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3rd September 1861 closed a brilliant, but unfortuniately for bis couni- conelude, but not without expressing my sincere wish and earnest
try andtbe cause of letters, a brief career. H1e studied law and became hope that neither bis great honors and arduous labours in the State,
a Barrister. The severer study wbich hits profession requircd, did flot nor his important and'useful efforts in the cause of Education and the
binder himi froni cultivating that poetical grenius, and it was of the intellectual improvement of bis fellow country-men, will ever hinder
higbest order, of whichbchocave proof wbilst yet at school. Hie rote him t romn cultivating as be bas hitherto so nobly and successfully
chiefly in '- L'Alveeir" and the "lJournal de l'Instruction 1Publique.- done, the Society of the Muses.
0f the latter publication hoe was for somne tiîne assistant editor. Sortne 1 shall now invite you to consider the monits, as a Poet, of an anthor
of bis poetical compositions have been selected for publication in the. wbose principal worki is the History of Canada. You already divine
"lRépertoire Nationtal." 0f these an oriental piece, Il Dayelle*", ne- that 1 allude to Mr.. F. X. GARNEAU. Wben I mention the llistory of
markable for its flowing huites, its eastern imagrery and ardour;- Il lle Canadaasthe onegreat literary achievemnent of tbis eminent Caniadian,
J)ying ]Iiron to his Favorite Oak Tee,' equally lowing,> but wbcncin I speak more according, to the opinion generally prevalent in Canada,
the Indian does not appear ini bis usual stoical character; bis IlCenius than my own judgnient. Tbis opinion is no doubt well founded, for
oftlhe Forests' whicb combines boldness witb eleganttce, -inay bc ail it is entortained and cxpressed by the leading Litterateurs of the
safely mcentioned, 1 conceive, as fair specimens of the produictions Country. But it must bc acknowledged that the Canadian people,
of Mn. Lenoir's genius. HissIl Fête d(lietle will always be read with literary mein and al, could not fail to be agrreeably affected when thcy
pleasture in Canada. And they of foreign cli mes, who mayhap cannot found that the tile of their carlior settlement and their more recet
admire ita nationality whichi, however, it sets forth in a very amiable colonial existence could be bandled by a man of sucb talent and higb
ligrht, will be comipelled to acknowledge its poetical menit and its culture as Mr. Garneau, and that it came from bis elegrant and flowing
trutb of sentiment. Tbis elegant composition pays well deserved peni-a work of sucb calibre and importance as to be dignifled witb
bornage to the Canadian people. Long may they retain the uniso- the naine of llistory. 1 ani fan from denying that it is a History. Lt
phisticated and amiable chiaracter wbich it so truly ascribes to theml is moreover, and surely justice demanda tMis admission, a work wbicb

,[ives proof of wonderful ability as well as of untiring industry. But,
........................ it migbit have been the fruit cf less exalted genius than that by
............................ wbicb Mr-. F. X. Garneau was distinguise.H arydutin

L'érable est sa couronne; bis travels, îiis conversations w. h sbofted. aoarly iedut iona
L'écharpe qu'il se donne, charactens of Enrope-witb Campbell the Poet, Mrs. Gore, the Histo-
Quoique noble, rayonne rian and Statist, MeGregcor, the patriotie Czatoriski, the Poet Niemce-

Moins que sa gaité franche et ses regards sereins!1 wicz,-bis intimate relations above ail, witb the Patriot Statesman of
Canada, Mr. Viger, wbo intnoduced bimt to the sciontifle world of the

........................ Fronich Capital, together witb superier talent and a taste for study,
Cette ..ba.n...e qui.d.p...e .migbit alone hiave qualified bim to become a writer of history. But

Nos couleurs sur l'or et la soie noure of these tliins,-not ail of tbemt combined eouid have enabled
N'est-elle pas bien belle à voir? biin to write so inucbh as one of bis many beautiful Poems. 1 ask, no

Dri-npsqecette brise excuse therefore, wben I claiîn Mr. F. X. Garneau as a Poot, and
Dirfaito eas lacqu ie maintain that as the author of se many exquisite poetical com~posi-

Qui fit poyersa lnce risetions, lie bolda a far higber position than as a writer of history. Talent
Anim sonbea casor nir!with labour and apportunity makes an Orater, an E ssayist, a ilisto-
Amish jai u d doceschoesrian. The Poet derives lus inspirations from a bigber source-fromndesroesgfiilevnan if tbere bc anytbing bigher ho can dlaim than tbiaDsfle, des perles, hiheist foontsteaso

Mais pour se contenter, il faut ihgf.ro taal.
Voir ce navire aux pleines voiles, Ailow nie now to give you an idea in a few words, of the opinion
Disant Je voguerai plus haut!" which cîninent crities have expressod in regard to Mr. Garneau'a

efforts as a bistorian. I shiall thon impart te yeu my view of bis
Quan ila droué ls pls d so baniéespoctical powers. The 11ev. Abbé Casgraiu alludingr to bis historyzays:

Quand le parvis dui temple a brui sous son pied, "C'est dans un élan d'enthousiasme patriotique, de fierté nationale
Le peuple était sublime !... Oh ! j'aime les prières blessée qu'il a conçu la pensée de son livre, que sa vocation d'histo-
Et les chants de ce Teiple où tout homme s'assied 1 rien lui est apparue. Ce sentiment qui s'exhalait à mesure qu'il

écrivait, a empreint son style d'une beauté mâle, d'une ardeur de
.............................................. ..... conviction, d'une chaleur et d'une vivacité d'expression qui entraînent

et 1) assi onne nt, -surtout le lecteur Canadien. On seut partout que le
Timne will not admit of more quotatiomîs or a longer neview. 1 frisson du patriotisme a passé sur ses pagea."1

must nioN in obedience to its denîands, take bcave Of -MR. LEiNoiRiliTe Coumit de Montalembert, biniself se well knowu as an Orator,
and pocoed te makze somne mention of other distingruislîod Peets Essayist, Critie, ilistonian and Statesman, also speaking of Mr.
wlîo have witten in French. You ivill not be stnrpriscd te Iear that Ganîîcau's histonical efforts admits that lie was atruck with admiration.
I nner amnong these sons of Canada wbo have (lotie 80 nîch lioner I"J 0 dirais volontiers, avec ce patriotique écrivainm,I" Que les Cana-
to their country, the lioN. PIERtRE J. 0. Ci.tuvEÂru LL. D., &c. diens soient fidèles à etux-nièmies, et j'ajouterai qu'ils se consolemnt
Altlioticb this gentleman inay be saiul to have comnicnced bis cancer d'avoir été séparés par la fortune de la guerre de leur mère-patrie, on

as-tg ot and wvas first koowmu as ai author, by lis peetical efforts, soîigeant que cette séparation loeir a doîmné des libertés etdos droits
bie bas since become su eminemît as a parI ianentary erator and a states- (lue la Franuce-,n'a su ni pratiquer, mni conserver, ni regretter 1 '" The
mnan, that we can hardly think of bin as a witeî cf verse. A nd yet, country of ivhicb snob a man as M. de Monîtalembert could 'thus
it is mn this Iat capacuty ouly that xvo cati consider Iiini liere this speak is surcly emtitied to its place ini bistor; anîd it is destiîmed, ne
eveingic, and offer bini thue well wonî moed of a passim, t oru gi. 1 doubt, to 611l a brigliter page than it bas been possible as yet to
caumot now, it is so late, enter upon a detailed roeiew of Mn. Chan- vite.
veau's pootical productions. Non is it necessany that I sbould do so. I do uot thiuik that îîuy jndgmnent evon as regards French Peetry,
lus fellow cotintry-men-the most cempetent judges,-bave already will ho uuestioned whon I pnoîîouuce Mn. Garneau the Lamartine of'
prenotinced thqin verdict. 1 need not say that it is a favomrable one, Canada. T'le samne ardour, the saine enthîisiasm, the saine vi-our cf
and iihlly coinpl imeuutanv te bis poutical grenius. Many of his eanlier thougbt and power of imagination charactenize biis compositions. His
11oemns wbîclî appeared ini the 'Oiiiiadiuani,'atnd other publications,were versification like Lanatine's, is bold, but like bis also, correct, oIe-
nepublislued ini the ' Répertoire Nationual' (1850),-an nindoubted proof gant amud flowing. H li as not written so much ; and in this ho bas
of the hi b appreciation in wlich tbey were hoeld. Altbougb an able done well, and lbas left oiilv P>oonus that do houer te bis meînery and
prose witer, Mi-. Chauveau bas nover ceased to contributo in verse will secure bis faine. I shah net înetend te say wlîieh are bis more
to the peridiocals cf the time. ' Le Gastor,' 1'Lc Canadieni' 'Le l'an- excellent pieces. Sncb of bis poetical works as 1 bave seen, are
tasque,''La Revue Canadieine,' 'Le Journal1 delt'istruction Pub lique' ini poinit of style beyommd any criticiisîn I night think of oxercisingr.
amni 'Les Soirées Canîadiennes' bave &Il been ennicbied by bis eumpos i- But the subjects cf sene înuîst neces9arily intest more than others,
tiomus anîd have becomue monuments to bis fame as a Poot, wlilst thoy amnd readers generally uilI make tlueir choice, not rigidly according
alhow at the samte tiîno, 1mw ably and bow elcgamîtly lie could wield te nienit, but rathen accom'din r to the imemeies and associations tlint
the pewerful weapon cf vigorous prose ini the cause of bis country will be revived ini tîeir mids. l'le I"Ràêve (di Soldat'' is a very fine
anîd bis couutry~s Literatuire. historical P"oem " La Pr-esse," a poýitico-pIiilosophicaI piece, us

l'le Hlonble. Mr. Chauveau uow for the third tiunc, lolds higb office uotbwithistanding its suject, fullcf' grand pootical i(leas and splendid
ini the state, as Piremier cf Quobec, having previously been Solicitor- imagcry; Il Lesm Oiseaux Blanics' is meplete with firme feeling expressed
General for Lower Catada, and Provincial Secretary. 1 must uow as a P oet ouîly cau express it. Il Les Exilés " in addition te being


