
CLINICAL LECTURE.

question of the life or deati of the patient ; it is a sublject too, if ever
there was one, that invoives nùtters of pure surgeorv, ani nothingt but
pure urgerv. 'Tie matter ini hand is, tierefore, emin-entlv prac ial ; it
is usefil rather thanx ornamnental. I sm not choosing sîmething for vou
out ,f the coimon, such as tying a ligature on the aorta, Ai oplex i(on
I hope yu n ill never be eall.d on to attempt, ncr i cithir: our is it
reset tion of the acetiaitilm or knxee witi pathuta gi- aut qopies and ail
the re.t of it ; ne, it is the si iple subject of tal piig the hi idder ·n
rete-tion of urine.

Now, you ail knov perfectly wl1 vhat retention of urine mean-, so
I n*e<d flot -o. as is cîist. 'nxarv, ilto anly learnxed detinitions, 1 ''riiaps,
we wiil sav it is -a .ondition of things in which tere existb an inability
of ti t iladder, to get rid of its contents ;" tiat n il] serve for a defini-
tion as vell as anivthing, else. No one widi his sen-es about him now
confuse- retention of nine and suppression,* so we need not d well on
the g od olil diagnostic marks of the books tiat sou read on that point;
then inîcontinence if urine, of coure, we havi nothing to do witi.

Well, îo mnuen for thai. I think if I read vou the ca-e, whiich f ,ms
the text, as it were, of the present lecture, you will be able to foliw me
better.

A man, a-ed fifty-tw o (ini N,. 8 bed), desc'ibed as one of the better
sort of eabmen, ini ralher good circunstanices, was brougit to thiehospi-
tal iii Cliris'mas week. We are told by hiimself that, for a period
extentding ovtr somethini like eihteen year, h had liai slighit symp-
tom< of stricture, but prier to his admission to the liospital he never
iad had severe retention of urine, or antihing at ail !ike lis present
%utffeung from inability of the blalder to expel its contents. 'Vell ! the
house.urgeon tried in vain to pass several mnstruments ; warn baths
an,! warm omentation, to te hypogastrie region were tried , catheters
of val ious kinds ; siiall doses cý opiuml ; lyoseyamus, &c.

3th.--Atempt- made vit h various catheters ; lie vas oroered liot
bath again, and to have tinct. opii 40 drops ; the swelling of the hypo-
gastrie region is very considerable.

3 1 ý.-Twelve 'îiock.-I ordcred opiate enema of starchin a very
s all quaîtity, so as to ',be retaiiied in the rectimo, and about a dracim
ef tilet. opii. Two o'clock.-1 saw iim again and eighit ounces of
urine lias comle am av niiider tie rehasing effect of the opium, which was
directed to hie continuel as well as the fomentations, &c. Eighut Q'clock.

Suppre-ion of urine means an interruption of the secretion of that fluid
none being formed or discharged ; examples of this affection were very common
in the choiera of late years.


