
SURGERY OF THE STOMACH.

du to Oie extension of tie ulcer, ór (b) as a result of the heal-
ing of the. ulcer there mav be fornmed a. certain degree of
cicatricial contraction which in itself will constitute an
obstruction.

3rd. In order to overcome this obstruction the remaiiing
portion of te stomnacli musculature will become hypertrophied.

4th. This is certain to be followed by muscular exhaustion
and relaxation, and this will result in gastric dilatation.

5th. No sooner iad this occurred, than the pylorie obstrue-
tion is still furtier increased by the fiact that the lower margin
of the greater curvature is depressed far below the level of
the pylorus, ad aill of the. food must not oly be forced
titrougli the already obstructed pylorus, but it must also be
elevaued to the level of the latter aperture.

The fact that in the normal stomacli every portion is dra.wn,
to a higlier level thian the pylorius, as the organ is forcing its
contents into the intestine, has been shown very bcautifully
by Betttman, and more recently by Cannon.

(1th. In te. mîeantine, another condition lias arise. which
will prevent lealing. The obstruction, togethei- with the sac-
culation, gives rise to the accumulation of residual food in the
dilated stomnach, which lunldergoes decomposition il. place of
digestion. TI this mainer, all of tie. fresh food is vitiated by
beintg mixed with the decomposed residual food remnanîts in
tlie stomnach. In this ianner, each successive condition makes
the previous st.atC of things more grave, ln the meantime,
t.wo other conditions have arisen -whici will serve to prevent
the tendency of healing in the ulcer.

7 th. Alïmost i mtmediately after the beginning of a gastric
ulcer, a great amount of mucus is secreted. apparently to pro-
teet the diseased surface. This, however, causes tlie food to
becoie coated. and tiis in turn interferes -with gastrie diges-
tion. This condition is followed gradually by the secretion
of au iercased amnount of hvdrochlorie acid. which is un-
doubtedIlv te physiological remedy for facilitating the diges-
tion of food covered with mucus. With the increasing acidity
of the stomach contents, the chances of iealing of the iLcer
is greatly rednced, and it- extension is practically certain,
hence each one of tie coniditions i in becomes more and
more exaggerated, and conditions go from bad to wors.e, uinless
a radica change is establishd wVhethcr by internaI treatment,
or if this prove ineffective, by surgical operation. I have
lad au ontortunity to verify tiese clinical observations in a
verv large nunï'ber of patients sufferin fron gastric ulcer,
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