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'which,' if successf'ul, wvi1I probably bringr about a complete revolution
in. our commercial marine,-is buit of iron, and that however ftilly,
iu other respects, the expectations of bier projectors miaýy ho answvered,
lier success cannot be deeined perfect while this elemient of diffiinty
aud dangyer reomains. Nor eau I omit to calI on the Institute to join
wvith mne in deploring t1he death. during the past year of à distingnishied
phIilosoplier, whose niane is especially connected Nvith this subjeet,
and te whom. most of the iniprovements in the correction. of the
Mariner's compass are due. 1 allude to the lamented Dr. Scoresby.

The hiopcftul anticipations which wvcre indulged in at our last an-
nual meeting, l'especting the Atlantic telegraph, have not as yet
been realized. But wie may stili, I firmhy believe, continue te, in-
dulgye t hem, and treat thieir realization as merely posùponed. The
disappointrnent of hast season lias liot shaken confidence iii the ulti-
mate sticcess of the undertilcingr. The check that lias been met
'%with wvill but stimnulate the ardor and ingenuiity of these who are
entruisted with its execution. Nothing lias happened to croate a
doubt tlîat the end is attainable, and thiat the mneans, in important
particulars at least, are w-cil adapted te, attain il. No uLnforeseon.
obstacle of an insurmountable character lias beon found; ner bas,
anything happened Niiceh should givo risc to a fear that any suchi
obstacle iii reahity exists. The accidentai faiilure-for it is to be
loolzcd upon in no w-orsc lighlt,-ni ay possibly give risc to, some,
change in the details of execuition, and miay suggest fnrther precau-
tiens and stili more careful proparatieus for the next attempt. The
indispensable qualifications of those eînployed in the workc; their
steady subordination and undevi-atingy compl iance with the direction s
giveia for their guidance ; and the undivided-1 had alinost said-
despotic-anthority eo' the one master- mid whichi is to, superini-
tend, wvill ne douibt ho sed'ulously seeuired, aud undor the blessing eof
that Divine powver whvichl rulethi the ragingr of' the winds and the-
sens, we shahl shortly behiold the O1d and the New World b'onglit
closer together by the rapid interchange of friendly and imutually
advantageous communications. And viewing, the electî-ic chain w hich
shall this îînite themn as a bond of pence and good ivill beLiveen the
descendants of ene comnmon stock, w-e nîay w-cIl from our ininost
hearts echo the dying words of father Paul, 1.'stp~pt~.

Buit ifle, the practical application or the discoveries of science t(>
thc intercouirse eof nations, is calculated te produce such widely
extended andi beneficial resuits, its study and eultivation generate
among( its followers a large and geucrous spirit indepondent; of national


