasury,

I believo that the salary paid to many
a faithful pastor is less than what is
given by the same people for whiskey
aurl pate nt medicines.

I beitove that generally n minister
had better bo in his study proparing
food for his peoplo on next Sabbatly,
than going about condoling with every
old woman who has cracked her sugar-
bowl; or some old foggy who beheves
that these are the very worst of tunes
that ever were.

I believe that thc poor widoew, who
cast her two mites into the treasury of
the Lord, had more real happiness than
all the millionnires in Now York city
ever experienced.

I Deleve 1t is foolish to expect in
children tho gravity that is propes in
great-grandfathers.

I belheve that to encournge voung
people 1 amusements that are mnocent,
15 tho best prescrvative from thoso that
are vicious,

I lelieve that Christian people have
to do wath sceulanties as weli as sane-
tities.

I Lelieve, at tho proper timeo rad
place, there s no sim i a goud Joke, or
& sparhle of wit, or & buble of hamour.

L believe there 1s sometunes more
virtue 1u a hearty laugh, thau in & box
of pillx,

I holicve that Jebt is a sn and o
shamme, .ud a source of # thousand mis-
ceries ju Christian people.

I believe that debt, and care, and
poverty, aud mtolerable perploxities,
cuine from giving tov hittle to the Lord.

I behicve that nothing 1s so sure to
eud in diuster, as an attempt to rob
God.

T believe that ke eru not be & healthy
Cliristian who gives less than the Jews
gave a thousand years befuro Chnst
came.

I bLeieve that Gud never Las nover
will Lleos o people that are faithles to
their obligativus tu sapport their passor.

I belicve there is o great deal of 1g-
norance awmonyg those who preach the
Guspel ns to what the Gospel reaily 1s.

I Lelicve that no man can make his
uwts Leart Lotter by all the patchung and
tinkering Lie can bestow upsn 1t; nud
that his ouly safety 15 1 gottuig a now
heart.

I Lelieve that siuners are saved, tot
by usimyg the means of gruce, or by re-
furwiug their lives, Lut by bebievang the
Guspel.

I blieve that a winister can no more
preach iustructively without laborious
study, than wuy lawp will cuntimuo to
burn without Leiug replenisked with oil,

I believe thit the language in which
the Gospul shiould be preached, is the
Innguege which peuple use every day
arounl their firesiies and iu their bus-
iness, and not the—to them—unknown
tongue of the schools and houks.

I believe thut one of the Lost rules
for making sermons in the utter disre-
gard of all rules. L

I believe that red tape and & waut of
common sense have wrought a world of
mischief in the Church.

Ibdieve that this is a pretty good
sort of a world after all; and thatat is
o blessed thing .o live and work and
suffer here if these are done for Christ.

I beheve that tho man who is not
Lated and slandered by somoe is not of
much account.

I belicve that he who is always whin-
ing about the hard times and personal
troubles is a disgrace to Christianity.,

I believe that tho first stop towards
repairing & broken fortune is'to w.ke a
gencrous ofiering to the Lord,

I believe that the *wisdom of this
world " is as much at fault m managing

j wuney matters, as in devising a schee

of salvation.
I Lliove that deeided convictions and

s0 v ashked the mimster. - Weel, nae. | stand the vuice of God in nature, we their fearless expressiun will comnmand

budy:got ony one thing by him, uud‘
mony lost.” .

ought to enter her.templo with the Bible \
in our hands,

respeet evenfront its bitterest opponents,
—Dresbytercian Indax,



