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An example of how the Statute is made inoperative is in evidence in
the city of Toronto, where, Jast year, the enlightened (?) Board of UEiu-
cation repealed the law in respect to vaccination in the schools. One of
the most influential journals in the city thus refers to Oie mattcr:

"VAcCINATION IN THE ScIUOI.S.

"It is a reflection on the intelligence of Toronto that vaccination in
the schools is flot conpuisory. Tlher,- ,hould, at least, bc an attenipt te
repeal the reactionary resoluijon wvhich the Board of Education adopted a
yeai ago. We may admire the zeal and respect the motives of the anti-
vaccinationists, but there is too rnuch at stake for us to submiit tarnely to
their authority. There is danger that if wve persist in thc policy of non-
vaccination some future cpidemiic will enter with such deadly effects into
our sehools, factories and g-reat business establishments that our growth
wvil1 bc retarded, our industrial interests imperilled, and our trade con-
nections broken for a decade. "

The city of Montreal had its lesson. There iii 1875 there wvcre anti-
vaccination riots, and as a consequence rnost of its younger population
werc Ieft without the protcction of vaccination. In 185, sniallpox was
introduced from Chicago. It landed upon fertile soi]. Tlhree thousand
one hundred and sixty-four persons died of the disease; of these, 2,71',
were children under ten ycars of age! \'hile the [carful loss of life wvas
by far the most serious matter, there wvas, in addition the ruin of the
city's trade and the loss of millions of dollars. History has a trick of
reptating itself, and who caiî say that Tloronto or any other place, whose
rulers are so culpably and wilfully ignorant, may not suifer in a similar
manner. The value (Jf vaccination lias been s0 often and thoroughly
tester] that it seen's nothing less than criminal that the cxisting laws are
not strenuously en&c,rced. Fortunately for our peuple, the epidemies ef
smnallpox %which wve have had in Ontario for the last five or six years
have been of a mild character, and thanks to the vigilance of our hcalth
authorities have been vigorously stampcd out, but the cost lias been con-
siderable. 0f the total sumn of two hundred and ninety-one thousand
dollars ($291,o86,48) spent by the Province for health purposes in the
last twenty-five ycars, $49,270.71 'vas expended for the control of small-
pox, and this but represents a smiall portion, because the greater portion
of the cost has been borne by the various municipalitics involved. For
example, in my owvn town, live cases cost in the neighborhood, of $8oo,
not to speak of the Ioss of trade which existed for months. This is but
the usual experience of hundreds of places throughiout the Province. A
thorough vaccination and re-vaccination %vould ere long stamip out the
disease if wve are Io be guided by the experience of other countries which
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