FARRELL—TUBERCULAR ARTHRITIN, 119

all important.  This applies to every manifestation of tubereular disease,
and not. less to disease in the joints thau in other parts of the Lody.
| The reason that we see so many eases requiring vescetion or even ampn-
tation is an nnpu[cct dmnm»\h in the carly stage. And the imperfeet
,‘_1111"'110&.1\ Fam sorry to say, is, ulu e “the result u' want of care than
"j‘of want of knowledge. B ‘Lhm oigh, be eareful, and strive alwavs to

ake an czulv 411,101105 T y
,\u\\' is diagmosis easy . in’ tlxc Hrst stage ! l() tl\c caveful, yes: to the
du» no. =1 hv sy mptmm are xmt prominent, the discase is insidious

<

L
Sinits, UH\Lt,wlIl(l [requently it heeomes fully established and part of the

Jolnt s atlected before the p.ttlcnt shews any severe synptoms. Tn et
the symptoms are often so slight in the beginning that many—perhaps
»thcnm]ont) —of the cases do not sk alvice iul* sixoor eight weeks after

~the disease 1s established.

When the child is brought to the surgeon, inquiry will usually elicit the
informationthat themotherhasnoticed the child toappear, at times, unwell.
There may have been no complaint of pain, but very likely a linp may
have been oceasionally observed. - This limp is most likely to be detected
towards the end of the day. Tt is usually absent after the night's rest,
and it may not be present every day. Some days the child may walk
well. while on other days it manifests a distinet limp or hale.  As yeb
there will probably be no particular painand no uncasiness.  The mother
usually Bnds an explanation for the symptoms in some slight injury
which the ehiid sustained a short time before, and she expects that the
stifiness and soreness of her child will wear away ere long.  Not

until she has waited for what she considers a reasonable time, and sees
~ no improvement, does she seek the aid of the surgeon.

It 3§ probable that the exciting or determining eause of a tuberenlar
avthritis is very often trauma, which may, to appearances, be but slight.
o And unfortunately it is by no means unusual to vefer the pain, ov the
" soreness, or the stitfuess of conunencing joint disease to the slight injury

from which the commencement of the trouble is so freqnently dated.
Not suspecting the gravity of the ease, the mother applics domestic
remedies and puts the child to bed,  And, adding to tlie deceptiveness of
the condition, a day or two of rest is often followed by amarked remission
in the symptoms, and perhaps for ten days or a fortnight the child may
appear quite well. Then,after a hard day’s play, the painreturns, with the
halting step and the stiffhess. So the symptoms back and Hil Tor four,
or five, or six weeks, until the ¢hild is finally breught to the surgeon.



