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O how wesk,
T4 mortal man? How teifling, how confined
118 scope of vision t=Pofl™d with contidenco,
s phiease grows big wath imortahty ,
Audhe poor jugect ofa sumumer's day,
Dreamg of oterunl honors 20 s name;
Ofendiess glory.and perenuia) bays.
110 idly reasoua of- Lternity-
As ol the weaig of agas,—when, alan!

‘Tep thansand thousand of his cenitries !
H

Are incomparisons, u little poin,
“L'oo trivial for account,

Man is 2 strange Yeinge Were thero
no othor evidence of this fact, the opposi-
-tiont whick: is overy whero mamiested to
the doetring of Universalism wopld be
sufficient to prove jt.  The untiing offorts
- to destroy - the holiest faith and sublimest |
aitidthat ever inspired the.wvind of mon |
i larisamglos—tho .immortality and blessed-
. “nesss of e world—are, in almost every in.
“stance, but so many evidences that man ot
“best 7 but a grovelling, selfish being—a-
like blind to his bestinteresis, and ungrate-
ful to the God who made him {-= ..

Itis not the mare Jact, however, that
this doctrine is opposed, and oppased, 100,
by good and pious men of which I would
comphim.  Tlere. is nothing strange in
this. Indeed it would be far stranger if it
were not the case, seeing thore arg so
many whom wé are bound to allow are

o re in--believeing it to beaf
doctrine: Béth. false and dangerousn the
estfémé:" Butit is the chnracter and style
of this opposition, which to tho candid and

- genérdus mind; seerhs so strange and un-
nataral—so-siitirely out of character with
the importace, the termendous mport-
ance;’ of the subject :  Tha, unhallowed
zeal <~ the disingenuousness— 16vity—in-
trigue—~ridicule—the unfairness, and want
of respect for those who think differéntly
—thio exulting tone, and tho evident dis-
position to conquer atall hazards, right or
wrong, which, to a greaterorless degree

. areso minifesﬂy apparent in almost every
apposing effort—hether written .or.oral.
Facts liko.these speak: wonderfully of the
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they may desiro 1 their benevolent hearts
a different staté of things—%a consumma-
tion nioro. davontly to be wished”—somo-
thing that would be more-honorable to God,
and desinble for man—yet there is tho

cntite creeds, and -s0  interwoven with
evory fibre and ussue of their faith, that
they cannot get yid of it, without the samne
ume cutting looso from every thing they
have been accustomed to consider sacred
and diine.  Such is the power of early
cducaton, and such the tenacity with
wiuch long established doctrines and opin-
ions chng about the wund—connected as
they often are with some ofour lioliest ro-
collections and associations—the teachings
and admonitions of a venerated father, the
prayers andtoars ofa sainted mother, the
happy scenes of youthful days, when all
was innocence and purity, Sabbath school
lessons- and acadenne remini and
last, though notleast, the roligious sancty-
ary, where first the mind was awakened to
the truth and importanco of diviiie things—
whtere first the heartiwas melted with pen-
itenco and love, and the beauties of the
Eternal World broke in upon the enraptur-
ed soul,filling it with visionsof glory and of
Heaven—together withn thousind other
golden links in Memory’s sacred thuin,
which go-to make up our world ofthe
Past—that"they becoame. ae it ware. part
and parcel of ourselves—constituent cle-
ments of oltr very nature, so that to dis.
card them Imost asTimpossible as (o
blotout the faithful records of the mind?
A doctrine however erroncous, cruel and
absurd, by long familinrity, clerical sanc-
tion, and sacred association, may come to
be considered of divine origin, and as well
authenticated as hny ariicle of religious
falth, or cven as the Bible jwself  Itisnat
strange therefore that wen should turn
away froh Universalism and shake their
heads in Wistrust and doubt; or that the
sentinels upon' the towers of their Zien
should sound tho alarm, the cnsigus of the
Cross set up their standards against it, and
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But turning from what ought to be, to
whatis, how sadly we nre disnppointed in
the reality ! How vastly out of character
is aearly overy thing that has been written

auful - doctrine, yunning through theirbo; saidin defonco of the monstrous dogina
ofgndless woo, or in opposition to the doct-
rine of Universal Redeption ! Instead
of being, as we should expeet, sober disqui-

sitons and arguments, clothed in candid,
salemn and respectful languags, and mark-
ed with grave and serious deportment—
evinclug the author'ssincerity as well as
his humanity, showing that ho was fearfol
ly aware of the shocking conclusions ha
was laboring to prove, and giving ovidence
of u realising and fecling of sense of the
awfulness of his subject—the termendous
consequences that niust follow ¥ his views
b ‘eorrect § instend of oll this, and often
withont any thing ‘of the kind, they are
more like the effusions of politisal part-
fzans ~ums serving demagogues, and
worldly aspirants, who seck to ficquire
famo and*fortune by the down.fl of their
rivals, filled with, light sayings, jests, ridi-

cule, witticims, cutting saccasms, low cun-

ning and vulgar abuse, to say nothing of
the unfuir and dishonest maneus ering, he
false1ssucs, and the under-handed advant-
ages, the seemingly wilful perversion of
reygn, the Bible, and. common sonse, and.
the reckless,dont-care disposition, indiffer-
cat to the consequences however fagatful
—betraying 8 mund ready to reyoice ata
faucied victory, though it be at thaexpense
and rainwfa world I Such 1t must be cun-

fessed 1s not the charater Lecoming the
opposition on 5o grave a question as tue

one A . :
fraught w ath suck fearful int rests to human- dortri e, of the awfulness of theidea ?

under consderuon —a  question
ity ; yet go where Mo may, jou wi

all \he wide range ot comirorversal werks

that rises entirely above !  Whelber it
be simply a book of detence, ot of ofience ;

or whether a written or o al distussion—

e ettt ooyt
It can hardly be supposed ‘that such

men ever think of tho sighs and tears, the
doubts and forobodings, that are oceasioned
in this world ofsorrow ang doath, by o
contomplation of this horrid doetrine 3 the
silent burning anguish and exquisite sufer-
ing which many n sensitive soul endures
from a dread of its truth—the maniac shriel,
and mad'ravi::g ofthose whoso meénds have
been destroyed by n realising senso of 115

hérrors ; much less can it be supposed that
they have any just conception of their sut.
Ject in frs awful reality : the heart rending
seenes of & Judgement Day, when famihes
and friends will seperate foreyor 3 and the
indiscribably wretched conditior of e
damned, who aro to be hurled down; down
to the abodes_ of unending woe—there 1o
suffer on and on, age aftor ago, throughout
the eycles of etermity ! No ! they surely
cannot think of these things :  Or-if they
do, their hearts have become callous; and
their cars closed up tu the crics of the sufien
ingand distressed—so that they can even
contemplate the infinite agonies of helr's
hapless victims, perfectly indifierent, witb,
outatear or a sympathetic sigh! Nay,
they can in view of it all, laugh and rejoice
ane' eauit in their might and ekill, and
their wonderful - achievements in proving:
that there issuch a hell and thet people,

and enough of them too, will Hav togo - °
there=<hus glorsingn thoir own shamels- -

But reader, how stands the case with
yonl Do you believe, or think vou be
lieve, in endless punishment ?  And have -

yru over reflected seriously upon this -

inonstrous subjeet 2 Did you over in‘m
sober thoughtful moments try to get a ve-

wlzing sense of the dreadfulness of the

Endless misery ! 1ntcronnable tormer s

imworta) agonies ! infini e
scarcely ind an hunoraole escepaun, o W10 agonies ! infinite and unceasing

woes '—inflicted 100 by a Beng whosc

name, whase natu e whose very essence 1
and debates on this sulycet. 1 hnow none " tu C 1 eIy essence 1s

wove! Cary your mind forword, my
friend, in'o the future ; imagine yourself
stthe Judgmont  The lastday has come
The rauntless willions of carth’s cluldier,

it will be found wotuly detectine 1 uns
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= the dodlricof Exgless Punishimentas the

wedkness and frailty of human nature.
With such ‘evidence-before ine, 1am;at
times, almostinclined to admit the doctrine
of Tota? chan-ny,x and to say =s did one
of old—tthe_heart is deccitful above ail
things, and desperately wicked 3

"That mon should be slow to beliove in
Universalism~a system %0 diametrically
opposed to ANl their long-reccived and cs-
tablished idcas of God, Religign, the Bible,
and the Object and Destiny of Man—is
not.to bo wondered at.  They have grown
up in, the bosom of 2 Church. which recog:
nizes 88 one of its fundamental principles

penalty of sin. Thoy readthe Bible as
they havebeen taught toread if, ns their
_Jathers before thew read it, 203 Gind there
-+ a'Heaven for the Fow, and a Hell for the
Many—Etectnal Feljeity for the Fauthful,

- and Unending Torments for the Wicked 1
 And howevor decply they may regret that

the defenders of the Faith, like the valiant
knights of old, come forth ith shield and
bucklor, sword in hand, to givé the enemy
baule! So long as the doctrine of cnd-
less punishmentand its kindred notions arc
held to e doctrines of Divine Rovelation,
so long will man oppose & system which
proposes-at once and without disgaise, to
sot them asideas vaganes' of the imagina.
tion—relics- of Barkarism and «Heathen
Superstition —100 menstrous and absurd 1o
to admit of a Heavenly origin, or tobe
eatertairied by an enlightened Christian 1]
This is-n0 more than we expect.  To op-
pose cur feith is a«privilege belonging w0
those who differ with us, which we'cheer
fully recognize. Butat the samofime we
demand; and we claim the right to demand,
that this oppasition, shall be characterzed
by a becoming degree of solemity, candor
and fairness 3 that it shall bear some pro-
portion in chiaracter at loast, to the awfil

" “ugh ghould Bdahe fact, and however much

|

importance of the ‘subject. ‘This is all we

patticular,  And such, I aun compelied 10

say, is to a great extert, the choracter of

such works as M. H. snuths, A. Halis

‘others might be named. Ly abound in

1ows errors, soplusied, and pererstun of
Scripture. it is not on account of these

defects that we would be ande Stod 10 coan-
plain ;5 to the author®s mund, they may have
appeared sound s Togical.  Butatas therr
inappropriate and bombastic styie, and
the want of candor and sepostnss swinch
they betray on almost every cccasien « the
exulting manner in which they speak of
whatthey.have done, and what they are
going 1o do; the sausfaction and pleasure
they exhibit in drossing up, in clothes of
their own making, aman of straw, and
calling it*Universalism,” and 1 refating
the processacounung up each particular
case and selting 1t down asan addinonal
froof of« hell for their nesghbors!

T

are now wssambled, amidusly awamng
their final dwm. ) is thrown open to
view —the finmes la-h up and envelop thers

. 1o'e ] victis. their groans and shricks
L¢Uriversalism against heel." and wany jriesore ] victims thewr groans and ks

prercing the siran ! res erberating through-
out the fiery domain ! The Almighty, in
ﬁ:un:wg tengenn @, is seen ghing com

mand, while the pale, t embling victims f
his w ah arg thrust down. down totle
dark abodessof ctesnal rutn—crushed with
the weight of Aluiglly vengeance —tosse.d
oo the Lilony surges—racked vith -
utterable 10.:in€n:79;racking in hopels-
Lepair' # Therf~— daye, wonths, years.
aud sges will arcle away —ten thoasan !
tmes lcn:ﬁmasnnd. and thousads of thad

<ands of yeas and of ages will rol! ove-
tueir lieads 5 tus nuasber nwlvphed by a!
the stars thas 1.3 the azero vault of heaven s

this by. oll the sands that line the ~cean's-
shore ;3 thus by the drops of all the eater

in ocean,

sea and river; this by ovéry -

-



