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patient at the time of administration, as well as the have been taking wine, beer (ale or porter) or spirits
time and mode of giving it, with all the proper for years to strengthen then, and still tbey are as
tests should be reduced to a system or science as is feeble as ever. The remedy in such cases is discon-
the case with the administration of other drugs, else tinuance of stimulants, and substitution of wholesome
the prescription is mere empiricisn; and, where plain food, at proper times, and regular intervals.
it forms part of a plan of Hospital treatment, a They have been given during convalescence to pro-
careful and comprebensive set of observations should mote recovery, with what benefit multitudes who have
be made with regard to its administration in various watched the recovery of patients with and without
classes and conditions of disease, to shew the bene- them can testify. These recover only so rapidly as the
ficial results, if any, obtained froi the practice in the food which they eat is assimilated or appropriated,
way of more perfect recoveries and lessened mortality, and this is never improved by alcoholic stimulants.
or the opposite ; else the whole system of alcoholic Besides, there is no class of remedies so much misused
medication is a tissue of fallacy, and based upon as are alcoholic stimulants, which have been made by
suppositions and deceptive theories which have not many almost a qiniversal panacea. In concluding-
their demonstration in fact, and are, therefore, mire I repeat, that in ne disense bas their use been more
and quicksands to those who put dependence in abused than in fever. it is true that there are con-
them. ditions in typhus fever, and frequontly in typhoid

Alcohol used externally to fresh wounds, cuts and foyer, where a stimulant becomes nocessary, but in

amputations, affords a valuable dressing by its power such cases, in my opinion, the proparatiens cf am-
of solidifying the albuminous tissues, thus forming monia are more safe and certain, and mach easier
a superficial covering better than collodion. It controlled. Besides they do uot interfere with the
may be useful also in cases of temporary pros- absorption cf nilk or other nutritious aliment. In
tration, where there is no actual wasting disease, short, there can bo ne doubt that.alcohol is contra
and in great and sudden prostration from severe -indicated in ail diseases dependent upon the pro-
mechanical injuries, and in syncopefronm sudden loss sence cf a lood poison for their cause, and which
of blood, (as after some operations, in uterine hem- are invariably cf a depressing character, as in typhus
orhage, &c,,) fright, or from a sudden violent effort, and typhoid, the esathems, erysipelas, &., &c.
but a continuance of the remedy would invariably pro- Tiese diseuses roquire an eliminitive and supperting
duce increased -weakness. If given during the chills or restorative plan cf treatment, cf which alcohol
of ague, they only increase the reaction or fever, and cannet frcm its nature form a part.
in diarhoea or dysentery, if they do not at once relieve, In prcparing the presont article, I have kept a two-
they are sure to aggravate by increasing the irrita. fold objeot in view, namely, whiie advocating my own
tion in the gastrie or intestinal mucous membrane- opinions te reproduce the views and observations of
Dr. Paris (author of Dieteties) says: ' their habit- others who vicw the subjeot in the sane light.
ual use induces more than half of all our chronic I have thus inquired at saine length into the most
diseases." They are often taken for weakness to give important conditions under which alcohol is adnin-
stronth, and many feoble persons, especiaay ladies ed and I ati unabl te arrive at any other con-

clusions than that alcolid stimunts, in noist
liquid. Absolute alcohol beina n 100, and water 0. This is

CI ~ ~ uc cases, ni my opeiion, thue repraiodsnsfabl-

fb s tost convenient plan; or by Beaués, or the Pharma-imen
ceutical Ilydronieter, Niili indicate at the sanie trne, h but on the contrary, are most deceptive and illusory
specifl gravity anc percentage cf alcoliol by wcight ut a adjindctsto the ordinary treatpent of disease.
texperature 'of 150 c., or 600 fM. Second, by the spo- The t e is comin whon the alcoholie,adicatin
rzaaeter of M. Gresrer, i ofn, whica indicades the amount yf pus

cohol by the tension cf vapnur dt a certain temperaturee e

(1730) frn the fluid containing alcobol, forcing up a colur and most indefensibe medical errors cf anthe past.
of mercury. Third, Dr. Pirkes' inethod by the process of EDITOR. MEOAL R.Econo.-rDearr Sir, -ptSince
evaporatioùà and the use cf a urinomneter. 1ourth, by the writin- the article now being published nyour peri-
alcohofometer, as used by lre.a l y, the st oati ng cf o

The percentage being scertained it is easy t calculte o t s

the dose cf absolute alcohol administered by the me cf report cf the Mentreal General Hosputalb, gjving the
tbree as folovs. A bottle cf sherry, 3 half piats, contaiaiIg death rate in Typhoid Fever as 28 eut cf 69 cases, or
24 oz.s cf a stength cf free 15 teo 25 per cent. Say 20 Per 4058 per cent, I have been iformed by Dr. Howard
cent. Then as 100: 20:: 24 4.80 oz. cf absolute alcohol being 10,t t ahn water o. Tii

ia 24 yd. Now in each wincglass t2 o this woud givc cretat that tim i tthet tune ort os 4e,
.40 cf an oz. of absolute alcohol ad binistered in eatc wiae-
glass of such wne. And se with ther beverages. net 28 eut cf 69, as appears in the report. A


