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adjust ats action, so as to curry on the {unction of cireulation without
maniftst distnrbance.®  But on the cecurrence of any general disturb-
ance of the system, the sigas and svmptows of a diseased heart are sud-
denly developed,” Stokes, p. 133. .

Whalshe says, =~ Though these discascs be anatomieally incurable, their
worst fanetional efficts may le long, in suvue cases indefinitely, averted
by measnres accordant with a common-sense view of their nature, apd
natified by experience.  Whatever be the valve implicated, the treat-
ment is directed pot towardsits own distase, but towards the moderation
or prevention of iypertrophy of the mnscular substance of the heart, or
dilatation ot the cavities. Pructicaliy, the treatment of valvular discascs
comes to be that of hypertrophy and difatation.”

In this diseasc. perhaps weore than any other, the patient may be said
to bear his life, or rether its prolungation in his own hauds, provided ne-
cessity does not impose its jron shackles to prevent his using due
precautions.  Should he be reckless and improvident, vicious and
debauched, stimunlating the circulating system by physical and moral
excitement, he will soon feel the cifects of his own imprudence : while
the contrary deportment; habits of temperance and sobriety, and a pru-
dent recolleetion of the necessities of his case may extend lis life for
many years.

1:dd, by way of appendix. two cases of the * cas rares” description,
which are intcresting from their sympton:s.

Case V.
Severe Ague ?—Adherent Pericardium—Aneurism of Aorta—IFlouting
Concretion within Aorta.

February 21, 1833.—Miss McG—,aged 18.—0un Ist of October last
was attacked with rheumatism (acute) which lasted six weeks; was
attacked again about Christimas, wnd was suid to have had considerable
pain abont the region of the heart, which was not attended to. Wiien
I saw her, she was hot, breathing very fast, with frequent full pulse, a
very loud bellows murinur, especially at second right cartilage, where
no second sound could be detected ; at other puints, it could,

* Corvisart ohseryves :—When we reflect how small the apertme friqueatly isin these
contractions, we cannot but wonder how hife can go on for many years with such an orga-
nic derangement. 1f such an obstacle to the airculation were to form suddenly in a healthy
Person, speedy death would probably be the consequence; but as these affections are of
slow growth, nature seems capable of accommodating besse!f, to a certan degree, to such
a poweitul impediment gradually foimiug to oppose the free excrcise of her laws.—Hebb’s
Trane. p. 193.



