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schcine, and is set up, in opposition cd ; at other imies ivc consider it as
to the gospel, taking its rise froin relating to the sulbyect îvhomn it con-
the purity and hioliness of God's ccrns; and then îî'e nean the disposi-
nature and the esiential difference tions it creates ini tle lîcart of niai),
of good and cvii, prescribes a wor- and the conduct to ivAiclî it leads.
ship pure and lioly ; but it pres- The view we shail now take of it, w'ill,
cribes it to, mnen wîo, have lost their in some (legrce, irichude hotu these.
purity and holincss, and are no "Ne shall consider religion as a dis-
longer able to, perform the rigorous position qf heart, produced b?« the Ho/y
conditions ; it requires brick witlîout Spirit of God, by 'means of the word
allowing straw; exacting of men, in of truth, w/iich raises a mnan above t/w
tlieir present dlegenera-,te state, the pu- pursuits of the£ present iworld, lcads
rity and lioliness of uncorrupted reason him, to t/e wvorsLip and obedience of
and nature: it affords noc strength or God, and prepares 1dm for t/e enjoy-
assistance to men, to secure against ment of /waven. T1'le religion ive
sin; and wlien they hiave sinned, it advocate, is divine ini its crigin, spirit-
cannot give thcm any certain assur- ual in its nature, and hioly and benevo-
ance of pardon and forgiveness; so0 lent in its designs. Let us endeavour
that men, not being able to perforîn to examine this view of it, and sec
its conditions, andl having no sccurity liow far it is cahculatcd to, produce
of the mnercy of God without perforin- pleasure in the hearts of' those wîho,
ing theni, can have no scttled peace posscss it.
or satisfaction iii it." Sermon on Such is the unhappy state of nian,
Ep/t. ii. 18. that till an entire change takes place

It is a distingunishing, excellence of in bis nature, lie cannot possibly en-
Clwistianity, that it is adapted to the joy the fe!icîty of which bhis soul is
fahlen condlition of iinan :-it is glad capable, and for %îihicli it ivas origin-
tidîngs to perishing sinners. It secs ally created. he benievolent desiýgn
man far froîxi happiness, and hastina of the Creator ivas, that, the affections
rapidly to, ruin; and hike the aglof , of man should be phaced on bimsehf
mecy decends from the throne of Je- as the great source of bis happiness,
hovah, points to, the cross of thp Savi- and that lie should look to bis graci-
Our, directs the sinner to, seek the .ous hand for tic supply of -ail bis
favour of God throtigh the bhood of wants. So long as Adain did t0his,
atoneniient, and to ivalk in the path lie ivas filled witli cnjoyment, bot
of holiness, îvhieli nust confer pre- when hie turncd from Jehovali to seek
sent and conduet to future happiness. happiness in created good, hie became

Feîv words are used in a greater iniserable. Froin that period to the
latitude of meaning than is that of present, the dispositions of men have
Religion. We frequently use it îvith- been sinful,.-tmeir hcarts "lhave been
out conveying any very distinct ideas, fulhy set in them to, do evil,"-and an
and at sonie other times what wve mean awful progress lias been made in the
maybemisunderstood. Therearetwo, ways of iniquity. The ivorld lias
very distinet senses in whieh the word presented a sceine of dreadf'ul warfarc;
is emphoyed, and of ivhich it is of loi- the millions of iLs inhabitants have
portance to have clear viewvs. We formed a inighty army who have takeni
sometimes mean hy the term the objeci up the iveapons of rehellion, and ap-
which religion contemplates; hence peared against tic God whlo, made
wve speak offlic Rteligion of the Bible, them, resolving to cast off the restraints
and the Religion of Nature ; the of his law, an d to, ho govern ed by th eiir
Christian Rteligion, and the Pagan - own wvay-îvard inclinations, wvhich
flic Popih Rtàigion, anîd thc Rclbrîî1. 1 have furincd an allianîce %'ith Satan, the


