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Th'le geographical features are rather remarkable -the group, forms an
irregular trianigle, the sides of which 'are about 720, 6oo and 200 miles
long. They lie within the influence of the trade winds, and inside the
zone of hurricanes, wliich often do miuch daniage, as the islands are
miostly small ind low, ustially under i00 feet above tide level, the loftiest
flot over 400, wvhile often they lie almost even wvith the w~ater. In com-
position they are chiefly wvhite sandstone or coral rock more or less
disi ntegrated, often wvith sand beaches of dazzling whiteness. Situated on
the edges of coral banks, often of a miost dangerous character, and ,vithi s0
little.of commercial attractiveness, wve find most of the trade betwveen the
Bahamas and United States to consist of " fruiting," whichl is carried on in
small schooners of froni 150 to 200 tons burthen, plying chiefly between
tlPe island ports and Baltimore.

XVith this rather extended preliminary accounit, atntention may now be
directed towards the inisect fauna. The first researchies we made in this
direction were on Egg I sland, May 12th. This is a sm-all wooded isiet
about a mile in lenigth and 67 feet high ; on tlie topnliost point is situated

lighthoiise, while the be-zchi along the harbour is adorned wvith an exten-
sive cocoanut grove. Ai*riving about six o'clock in the evening, a short
tril) wvas made ashore, one of the objects in viewv being the capture of fire-
flies, wvhichi could be seen fiitting arouind in the thickets. Only one could
be captured, howvever, and this proved to be a Pyrfz s C euso

Elaterid beetle in which the lighit is emitted from two wvhitish spots, one
on each side near the hind angles of the prothorax. This lighit is under
the control of the inisect to some extent, since twvo or thiree of the beeties
that were knocked down became at once invisible, wvhen thiey could cer-
tainly have beeni seen liad the liglit continuied. It 'vas found later that in
such cases the Pyi-opioezzs could often bu~ taken by carefuilly feeling in
the dark for it-placing theî)almn of the hand fiat on the ground over the
spot wliere it w~as thoughit the specirnen hiad fallen, and its presence
wvould then be betrayed by its 'lsnapping " in the rnanner of most elaters
whien pressure is applied.

Next miorning another opportunity wvas afforded for going ashore, and
by beating bushes over an umibrella a good numiber of additions wvere
made to, the collections of Coleoptera, though searchi along the beach anid
lagoons yielded no CicihdelidaS nor Carabidoe wvhatever. It is probable that
they are rare on the island, as they seem, in fact, to be ini niost spots in the

292


