
SAYINGS 0F THE DAY.

IVhy lias God given us, to this bleak îsland of the northern sea, these
enormous and ever-increasing, blessings, this splendid history, this increas-
ing progress, this political freedom, this spiritaal enlighitenment, this
,nighty preponderance in the fortunes of the world ? Only think wvhat
the flag of the United Kingydom means.

What is the flag of England?
Ve have but My reefs to date,

Ye have but my seas to furrow;
Go forth, for it is there.

But now, tell me, wvhy are the marks of our restless enterprise visible in
every ]and ? Why is the ocean dotted with the sails of our ships and fur-
rowed by their numberless wakes ? Why have wve been pernîitted to turn
the expansive vapor into our pliant yet all-powerful slave, to seize the
lighitning by its wing of flame and bid it obediently flash our humblest
me2ssaglces round the gîrdled globe, througli tunnelled mounitains and the
ahyss of storrny seas ? Let uis flot mistake our truc strength and destiny.
it is not to le the accuinulators of the world's riches, or the carriers of ils
buirdens, or the manuf-acturers of its goods, it is flot to be the beast of
burden of the world, b)ut it is to be the evangelist of Christ. Our .great-
nc-i is no in (>ur iron, or our gold, or our flaniing furnaces, or our vast
factories, or our irresistible fleets, or our «Iall*conquering gunis "; it is Our
truc ànihood in Christ, it is iii the righiteousness of our national cbar-
atcter, it is in our faithfulness to that high mission whichi God, by every
indication of I-lis providence, hias so visib)ly iniposed upon us. His voice
lias called ibis nation, His finger lias beckoned to il, His hands of invis-
ibliu consecration have beeiî laid upon oui- heads. Christ bids us arise and
-%vin the wvorld for H-imn. And if wce neglect this high duty for rneaner,
bascr, and more se]fisli aimis, if we wvorship not God, but gold, the dlay will
conie assuredly wlien the lanmp of our church will lie utterly extinguislied
amlongsI the seven gotldlen candlesticks, and our cities will beconie like the
Sevei1 of Asia, wvhoie sites are ruins. wliosc narble is decay, and their
inscriptions devastation. Wc have a glory infinitcly greater hin that of
ancient lyre, we have a commerce traniscendently superior to that of
niedi-zval Venlice ; but) as that statesmian said ivhose statue is there, 'Iif
Nwe be not true to our duty, wvhat is thiere to prevent our glory froin fading

liethe Tyrian splendor, and tremlin(r like thie Vnta aae -e
inra, î Il.'cs/miiislr Ab/ev, on1 (t Our Nàitioii',e Dzdyj Io flic I~l.


