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were lampooned and his discovery written against-that
Democritus was pronounced a madman; Roger Bacon,
a sorcerer,-that epilepsy, St. Vitus's dance, and mer-
ous other diseases were ascribed to demoniacal posses-
sion, the phenomena of electrical and galvanic appara-
tus, to the agency of spirits-that the devil was declared
really to be the chief personage, though disguised, in the
lodges of freernsons-that the truths of the Ihysiology
of the brain, of the lacteals, and then of te lymphatics,
bark, antimony, the stethoscope were pronounced to
be no truths. Let us recollect all this, and then let us
ask ourselves with what sentiments we, at the distance
of a couple of geierations froin the decriers of these
truths, now regard their opposition, and then let us Jeter-
mine that coming generations shall not so regard us, but
that they shal be obliged to confess, that however stipe-
rir and advanced they rnay be be in science, they do
not excel us in our attachment to it; and that we have
heen guided in tUe present and every other inquiry we
have instituted, by a love of truth, of progress, and there-
fore of God and his revelations. And above a]l, let us
remember that our Heavenly Father does not find any
satisfaction in I the deep earnest cries" of suffering hu-
manity*-" does not find pleasure in the death of' him
that dieth ;"t but that on the contra ry, God's love for us
surpasseth that of a mother for lier tender bahe.‡ Yea,
" The Eternal, the Eternal is a merciful God and gra-
cious, long.sufTering, and abundant 'in goodness and
truth ."§

Montreal, February 28, 1850.

ART. LVII.-Report of the proceedings of the Sanitary Corn-
mittee of the Board of Hcalth, in relation to the Cholera
as it prevailed in New-Yorlc in 1849. New-York: 1849.
Pamphlet. Pp. 106.'
Ve have delaved noticing this valuable report, until

the present moment, im the hopes that we rnight have
appended some observations on the progress of the
choiera in this Province ; WC have no means cf ob
taining this desirable information except from an oi-
cial report of the Central Board of this Province, es.
tablished last year. We are not avare whether such a
report has been presented to the Government; but the
Profession and the public have, it seemos to us, some
right to demand it at their hands.

The first case of cholera which appear ed in New-
York, occurred ont the 14th of May, and on the 16th
the sanitary comittee was appoitnted, and invested
with full powers by the Board cf Iealth. According-
ly, recognizing the value Of the follo wing circum.
stances in reference to the origin and propagation of
the disease, they assumed themi as the basis of, and
guide in, their operations.

4 Ex. xxii. 20-27. t Ezek, xviii. 32
ai. xlix. 15 Ex. xxxiv, 6.,
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lst-Tiat the general cause of the disease appears te exiat in
the atmosphere.

"n(1-Thîat in attacking individuais, the diseaso genorally
g rd'cs notice of us approchfi by some preliminary symnptoms.

'a3rd-Tlnt these preliminary symptons are usually under the
control of edicine, and being arrcsted, the further development
of the diseac is preventcd.

Mlttî--nolt the agency of various excitinL( causes is generally
nccessaiy (o develope the disease. Among these causes the prin.
cipal are the existence of filth and impericet ventilation, irregu.
larities and imprudencies in the mode of living, and mental dis.
turbance.

Theyforthwith established hospitals in such succession
and in suclh parts ofthe citv, as the spreading of the
disease required, until the whole number arnounted (
five. They accomplished a thorough purification of
the city; indicated in publications, and enforced the
necessity, of caution, as regards diet and regimen, and
finally took means to afford in abundance, prompt and ef-
ficient medical relief. Some important reports conclude
the pamphlet. The first of which, is that of Dr. Gréer
resident physiciau of the city of New-York, which is
drawn up with great ahility: after detailing the' pro
gress ofthe disease through the several wards of the
city, he gives a synoptical view of the general 'veekly
mortality from May 19th to Oct. 13th; on which
latter day the disease ceased. Firomi it, we glean(tbat
the total nortaility was 15,219 ; of which, 5017 per-
sons died of cholera asphyxia, 901 of clholera,iufantum,
226 of cholera morbus (sporadic ?), 615 of diarrhoea,
949 ofdysenterv, 378 of inflammatory affeèctionS, and
other diseases of the stomach and bowels ; exhibiting
a proportion of 8064 out of the w'hole mortality, -
curring fron diseases of alimentary canal. The, total
nortality for the corresponding period of 1848,&as
6362, and the total nortality fron bowel affections,,of
that number, was 1565. The result of practide tinhje
five cholera hospitals, is thus summed up. The total'

unumer admitted, vas 1901 ; deaths, 1021 ; cured,
880; furnishing a per ceutnuge of cures of 46.29, and
of deaths, of 53.71.

Under the auspices of the Sanitary Committeese
veral important investigations were instituted in rrfd
to the chemical condition and constitution of the at-'
miospherie air. These were intrusted to the chargeo
Prof. Ellet. We extract the most interesting or-
tions of this report :

"The observations of Dr. Frotut, made in London in the year
1832, secmed to indicate the presence of a foreign body in the at.
mosphlere ut tiat time and placc-prescnting itself sinua'neoùsily
with the appearance, and continuiig throughout the duration of
the cholera in that ycar. Assuming the correctnes 'of -Dr.
Prout's experimenîts, and that the existence of the same disease
amongst us at the presncit time, would be probably attended with'
a sinilar change in the condition of the atmnsphere.it seemehd de-
sirable to inistitute rigorols experinents upon the atbjeet. Ith're
fore deterniined tri submit large inasses of air tu such pro'esses
as would bc calculated to insulate from it, and preEent in O ,ep


