
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

for the treatment and prevention of the prevailing "pileumonia."e The
results of this mass iloculation will be available shortly for publication,
but at the preselit juflcture it is flot possible to say more than that the
resiilts have been most satisfaetory and si"i.ficant and go far to, support
the attitude taken Up, inl this paper in regard. to the etiology of pneu-
monia and other respiratory infections.

[t appeared necessary to, introduce this subjeet ini this way ini order
that it may be appreciated that although no statistical evidence wvill now
be produced, these conclusions have a definîte experimental and experi-
ential basis, which will be elaborated in a later publication.

METHO» OF INVESTIGATION.

it is not întended to mininiize the importance of the recognition of
the various antibodies which have been identifled sud described from, time
to timie during the last, twenty years. It is by sucli means that we are
able to appreciate something od the struggle, which goes on between patho-
genie micro-organisms and the body, and the nature of the varions i-
,Munological processes called. into play. In reent years the extraordin-
arily interesting phenomenon which, has been named "Anaphylaxis" has
attracted considerable attention. Mucli remains to be learned in regard
to thia most important factor in immunity problems,4 and it woulld appear
that a dloser study of anaphylaxie as applied to, the employment of vac-
cines and sera for the treatment and prevention of infective diseases, will
gupply the missing link in the chain of evidence required for a more coin-
plete understaiidiflg of what takes place when these therapeutie agents
are eznployed! Since Richet 'a pioneer work, an outatanding publication,
j. ]Beeredka 's "Anaphylaxie et Antianaphylaxie." Beeredka shows that
the danger of anaphylactie shock ln a sensitized individual eau, be pre-
vete by the administration by varions routes, of small dose of the par-

ticiijar seruin applicable. Such a protective injection lie names the cianti-
awaphylactic" injection. It is necessary to emphsize the importance of
these phenomnelia here, as the writer is flrmly couvinced, that these factors
pla~y a very important part in vaccine and seruin therapy, especially i
therpetic inoculation. ifn no0 group, of diseases are anaphylactie phe-
».omena more evident and important than in the group of respiratory
diseases under consideration. No -satisfactory explanation can otherwise
b.e offered of the fact that an injection of mixed vaccine of moderate
otegh such as is cornmonly used for prophylactic inoculation against
repiratory oatarrhs, when inoculated into an individual comparatively
~.e of catarrh produce very littie local reaction and practically no0 gen-
eral reati<n; if the saine dose be inoculated in the saine individual in the
pregence of an aute respiratory " cold " or catarrh, the local and general


